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~In days of yore,
when Brlan ruled...

In days of yore
the Glib nnedthenurthernrealm
the great dragon Deficit ravaged

the land.

On moonless nights, when all
was still, the monster would
emerge from the murky Swamp of

the Dismal Scletice and lay waste.

, when King Brian|

Eullars ﬂnﬁged eaten away,
velihoods megaprojects:
delayed. All manner of evil Ieﬂl
upon the kingdom. !

The people were in shock. While
the beast prevailed, King Brian,
and his predecessors had to dip
deeper into their subjects’ pockets..
Taxes gouged from the eitizms
were used either to hire soldiers to
fight Deficit, or to buy treats that:
were left out to distract the dragon,
from juicier prey, ° Lo

The monster had ranged the
kingdom before Brian came to the:
imperial throne. .Indeed, it was his.
promise to slay the dragun which
enabled his followers to overthrow’
his predecessor, King Johin the Un-
fortunate.

At first, the new suwreign had
some success. The dragon was con-
fronted and a limb hacked off. It
was not a victory, merely a start..
But after a period of ¢ the
dragon returned. A new Heg had’
grown in place of the missingone.

And when Brian tried to raise.
dragon-fighting funds by taking
back money from the kingdom's'
elderly, things began going wrong.

One day, as Brian strolled about.
the courtyard, an elderly woman
stood before him. She waggled a-
finger, and was heard tu utter:

“Goodbye, Charlie Brown."”

The king retreated in fear. So-

ended his First Crusade.

At first, the of ‘the:
king's treasure, Sir Michael the,
Bland, could not understand what
had occurred. Brian ‘seemed to
have lost his courage, his taste for

battle, .
MAGICSPELL
Sir Michael concluded that the
old woman was a witch, and her

Brian was under an evil spell.

The * dragon’s depredations
worse. So, the:
king and his wise men and women’
sought out a treaty with a powerful
‘neighboring kingdom in the hope it
might provide some distraction for.
the people. :

The -alliance, Brian hoped, would
also provide increased riches with'
which to fight the beast.
mng nmﬁmw i and

e once again
rallied tuiheking sbanner |

A me.li
.Michael,

incantation.,

Yet nc sooner had he triumphed,
than people - including many of his
own devoted followers - began talk-
ing aloud about the peril of the
dragon again, -

The merchants, who had always
backed him, gathered together.
“The drafon Deficit must be
slain,” they declared. ‘It matters
not what our losses ‘in battle will
be, but this beast must. be laid to

rest, or we shall never live in peace

again-ll"

Many of the merchants offered
to fight, They rode to the royal
palace, clad in heavy armor, and
mounted on
chargers, to pledge their
allegiance. They clashed their gilt-
edged swords against burnighed
shields and vowed ‘to slay the
dragon in its lair,

HEAVY BURDEN

But then, someone recalled that
to kill the monster, they would
have to cross the Dismal Science
Swamp. Burdened by their armnar,
the merchant-knights and their
horses would sink in the mire and
be useless in combat.

“Of course,”” they said, *“we're

. willing to do our part. But it would

be better if the dragon were to be
slain by more manoeuvreable foot-
soldiers who, with light trappings
and weapons, can skip across the
bogland to the dragon’s lair.”

And so it came to pass that the
king commanded all the low and
middle-income footsoldiers and
militia to his palace. Whentl'leyar-
rived, he surveyed them.

They were a motley lot, Their
weapons were broken or bent
swords, scythes, and rusty pike-
poles. - Their unkempt uniforms left
even more to be desired.

“They don’t look like an army to
King Brian muttered to Sir

‘““‘And their clothes!
Phew!"

“Still,” Sir Michael urged, ‘‘they
are the way to kill the dragon.”

So, with the king's blessing, the
ragtag army began the march
across the swamp. |

Not long afterward, a few strag-
glers returned in defeat to the king.
“The dragon destroyed us, sire,”
they wailed. ‘“We are the only sur-
vivors.” |

Socn, the worst fears of the king
came true. The fearfyl dragon's
appetite had been whetted by the
tasty footsoldiers, and the beast
became ever bolder. And soon the
merchant warriors began disap-
pearing, one after another.

Knight, after knight,

knight...
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A covered porch, wilth turned wood spindles, wraps this

Before You Buy Your Next Home,
Make A Modest Investment,
And Get Complete Peace Of Mind.

charming three-bedroom home. Shutters, multipaned win-
dows and cupola t:_umrlnta this country look. Direcily off
ihe foyer is a large living room with warming wood stove
~ and wood storage bin. The cpen plan kitchen features a
.. centra preparation island, spacious counters, pantry and
- breakfast bay. A conveniant laundry room adjoins the kit-
chen and eases housshold chores. A screened porch off
.the breekfast bay links the two car garage to the maln
house and provides space for outdoor relaxation. '
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- What would dinosaurs look like
today if they hadn't become extinct
€5 million years ago?

- D Dixon.has an answer, Us-
ing a potent blend of science and
imagination, Dixon bhas cregted
2th-century dinosaurs. e

The scientist/author, who

. studied geology and paleontology
at the Univu'sity of St. Andrews,
creates an alternate zoology in his
latest book, The New Dinosaurs.

He devotes a few es to the
disappeared - ( - tied "t
most are to
changes in mthu- patterns, with
one theory being that a giant
meteorite struck the Earth, spark-
ing the climatic changes). But The
New Dinosaurs (Deneau
Publishers) is not about what ha

F’ but how dinosaurs w
evolved.

Dixon populates the planet wlth
some rather creatures,
complete with habitats and ' food- *
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Creatures such an the tromble, a

10-foot-tall, flightless bird with lm

- .88 massive as tree trunks, stalk

through Dixon's world -.-a wm'ld
that seems to get along jtut
without homo sapiens. :
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