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HMM... T THINK ITS
ABOUT TIME T
LEARNED

TLL BE RIGHT WITH
YOULELMER. J-JUST

' YOLIR DALY HORDSCOPE :
F YOL WERE BORN ON
THIS DATE...

" THEN HOWCOME oL ot | |
ALL THOSE BIRTHDAY
PRESENTS LAST JUNE2 "

1 KNEW T SHOULDN'T HAVE
MADE THAT RED-VELVET CAXE
FOR CHRISTMAS!

TVE BEEN WONDERING
[ THE SAME THING:.

f-'iGHT LAST DIGHT WHAT

ABCOT?
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- GOODBYE, FRANCINE — I'VE DECIDED

To END IT ALL.
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Variations
on a theme

By James Jacoby

We have recently heen examining
cases in which it is right to avoid tak-
ing a finesse or to postpone it until the
appropriate time. Today’s deal has a
slightly different theme, that of count-
ing tricks needed to make your con-
tract and then taking the best play to
make the required number of tricks.
When South opened two no-trump,
North knew he was going to play a
slam, but he bid three clubs (the Stay-
man convention) to see if South had a
four-card spade suit. After South’s
three hearts, North simply bid six no-
trump. His 13 high-card points oppo-
site 20 or 21 |n South's hand would cer-
tainly Brwide a good play for 12
tricks. Unfortunately North falled to
consider that South might mangle the
play of the hand.

Declarer won the ace of diamonds,
uickly played four rounds of spades,
rding a diamond, and then played
ace of hearts and a heart to the jack.
West won the queen of hearts; East,
who was left with the 10-9 of hearts,
later took the setting trick. Declarer’s
line of play would be correct only if
the contract had been seven no-trump,
Since he needed only i2 tricks, it was
right to first play the king and ace of
hear{s and then lead up to the jack. In
this deal, the queen would drop, and
the jack would become declarer’s 12th
trick. This play sacrifices the chance
to make all the tricks when hearts are
3-3 and East holds the queen, but it in.
creases the chances of making 12
tricks because it guards against West
holding specifically Q-x.

James Jacoby's books “Jacoby on Bridpe” and
“Jacoby oo Card Games" (wriiten with kiz fatber,
the late Cawald Jacoby) are now avallable st
booltores. Both are publizhed by Pharos Books.
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Vuinerable: Both
Dealer: South

North East
Pass i Pass

Pass 8 NT Pa:zs
Pass

Opening lead: ¢ J
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BEDE OSOL

Birthday .

March 9, 1989

Don't despalr if your financial affairs ap-
pear to improve rather slowly in the year
ahead, You are now in an upward trend
that will gain momentumn and begin to
accelerate quicker than you think |

- PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) You're

presenily in a cycle whera good things
could happen for you through people
you know socially. You might seae some
concreie evidence of this today. Tsying
to patch up a broken romanca? The As-
tro-Graph Matchmaker can heip you to
undersiand what to do 10 make tha rela-
tionshlp work, Mait $2 to Matchmaker,
P.O. Box 91428, Claveland, OH 44101-
3428.

ARIES (March 21-April 18) In situations
today involving old friends, let your
compassionate insiinct overrule your
self-sarving impuises. What you give or
do now wlll have a direct bearing on fu-
ture happenings.

TAURUS {Apri! 20-May 20} Someone
you like, but had a recent dilference
with, is very eager to start mending
fences. However, it will be up 1o you to
make the inltial moves. Do so today.
GEMINI {May 21-Juna 20) A career de-
velopment that didn't work out too well
for you recently can be reclified and put
back on track today. Do not resurrect
the reasons for its fadudre or attempt to
blame anothar,

CANCER (June 21-July 22) Try to sub-
due your personakfeelings in order to
placate your maie today. If peace exists
between you, both will have a much
more rewarding day. |

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) If a co-worker
does somathing worthy of praise today,
be certain you acknowledge it. Pats on
the back from you are important and it
wlil halp the association.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sepl. 22) Today you -
may have dealings with someone about
whom you had a preconceaived, nega-
{ive opinion. As you get to know this
parson batter, you'll be glad you didn’t
writé this person off without a trial.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct, 23) Under conviv-
lal ¢conditions today, you may find your-
sell in the company of one who can help
your career. Use it as an opening to
make your ambitions known to this
person,

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Today you
might recelve some news that could ini-
tially disappoint you. Howaver, -after
you've thought it through, you'll realize
it is bright, not bleak.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) You
could be rather foriunate today in mat-
tars that have a diract effect upon your
material well belng. This may be be-
cause Lady Luck could be greasing the
skids for you. ' ©
CAPRICORN (Desc. 22-Jan. 18) In situa-
tlons where firmness is required today,
be staunch, but do not be overbearing.
Be sure to cloak the mall fist In a velvet
glove.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) You might
be called upon today to do a favor for a
friend that may cost you a bit out of
pocket. Conslder the expense and in-
vestment in the good will it will
generats.,
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

Cetabrity Cipher cryplograms are created from quotslions by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the ciphér stands lor anothes. Todey's cue: O squale W,
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