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_ Board grapples with budget-; ’f
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Staffing biggest cost

By DONNA KELL
Herald Btaff

The Halton Board of Education if
in the process of reviewing a $23.6
million budget that consists mainly
of “ongoing costs” to pay for stafl
and programs.

The hoard, described by Acton
and area trustee Ariene Bruce as
“labor intensive’ will suggest an
8.4 per cent increase over last
year’s actual budget.

‘“‘Most of our costs are staff, so
they're ongoing,” said Trustee
Bruce. Almost 77 per cent of the
1989 budget increase will go toward
staff costs. And 71 per cent of the
total $223.6 million budget will pay
Halton Board of Education staff.
The total for salaries and wages
suggested in the 1989 budget is bas-
ed on current contracts and is
$158.5 miilion.

Supplies, services and f{ees,
‘“new initiatives’ and transporta-
tion contracts are the next largest
budget increase at a combined
total of 29 per cent of the budget in-
crease, or almost $31 million.

This year's total increase may
seem high at $17.4 million, but it is
less than last year’s 10-per-cent in-
crease, said Mrs, Bruce.

“It was the same with surroun-
ding boards (last year). We were
all at the 10-point-something mark
for increases,” Trustee Bruce
said, giving neighboring Peel and
Hamilton schoo! boards as ex-
amples. :

Cutting corners where staff
salaries are concerned isn’t feasi-

ble, said Mrs. Bruce,

“We have to be competitive and
reasonable,” she said. “Our staff
salaries are not at the upper end of
the scale. We've maintained a very
moderate increase.” |

But staff salaries aside, the
board’s remaining chunk of a
possible $223.6 million budget will
go to ams. ‘‘New initiatives"
as the board refers (o programs
approved over 1988, will get almost
$2 million.

Supplies, services and fee ex-
penses will increase almost $2
million this year, bringing the an-
nual total for the 1969 budget to
$22.6 million. -

And these costs continue, said
Mrs. Bruce. Each year new in-

itiatives are added they must be

paid for with initial costs and with
fees fur_mntinuatiun.

Although there is some provin-
cial funding to offset costs for new

services, provincial government
grants have dropped in percentage
of the last few years, says Mrs,
Bruce, who added ‘‘the province is

not keeping up with cost of living
increases."’

Grants for the year's board of
education budget will not be &p-
proved until early March, The
school board budget itself will not
be approved until it reaches board
trustees at the end of the same
month.

Presently, the budget goes
before review at a board finance
‘committee meeting: where, new
costs and increases are :

The budget process first begins
in the schools where recommenda-
tions are made, then goes through
the administrative staff and ‘‘they
go through several budget cutting
processes,’” says Mrs. Bruce.

The finance committee is recom:
mending a final 1969 budget of
$223.2 millien if costs can be reduc-
ed, bringing the increast down
$212,000 to an 8.4-per-cent mark
from the proposed 8.5-per-cent in-
crease,

But after the budget is approved
by finance commitee members, - it
goes before board of education

trustees for their vote by a March

31 deadline.

Jr. kindergarten regiétration

Separate board overwhelmed

By DONNA KELL
: Herald Staff

The Halton Roman
School Board's Junior
Kindergarten program isn't
scheduled to begin until
September, but already the board
has its original enrol-
ment projection. |
~ After an early registration” drive
in February the board went over
the top to 102 per cent of their pro
jections for the Junior
Kindergarten program to be in-
troduced Region-wide in
September of this year. Both enrol-
ment and staffing are already well
under way. | '

‘“We were very pleased and sur-

at the numbers,’® saiG
Director of Curriculum Services
Lou Piovesan. “We have, as of to-
day, 925 junior kindergarten
registrations and- 900 senior
kindergarten registrations.”

Mr. Piovesan said there is usual-
iy a higher registration for senior
kindergarten students than for
junior kindergarten students, but
figures for February show an op-
posite trend. .

- And figures for February reflect

Catholic

only 80 per cent of the projected
enrolment for September, he said.
‘““We can expect probably 1,100 at
the senior kindergarten level and
1,200, at the junior kindergarten
level.” -
The Catholic board -will have
junior kindergarten available at
all' its 27 elementary schools, in-

“cluding the new Ecole Sacve Coeur

in Halton Hills. |
But public school board sup-
porters cannot register for the
Catholic junior

separate school supporters,” said
Mr. Piovesan.

Bill 30, passed in 1986, which
gave provincial government fun-
ding to separate school boards
across Ontario specifiéd *“‘open ac-
cess”’ only to the secondary level in
separate boards.

Four separate schools in Halton
Hills will have junior kindergarten
in September, 1989. At Holy Cross
School in Georgetown, there were
48 early registrations. Nine
students registered for junior
kindergarten at Sacre Coeur
School on Guelph Street. St. Fran-
cis of - Assisi registered 16 junior

Trustees hold the PEACE

Halton Board of Education

trustees are mnot sure how badly

they want PEACE inthe Region.

‘PEACE (Police, Ethnic And
Cultural Informsation) is a pilot
project of the Halton Regional
Pollce in conjunction with the On-
tario government and Halton

Region.
On Feb. 14, the Halton Regional
Police Chief James Harding sent a

- Jetter to the board of education

asking for funds to pay
ten report on the PEACE pro-
grams planned for this summer.
" Chief Harding said in the letter
that the report, and a video tape of
the program, were ‘‘an important
component”’ of the project. '
Other funding for PEACE will
from the Ministry of the
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and from the

Qakville Trustee Janis Millman
said she wondered if the board
would have funds for such a pro-
ject. |

Although it was suggested that a
public information meeting be held
before trustees voted on a funding
decision, Director of Education
Bob Williams said there would not

' be a meeting.

And “as a board we have every

ﬂ@tmdeddeifwewanttnguthat |

route” of informing the public,
said Milton Trustee Bob Clarke.

PEACE would involve one Bstu-
dent from every secondary school
in the system, said Mr. Williams.
He added that each student would
complete a report after he or she
attended the program.

Partici
“of visible and cultural
minority groups.”

kindergarten -
classes. “These are all children of -

would be students

kindergarten students in February
and St. Joseph’s School in Acton
had 25 registrations.

Mr. Piovesan said these
numbers could increase by 3¢ per
cent at September registration.

The popularity of the junior
kindergarten program is shown by
the number of registrations, said
Mr. Piovesan, '

“That's reflective of the demand
and the need throughout the
R&gdiun and in Halton Hills'' he
said.

OUR new civic centre

Town Councillor Al Cook was at
George Kennedy Scheol recently to
help launch a flag fund for the new
civic centre in Halton Hills. Here a

student explains to Mr. Cook his vi-

sion of the new town hall (Herald
photo) '

Former GDHS teacher dies

A woman considered by some to
be a ‘“legend” at Georgetown

District High School who spent 12

hours a day in class, died in Guelph
last week. ‘

Rose Piercey, teacher at the
high school from 1848 to 1966 died
of natural causes 20 years after
retiing as physical education,
Latin and English teacher in
Georgetown. o

“She's sort of a legend here,”
said Head of Special Education
John Todd. ‘“‘She was just totally
devoted to the kids."”’

Mr. Todd said Rose Piercey
would spend from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
at the school to help students who
had problems, And while she ap-
parently lived *frugally™ at home
with her sister (Miss Piercey
never married) she was generous
with students. >

“If a kid couldn’t afford a year-
bpuk, Rose bought it for them,”

. said Mr. Todd.

Miss Piercey paid for the levell-
ing and sodding required to build
the high school's first tennis
courts, and paid for decorations for
school dances, which she “‘always”
attended, said Mr. Todd.

She also helped struggling

students in any way she could with
their university tuition.

Miss Piercey
Georgetown, then Acton and final-
ly Guelph with her sister where she
would commute by bus to the high
school every day.

She taught school at a time when
the student population numbered
600 students. Now there are over
1,500. '

Donations

lived 1in

in Miss Piercey's

honor can be directed to the
Guelph General Hospital Fund.
For more information call Kathy
Bowman at Georgetown District
High School at 877-6966.
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NTERSESSION 1989

May 1 - August 11

~ {including exams)
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Join the-growing number of adults starting or continuing their studies part-t'.« g at Laurier. You

may qualify for any number of our classroom or televideo courses available in . .¢ Brampton Area.

For your convenience, classes are held weeknights at Bram
(McMurchy Ave.). For those who prefer not to attend formal

pten Centennial Secondary School
classroom lectures, Telecollege.can

be your alternative. At Laurier there is a course 10 suit your interests, career, lifestyle and location.

Choose from an array of Arts, Science, Bu

| Help orient yourself to universi
out about avaitable student serv

Information Session:

ty credit

siness and Economics courses!

programs, admission and registration prncedures." find
ices. and meet with other new part-time students. Join us at our

Monday, March 6. — Brampton Public Library, Queen Street — 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

For a complimentary copy of-the Spri
personal assistance - Just call us - we'

BRING A FRIEND!

ng/Summer Part-Timé Studies Course Calendar or for
| be pleased to help you! ‘ |

(519) 884-1970 or toll-free 1-800-265-8866, Ext. 4447
OFFICE OF PART-TIME STUDIES AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

YOU CAN DO IT?

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY

75 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., WATERLOO, ONTARIO N2L 3C5
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