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Floyd Patterson’s tip
‘Grow up!’ ex-champ tells Mike Tyson

By George Robinson

NEW YORK (NEA) — Mike Tyson
and Floyd Patterson have a lot in
common. Each had a troubled child-
hood. Each was taken under the wing
of boxing trainer Cus D’Amato. When
Tyson became the youngest man ever
to win the world heavyweight cham-
pionship, it was Patterson's mark that
he eclipsed.

So, Patterson, who is 54, knows a

thing or two about the turmail sur-
rounding the 22-year-old powerhouse.

Mike Tyson

“The only way I can see Tyson being
beaten is if he beats himself,” says
Patterson. “I can't see anybody out
there beating him in the years to
come — only Tyson.”

Next Tyson (35-0, 31 KOs) will de-
fend his erown on Saturday, Feb. 25,
against the No. 1 contender, Frank
Bruno (32-2, 3t KOs) of Britain. The
schieduled 12-round bout will be tele-
cast live from the Las Vegas Hilton on
HBO (10 p.m. EST). Tyson is a heavy
favorite in his fifth title defense.

Patterson says the late D'Amato’s
philosophy is still a key factor.

“Cus taught that the mind controls
the body,” explains Patterson. “Based
on Cus’ logic — which I totally believe
— the mind can make the body do
anything. Tyson's great strengths are
his mind and his body.”

And . Tyson’s weakness? “New
York,” says Patterson, roaring with
laughter. “He should stay the hell out
of New York.” :

Patterson understands, of course.
After all, who else can boast, “I was
the youngest heavyweight champion
of the world™?

Says Patterson, ruefully: “Being

)f( itlien _1
i g

FREE PUBLIC SKATING

Thanks to the Optimist Club of
Georgetown and the Acton
Rotary Club, all skating times
are free for the week of March
Break. Thank you service clubs.

ACTON

Mar. 11 - 3 p.m. - 4:20 p.m. Mar.
12 - 2:30 p.m. - 3:50 p.m. Mar. 13,
14,15, 16, 17-2:30 p.m. - 3:50 p.m. '

MEMORIAL

Mar. 12 - 2:30 p.m. - 3:50 p.m,
Mar. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17- 1 p.m. - 2: X
p.m. Mar. 19 - 2:30 pm. - 3:X
p.m.

DOWNHILL SKI LESSONS
Learn how to ski at the Glen
Eden Ski Area. This program
runs for four days with two
lessons each day and transporta-
tion will be provided. Lessons are
one hour in length
available through Glen Eden f[or

an additional cost of $6 per use.

SAME DAY .
TAX BETURNS

101 Guelph St , Georgetown

877-2217

young is only an advantage inside the
ring. Qutside the ring it isn’t. You're
sort of an amateur in life, and there's
so many things to learn.”
Unfortunately, Tyson,_ an un-

schooled millionaire, has been learn -

ing his lessons in love, law and life it
public. His divorce battle with actress
Robin Givens, his legal strife with
manager Bill Cayton and other non-
pugilistic distractions have been

aired in the tabloid press ad nauseurmn.

Patterson, on the other hand, used
to keep to himself. “I lived in tralning
camps,” he says, “I stayed away from
New York. There's too much tempta-
tion, too many things going on. That
wasn't my lifestyle, anyway.”

In fact, Patterson says he urged Ty-
son some time ago to follow a similar
regimen. “Cus always had him living
in training camps,” the ex-champ
says. “He lived there and trained
there. That is what made him such a

great fighter. But when Cus passed

away, he started living in the city.”
Before he began to train in early

‘Being young is only
an advantage inside
the ring. Outside the
ring it isn’t.’

January for the Bruno fight, Tyson's
weight was, by his own admission, as
high as 250 pounds. When he defeated
Michael Spinks last June 27 in his
most recent bout, the champ weighed
218. |

Patterson is appalled by that.

“To see Tyson 40 pounds overweight
was shocking,” he says. “When you are
into it, you don't stay away from
training long enough for your body to

get that overweight. He should be con-

Lelsure

RECRCZATION & PARKS
DEPARTMENT

8§77.5185 453-241]

LLines

FEE: $118 per person (includes
twolessonsaday).

DATES: Monday to Thursday,
Mar. 13-16.
. TIMES: Bus pick-up and drop-
offs: Depart McKenzie-Smith
M.S. 8:30 a.m.; Gordon Alcott
Arena 8:50 a.m.; Pineview P.S, 9
a.m. Return Pineview P.S. 4:50
p.m.; Gordon .Alcott Arena 5
p.m.; McKenzie-Smith M.S. 5:20
p.m

" AGES: Eight - 16.

DENTURE
- THERAPY
CLINIC

A.W. TRENTON, D.T.

18 CHURCH STREET
GEORGETOWN

“x . ACROSS FROM LIBRARY
@Y% AND CULTURAL CENTRE

877-:2399

centrating on just boxing, giving his
whole self to the sport, as he did when
Cus was alive. I would say that with
Cus no longer there, Tyson is tied up
in other things, which could hurt him
eventually.”

Yet Patterson says: “1 still think
he's going to beat Bruno,” in spite the
long layoff from training. “His condi-
tion and reflexes will take a while to
come back, but I don’t think it's going

to be that much of a problem.”

Like Patterson before him, Tysqn is
a classic D'Amato fighter, a stand-up
puncher who comes out and squares
up in front of you witk his hands held
high.

E‘l.".‘u:’. always believed in keeping
your hands very high,” Patterson
notes. “They used to call me a ‘pucka-
boo' {fighter) because Y kept my bands
very high.” But Tyson isn't a peekaboo
fighter. He’s usually too busy pum-
meling his opponents.

The only way to fight Tyson effec-
tively is to “do a lot of moving® — like
Muhammad Ali used to do, according

" to Patterson. (Only he still calls Ali by

his original name, Cassius Clay.) Pat-
terson points out that Tyson “has dif-
ficulty with moving targets. He's
proven that with some of the guys he
has fought who only moved a little bit
and gave him trouble. If you're a man-
ager, you want to get somebody to
move the way Clay used to move.”

Just how good is Tyson?

“1 consider him a great fighter,”
says Patterson. “But that can never
be proven, simply because the compe-
tition is not there.”

What's more, says Patterson, “He’s
always a tremendous favorite. By
beating Bruno, what is he proving?

You become a great chaimpion by do-

ing something with the odds against
you.”
Of course, there's another way to
attain the aura of greatness in boxing.
As Patterson points out, “Joe Louis
held the title for 11 years. Records are
made to be broken. Mike Tyson could
break Joe Louis’ record. Will he? 1]
don't know.”

Lately, Patterson has been busy
training his son Tracy, a promising
featherweight. Would the retired
champ like to become Tyson’s tutor?

“1 wouldn't ask,” he says. "I have
more pride than that. But I would be
honored. [ would talk to him about
some of the things that he's gotten in-
volved in — and remind him of how it
used to be. Maybe [ could wake him
H "ll
P (© 1989, NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSN.

Glen Eden bounces back

On Sunday, Jan. 15, at approx-
imately 10:15 p.m. Glen Eden Ski
Area experienced a fire which
destroyed the Area’s com-
pressors, which are the main
component of the snowmaking
system,

The cause of the fire is thought
to have originated at the portable
diese! compressor which caught
fire and destroyed it and the adja-
cent building which housed an
electric compressor., The

call Bob Falle,
Marketing/Program Supervisor
at 878-5011 or B78-4476.

Softball

The Acton Minor Softball
Association announced on Mon-
day that registration for its 1969
program will take place on Satur-
day, Mar. 4 and on Thursday,

Mar. 9.
will take

building also housed telephone
lines and power to parking lot
lights and the Little Dipper T-
bar.

Within 24 hours the phone lines
were restored, parking lot lights
were restored and replacement
CcOmpressors were on the way.

As of 4 p.m, Friday, Jan. 20, the
fire site was cleared and the .
snowmeaking crew started up the
replacement compressors (o
make snow once again. |

The slopes of Glen Eden did not
suffer at all because of the fire
Htlld asng the time u{nuﬁgurel?ase : MR ER =
Glen Edeo i operating all at its 211 Guelph Street

5
major slopes as it has since the PRI RMEN AR KIS
For more information please NORTHVIEW CENTRE

WE’VE MOVED
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gz

%, HARNWORIH
///////, McGREGOR

INSURANCE LTD
13 WILLOW ST. SOUTH-
Opposite Municlpal Parking Lot

ACTON

to better serve your insurance Needs

853-1121

Stan Hardman, C.A.l.B.
Ann Thorpe
BROKERS

Both registrations
place at the Acton Arena.

Men's Wear

! HcCall

STORE HOURS:
9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
except
Thursday & Friday
9:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Oftice Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs.9a.m.-8 p.m.

We’re expanding
sC we’re renovating
to serve you better!

MOST SINGLE LPs & CASSETTES

REGULAR $9.99 or LESS

NOW REDUCED 1 5 0/ 0

COME ON N AND SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF
* PIONEER

* EPI
* ALTEC

..

» MEI

CAR -
STEREOS - sansui

— TREAT YOUR EARS —

VIDEO TAPES — SONY & BASF
AUTO TAPES — TDK, MAXELL, SONY ...$4.59 ORLESS
ALL HEADPHONES — 5 STYLES .. .. $26.00 OR UNDER

WALKMAN CASSETTE/RADIOS

SONY WMAF22 ....... onLY*79.99
PANASONIC RXx-SA60

THE STORM

Reg. $189.00

NOW ONLY ’1 50-00

IN-STOCK ITEMS ONLY — WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

e
203 GUELPH ST. (HWY. 7)

SALES — SERVICE — LEASING

873-1818

877-1688




