Hollywood
History

By ALEX BARRIS
It has long been widely accepted
85 true that no self-respecting
Hollywood film producer would
ever let a mere fact stand in the

way of a good story. Hence, wé

have had more than half a century

- of “historical” movies that were

about as reliable as the campaign
promises of politicians.

- _That a refutation of such a belief

‘should come along now s
- gsomething of a surprise. That it
should ' come from a respected
English writer (and a good one) is
an even greater surprise,

The book is The Hollywood
History Of The World, by George
MacDonald Fraser (Penguin
Books Canada, 268 pages, il-
lustrated, $29.95). Mr. Fraser has

previously written fiction (the
Flashman novels) and such
screenplays as The Three
Musketeers, The Four Musketeers,
The Prince and the Pauper and
Casanova. .

He is not, of course, blind to
Hollywood’s shortcomings in deal-
ing with history. Indeed, much of
the fun of the book is the wit with
which he points up some of the
more outrageous distortions:of fact
in numerous historical movies. He
is also fair enough to wuse
“Hollywood’* as a generic term
referring to the film industries of
the English-speaking world.

- Fraser takes great delight in
.reminding us of some of the bits of

deathless dialogue that Hollywood
scripters have put into the mouths
of historical figures - from ‘“War,
war! That’'s all you think about,
Dick Plantagenet,” to “Take a let-
ter. Mark Antony, the Senate,
Rome..."

But he also argues, fairly per-
suasively, that while Hollywood
has the reputation for always get-

ting it wrong; what is overlooked is
the “‘astonishing amount of history
Hollywood has got right.”

He sticks to this position,
“although films have sometimes

. blundered and distorted and

falsified, have botched great
themes and belittled great men
and women, have trivialised and
caricatured and cheapened, have
piled anachronism on solecism on

- downright lie - still, at their best,

they have given a picture of the
ages more vivid and memorable
than anything in Tacitus or Gibbon
or Macaulay, and to an infinitely
wider audience."
WRONG BROTHER |
His writing is so graceful that
one is inclined to forgive him his
very few errors - such as the
reference to Buddy Baer (playing
2 gladiator in Quo Vadis?) as so-
meone “who in his boxing days
cence knocked down Joe Louis.”
Fraser is thinking of Buddy's
brother, Max Baer; Buddy was
once a wrestler,
Fraser presents his case in seven
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2ats it. While delightedly calling up
of the

sections, which he defines &as
‘“ages.’”” The {irst is The Ancient
World, which plunges us promptly
into the world of
biblical epics, including the work
of Cecil B. DeMille,

The second section deals with

. Knights and Barbarians, ranging
. [rom Richard the Lionhearted to

Atilla the Hun, with sidelong
glances at El Cid, Robin Hood and

Joan of Arc. :
Succeeding ‘‘ages’ are headed
Romance

Tudors and Sea Dogs;
and Royalty; Rule, Britannia;
New World, Old West; The
Violent Century, by whi he
rneans the current one.

Fraser i a self-confessed movie
enthusiast.. He even admits to a

“lifelong addiction” to films that

deal, one way or another, with
history. Who else but such an ad-
dict would go to the trouble of
listing the various actors who have
portrayed Nero or Billy the Kid or
Catherine the Great? |
But Fraser is a clever encugh
writer to have his cake.even as he

sumptuous

-

mages of some more
udicrous Hollywood blunders, he
still holds to his overall view that,
despite the excesses he so enjoys
describing to us, the record of
historical films is probably no

worse than that of many published

historians,

At times, Fraser’s British blood

shows. In discussing some movies
that dealt with the time of the
American revolution, for instance,
he says that Hollywood was not
concerned with ‘“examining the
difference between political in-
dependence and the fine emotional
blanket worql ‘freedom’ - which
seems a curious, almost insuliting
term to use about the aspirations of

'the colonial Americans, who en-

joyed a greater measure of real
freedom before 1776 than their
British cousins, or indeed any

other people in the world, before or

Eillﬂe."
—Alex Barris is a Toronto-zrea

author and film and mausic com- |

mentator.

'COUNTRY BUNGALOW, 10%2% FINANCING

Excellent assumable mortgage to 'qualiﬁed buyer.. Mainfénance
free bungalow on 1.05 acres of land. Many features including
large eat-in kitchen and new carpet. o

199,500 mLs
Call Dianne Zahodnik 457-4770

ROYAL CITY
REALTY LIMITED

67 First Street
Orangeville, Ontario

(519) 941-5151

ROYAL CITY

_REALTY (HALTON) LIMITED _

493-0114
877-6702

Mssmn's DELIGHT — $55,000 to $95,000
~ In the City ot Chatham, Ontario Residential and Commercial
properties managed by ELFA Real Estate Inc,

WMEHHH COUNTRY ESTATE
On a pretty 1.24 acre lot. Custom quality home being
| ~built, Easy commuting off Miss_[_ssauga Road.

Good Service Speaks For ltself

' CALL BILL PSHYK TODAY

Sales Representative
WANTED — Townhouses, Building Lot, Starter Home. Call Now For Your ‘*Best Value'’
NATIONAL REAL

l_m ESTATE SERVICE
BRAND reacrvinc, |

DOUG MEAL

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Business: (416) 873-0300
Rqsldence: (416) 877-6279

§

e Py, o T, o

ROYAL
CITY

Mo alin b aomkod

K]

T RIETRIT

T e e e e e N P e il e i e i Ve s % =

—_ L =
=
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877-5296

TORONTO LINE 846-0800
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HANDY TO EVERYTHING

Walk to the mall or the GO Train or
drive a few blocks to the 401. This
delightful bungalow has been
renovated and decorated with attention
to quality. Possible in-law suite or use
all. the extra rppms and bath for your-
self, It's priced at only $182,800 and
it's in Milton. . 9031

IT SPARKLES

From the interlocking brick walkways
and lovely evergreens on the outside
to the 2 fireplaces, 2 -skyiights and
shining hardwood floors inside, plus it
has 10 rooms, a playhouse and a pool.
Call quickly to Mary Goebel, 877-529086.
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Well-kept upgraded sidesplit. Three bedrooms, * % %k
~ main floorfamily room, new kitchen, full basement L
- -under, no crawlspace. Asking $222,000. Call

‘Doug Meal for details. ' i, ®
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100 ACRES FO
THE PRICE OF
ALOT!

* % %

It's true! 100 acres
for $53,000. 4 miles
from the beach just
off Highway 21. Ex-
cellent loam. Great

‘Business, ‘land or retirement

home in cottage country. |!

All sizes, all prices. Buy

now and save on summer || ey
prices. . s001

~ INVESTMENT OR BUSINESS
~ LOCATION
* M1 industrial block building and other éssorted

buildings. 3.48 acres. Highway frontage. Call
Doug __Me_a _ | |
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DO YOU KNOW THE MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME?

Market prices are changing constantly. Call today for a comparative
market value assessment of your home, without cost or obligation. -
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