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Andres changes % 2 oy A

his tune

Just how many Harvie Andres
arethere? .

There's Harvie Andre, the con-
sumer’s friend. Then, there’s Har-
vie ;:tiﬁ-ﬁe, the ltiiefmd; of federal
com 0l polcy. yes, and
Harvie Andre, the fan of corporate
mergers.

There igs a Harvie Andre who is
federal minister of consumer and
corporate affairs. Could all these
Andres be one and the same?

In case you're wondering what
has brought on this attack of
bewilderment, I suggest you ex-
amine Andre's recent comments
on mergers, He seems to have as
many shades of opinion as
chameleons have skin colors. ‘

Now, it may be the God-given
right of politicians to, let's say,
“adjust” their message according
to the audience they are address
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Andre's diverse
were merely
made to reporters who, of course,
have no opinion.

Let's see what our minister saic
this week.

“Certainly, I think it might be
useful for a parliamentary com
mittee to look at corporate concen
tration,’” he told a television inter-
viewer Monday. I think we all
have a sense of unease about these
mergers... 1 would encourage
Parliament to have a look at it.”’

That same day, however, he told
the Toronto Star he wouldn’l
bypass the f{ederal Competitior.
Bureau and call for a pubiic in-
quiry. .

On Tuesday, he was arguing thal
mergers can be good for us and we
needn’t worry about corporate con-
centration.

HAILSMERGERS -

“Mergers to enhance c¢ompany
strength through increased effi-
ciency, consolidation, rationaliza-
tion and so on - hallelujah,” Andre
told. the naticnal wire service, The

Canadian Press. “Wn’végnttoﬂo with a government that leans

that as a country.”

He went on to say all Canadians
will benefit if a merger increases
industry efficiency and prices to
the consumer are ;

Andre’s words apparently caus-
ed a stir in his own precincts,
There was consternation in his
department. At least one reporter
was called.

There was no problem with the
quotes, the journalist was told, but
Andre didn't like the *“‘tone' of the
article. The conversation conclud-
ed with a ministerial aide saying
that perhaps Andre should choose
his words more carefully.

Perhaps the problem is the
nature of Andre's department, It's
one of those schizophrenic entitie:
sometimes encountered in the
bureaucracy - responsible not only
for protection of consumers, but
also for regulation of business. At
one time, the No. 1 aim of the
department was to defend con-

sumer rights,
Times change, however,

and

toward business,
+goals may clash,
This may be one of those clashes,

NU SIGN |

Take Andre’s comment that all

will benefit if industries increase

efficiéncy and savings can be pass-

ed along to consumers. The trouble

is, there's no sign both these fine
goals will be achieved.

In the case of the PWA Corp.
takeover of Wardair, everyone and
his dog is saying air fares will rise.
But PWA President Rhys Eyton
says his company’s future Wardair
division will continue spirited com-

petition.

Oh, sure, His real message is in a
second phrase. ‘“We don’t want to
gee foolish competition.”” So what's
foolish? How about two separate
companies with the same owner
bidding down air fares for the

benefit of consumers?
Then the

departmental

there’'s Imperial
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takeover of Texaco Canada. The
Consumers Association of Canada
says that one’ will mean higher
prices for motorista and
homeowners who use oil,

The oll industry may be more ef-
ficient, but where are the benefits
fnﬁmutﬂmm,? i ;

én there’s the Molson-
O'Keefe beer merger. No mgai;igxls-
pecting lower beer prices for the
consumer from that deal. About
the only way that's likely to happen
is if foreign competitors are allow-
ed freely into Canada without the
penalty of additional taxation.

Meanwhile, our consumer
defender in cabinet is taking a firm
stand on the fence. Or perhaps he
doesn’t really exist, Wasn’t there a
movie once about an invisible rab-
bit named Harvey?
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SPACIOUS FAMILY HOME...

focated in Marywood Meadows on a
quiet court. Lovely natural decor,
fireplace, heat pump, main floor
family room, eat-in kitchen, screened
porch averlooking an oversized pie.
shaped [ot, and a seml-finished
basement — afl for $5269,900! Tour
{his one with Glenda Hughes al your
heisure. - KAS3021

HARD TO FIND!

Lower price starter homes are scarce,

but here’s one for $174,800, located.
in the downlown area of Georgeiown.
Cute 2 bedroom in-law suite that was

compie
kot, and the heme even has a cozy
fireplace. Chec out the details from

Blenda Hughes. WRS5002
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new last year. Nice treed %

THE HOME FOR “KIDS” (OUR OWN HOME!)

The perfect ?uaﬂurs for the family that has a mittiul of
children! The {ocation makes it easy for everyena o walk to
any point in town, and there's room to spread ocul lor kids
and adults, too. Fully finished on all three fioors; three baths,
fireplace, up to 5 bedrooms, and a very private inground poo!
In the weil landscaped yard. You ¢an't beat it for value at
$229,900. Call Glenda Hughes or John Hiil, Sales Reps. for

the many extras of Yhis home, NR59026
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" YOU CAN STILL GET VALUE

New Wsting in Geosgetown for $189,900. Wice 3
bedroom bungalow with a detached garage and separate
2 bedroom in-law suite. Good tocation, and perfect for a
starier home, Call Glenda Hughes fer more Information.

NRS5024

7 WILLIAM
STREET

GEORGETOWN

SOLDBY
/GLENDA HUGHES

BRAND reactyine

Business: 873-0300
-Residence: 877-8402
Tor. Line: 840-1268

10 ACRES FOR $299,960!

A heautiful piece of pro -
Acton and Milton. Spagurg 9 room &

y2; home with panoramic views of pond,.

tush, and sunsets. Don't miss this

« ane! Call Glenda Hughes for an ex-

GLENDA HUGHES
>ailes Reprasentative
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clusive tour.

GEORGETOWN — 5 MINUTES

This gorgeous 5th line pro sits an
8.38 roilfing acres, Hlit:r! r:t:jtu has
skyfights plus bath and spa room all
finished In cedar. Main fidor family
room, Inground poot plus all the Juxy

features for the executive family. Ca

John Hil. KAS9019




