Dealing with
regulations

By RENNIE MacKENZIE
Ottawa Bureau
Thomson News Service

As one of the most heavily
regulated people on earch, Cana-
ﬂlﬂmneedaﬂtlmhelpﬂleymnget
to deal with the laws and regula-
tions they encounter daily.

But at the federal Office of
Privatization and Regulatory Af-
fairc, Tony Campbell has a mission
- to make life a little easier for the
millions who must live a
government-regulated life.

“No other country in the world
has four layers of government. We
are a heavily regulated country,”
said Campbell, assistant deputy

Campbell’s office has just
oty Thon & So
ry plan, a 450-page
tory of Issues and subjects the
government intends to tackle this
year. More than 840
such as financial a tion,
consumer protection and food pro-
duction and marketing are covered
in the document. A total of 35
government departments and

agencies are on the agenda.

By presenting the government's
regulatory plan in advance, Camp-
bell hopes the public will be drawn
into the process of preparing and
completing the rules that are ap-
plied to regulated affairs and ac-
tivities,

Campbell has just two years of
experience in pushing the
regulatory plan in public. And he
admits that the dry, technical
document is “‘a hard story to com-
municate.”

Not many know that the govern-

ment even has a regulatory agen-
da, but his office has approached

ics In areas

thousands in an effort to expand
distribution of the document.

“We're quite impressed with the
reaction who do get into

'it,”” he said. “‘Some organizations

have planned their year’s ac-
tivities around the plan.”
While the size, substance and
layout of the document may tend to
e business or community
leaders |

even picking it up,

Campbell said his publication is

not as dull as it may appear.

“l have to read it just before
Christmas every year. That’s the
height of self-discipline,” he
chuckled.

“But 1 tell other public servants
that there's no other document that
gives you a better education on
government. It comes across fast
and clean.”

NO CHARGE

The plan costs about $15 copy
to produce, but the Oﬂ?;e of
Privatization and tory Af-
fairs distributes it free across the
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federal! budget documents, which
must also be made available to
those involved or affected. Every
public library in the country is pro-
vided with a copy of the plan, -

Because the plan is still not wide-
Iy * known, Campbell’s office
solicits orders and Inquiries. Let-
ters have gone out to 1,700 in-
dividuals, businesses and
organizations informing
the plan has been published and
the office has another 3,000 names
on a mailing list assembled over
the past two years. About 7,000
copies of the plan were distributed
last year.

Publication of the plan is having
an effect that the Office of
Privatization and Regulatory Af

fairs considers desirable. The of.

fice tracks the government’s at-
tempta to reduce the red tape that
binds Canadians and has reported
& 40 per cent drop in approved
regulations over the last two years.
Campbell said the number of
propoeals presented in the annual

has been declining steadily
simep‘m publication of the first edi-
tion. It contained more than 1,000

regulations.

Public response can also delay
tiﬂm Cam;:?ejl..'ll sfidn:l nhm:
ons, y
half the entries in the new plan will
likely proceed to the final a al
stages. Some will be wi wn
once public attitudes have been
sampled. Others will be altered.

Even the document ijtself has

been improved this year in
mp;g:ﬂ t?i index

Cam said. A Z4-page has
been added to make it easier for
readers to find their way through

the regulatory maze.

There are also 48 regulations af-

fecting operations in harbors, the
regulation to offically withdraw
the, $1 bill from circulation, and a
review of standards for the collec-
tion and storage of human sperm

and body organs.

public comment, -
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minister of regulatory affairs. country, Campbell compared it to

DETACHED ON OVERSIZED LOT

Eat-in kitchen, family room with fireplace and sliding
glass doors. Upgraded insulation R50. Oversized
yard, pie-shaped lot. MLS.
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i Mantpeai 499 Main Street South I :

€4 ~Shoppers World, Brampton COUNTRY LIVING, YET ONLY 4 MIN. TO THE G0 TRAIN

456-2333 .45 acre plus super ctean -3 bedroom bungalow with ensuite. Beautifully
; . 2 ' finished rec room with bar and glass door Eimira woodstove. Hardwood
: floors throughout plus plenty of wainscotting. Refinished kitchen and 2
L E P AHK A RE A French Provincial doors from dining room to nearly finished 20-20 family
room with knotty pine cathedral ceiling and big bay window. All this
. - overlooking golf course.
i e e e This Is a prestigious 5 bedroom home on a quiet
wmﬁuuc vithin & couple of minutes of the

- Trust

Alijiy TATSTE ST

Industrial. 18,000
square foot combination

shop and office -space.

T W ' : BN $:599,000. Call Doug Mea!
To View Call Al or Joyce Rye - at 873-0300.
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PROFESSIONAL HOME EVALUATION

At No Cost Or Obligation

CALL BILL McCKEOWN OR ANDY KING FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE
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(Not intended to solicit homes already listed for sale)
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