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Test your energy 1Q

Just how much do you know
about the energy factor in yous
home?

One way 1o find out is by taking

this home energy quiz. It's anenter-
taining way to test your encrgy 10,
and possibly increase your knowl-
edge of home encrgy issues, En-
courage fam.ly members 1o join in
a litle friendly competition to sce
who has the best knowledge of home
CneTgy Lssues, '
I you pass the quiz with flying
colours, chances are you're already
living in an energy-efficicnt home.
You are also fully aware of such
benefits as reduced heating costs
and increased comfon.

If your results aren't so great.
don’t despair! You should leamn
enough from the quiz to take the
first impontant steps toward making
your home more encrgy-eificient.
Inexpensivemeasures such ascaulk-
ing, weatherstripping ond exira
insulation usually pay for them-
sclves quickly. and you'll ¢njoy the
benefits for years to come.

For free informabion on any of
the subjects covered in this quiz,
simply write to the Residential
Encrgy Management Division,
Energy. Mines and "Resources
Canada, 580 Booth St., Ottawa,
Ontario K 1A 0E4.

1) Intheaverage Canadian home,
the area of greatest energy loss
is the;

a) altic

b} doors and windows

¢} basement

d) air leaks throughout the
building

e) walls

After space-heating, which of

the following accounts for the
largest portion of your energy
consumption?

a) maior appliances

b) lighting

¢) walcr heating

d4) minor appliances

3} How often should your heating
appliance {(fumace or boiler)
be serviced?

a) after every heating season

b} before every heating sea
SON

c} about every other yoar

d) whenyounoticedecreased
performance or have prob-
lcrms with the sysiem.

4)  The filter in a farced-air (ur-
nace should be cleaned or re-
placed:

a} wheneveritisdinty, but at
lcast once a month during
the heating season

b) once i year after the heat-
INg Season 1s Over

) every six months or so

5y Condensation (the release of
water vapour from the air)
OCCUrs wWhen wanm air comes
into cantact with a cold sur-
face. Too much condensation
in & home can result in:
a)  roting of wooden window
frames, sills and tnm
b) wet.compactedinsulation
with reduced thermal re-
sistance values
peeling, mouldy paint and
wall finishes
rotting of the building’s
structural malctials
all of the above
none of the ghove

Here's a wish we just can't
say too often . . . May 1989 be

filled with Love and Laughter!

The first step to take 1o reduce

condensation problems in 2

house during winter is 10

a) buyadchumidifierandrun
itconstantly until the prob-
lem disappears

b) limit the ameunt of mois-

* ture produccd i your

home

¢) open windows slightly,
even in the winter, for a
few hours each day

The main reason lor having a

conventional fireplace i3 10

a) enhance the aestheticsofa
room

by supplement the pnmary
hcating system

c) hcat the entire house

d) help reduce the amount of
energy uscd by the pn-
mary heating system

When insulating a basement
wall that has o history of major
moisture problems, you should:
a) use a waterproof insula-
tion maternal
b install a heavy-duly mois-
ture bamer ‘
¢} wmsulate from the cutside
dy notmsulate until the mois-
twre problem has been
eliminated

True or false?

g3 An wswlaion matenal’s abil-

ity 10 keep the heat in your
home is based solely on ils
thickness. One millimetre of
any Lype of nsulation will
always insulate as well as one
millimetre of anather.

[nstalling extra insulation is
always the first step you should
take to improve the cnergy
effliciency of your home.

REMEMBER . . . Please appoint a
Designated Driver over the holidays!
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11) Hot air rises, so insulating the
allic will make 4 house encrpy-
cfiicient.

12} Toremedy condensaliorn proh-
fems, the carth floor of a crawl
space should always be lefiun-
cavered so that it can dry out
naturally.

13y Windowstypically account for
10-25 per cent of a house’s
heat loss.

14) Caulking and weatherstripping
malerials are all the same. Any
ane type can seal the different
joir’s in your house as well as
another, s0 it makes sense to
buy the Icast costly product.

15) I is important to seal the sill

plate {the joint where the house
frame meets the foundation
wall) because this area can be
responsible for a large part of
the total air leakage in a house.

16) Il weatherstripping is properly
applied o doors and windows,
the unit cannot be opened.

17) FFor cach degree you sct your
thermostat above 20°C (on a
24-hour basis), your fuel con-
sumption will increase an av-
crage of five per cent.

ANSWERS

Score one point for each cormect
answer. More importantly, remem-
ber that cach question you have
unswered incomectly may be cost-
ing you money!

1. d)

2. c) Allter space-heating costs,
waler heating accounts for the
lzrgest portion of your energy
consumption. In fact, water

heuating uses more energy than
all of your lights and appli-
ances combined.

b) Annual servicing prior o
the heating season is the best
way 10 ensure safe and effi-
cient operation ol your heating
sysiem.

a) This will help the furnace
deliver heated air to all the
rooms in your house,
¢) If unireated, large amounts
of condensation can result in
all of these problemns.

b) Simple measures such as
cooking with lids on your pots
and avotding hanging wct
clothes o dry indoors will
reduce moisture production in
your house. Opening windows
can help reduce condensation,
but this isn't a practical solu-
tion because of the vast amount
of heated air it wastes.

a) Fireplaces can enhance the
aesthetics of a room tremen-
dously. However, they cannot
serve as effective primary or
supplementary heat sources,
and often cause the pnmary
heating system to work harder
than if the fAreplace wasn't
operating.

d) Concrcte basement walls
with moisiure problems should
be insulated only after the prob-
lem has been climinated and
the wall thoroughly damp-
proofed.

Falsc. A material’s thermalre-
sistance value, or ability to re-
sist heat flow, is measured in
RSI1 (metric) or B (impenal),
The higher the RSI or R value,
the betterthe matenial insulates.
In some cases, onc millimetre
of one type of insulation can
have a higher thermal resis-
tance value than two milli-

metres of another material,
{Continued on Page )
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