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Entertainment

Disney’s Oliver is good company

Dickens and Dispey seemed a
nightmare combination o me, an
orgy of sentimentalily and pathos
just walting to wash over a captive
audience.

Fortunately, [ was (aren’t 1
always..), and Oliver Company
Is a delightfu) little fltm, just perfect
for the holidays and those ever pre-
sent children.

The story is vaguely based on
Oliver Twist (which I read many,
many years ago and have since tried
to oglil:rate rom my mind), Oliver
is a kitlen without a home in New
York City in the mean, lean,
elghtles. He is quickly recruited by
the Artful Dodger, s wire-haired
Terrier and joins Fogin's gong, a
crew of cunning but loving dogs.
Fagin ia a caring master, bul a very
!IIJT one who is in debit to the nasty
oan shark, Mr, Sykes.

Oliver ends ug: In a heppy, rich
home, and Mr. Sykes s knoc off
in an unusually black scene for a
D cartoon. {It Is not unsuitable
for kids though.} The ending iz not
nearly as sappy as It co have
been, &nd both children who ac
companled me loved the [ilm (rom

Douglas

A lerger-than-life ego being wvery
much & vitnl part of any actor's
equipment, it should come as no sur-
prise when that is manifest in an
actor's sccount of his own life,

The Ragmean's Son, An
Aatoblogra by Kirk Dooglas
iSilmoa an huster, 510 ges, il-
lastrated, $29.35) is that ncrﬂlr 5 Cah-
did story of his own [arger-than-life
career,

Douglas became a movie star long
before the word ‘“superstar’” was
even coined, let alone devalued by
too frequent and unwarranted min-
ting. For [our decaodés, his name-
sbove-the-title existence made his
name and face familiar over much
of the world.

Now, at gge 71, he sets down in his
own lucid style the ups and downs of
that 1ife, unrefined ii the gloss of
any alick professional collaborator,
neither ‘‘authorized’’ nor
“unguthorized,”” but decidedly un-
diluted,

Not surprisingly, the lene of the
book is much like the Douglas per-
sonality on the screen - o litlle

ciotts, not always altogether

ikable, vet projecting a strengih

" and determination that tend to win
OveT.

The humble beginnings are
familiar enough. HIis parents,
Herschel and Bryna Danielovilch,
were penniless Russian-Jewlah Im-
migrants who settled ln Amsterdam,
N.Y. They were loo busy surviving
to pay inuch hecd ta the daydreams
of an only son {among six female
siblings) who wanted to be an actor,

That he succeeded, f{ar beyond
even his own dreams, is testimony o
that determination in the character
of Issur Danlelovilch, who becaome
Kirk Douglas,

He was 23 and working in a sum-
mer Lheatre when he changed his
name, thus leaving himsel! open to
anti-Semetic rernarks, made casual-
ly in his presence by those who

ldn't know he was Jewish, [I was a
rankling phenamenen Douglas was
to encounter ali his life.

Hiz achievemenis as a movie siar
{and ucer) have been . con-
siderable, and not alone in lerms of
box of(lce success. Ameng his 70-0dd
movies have been Champion, Lust
For Life, Paths of Glory, Spartacus,
The Bad And The Beautiful, Detec-
tive Story, Seven Days In May, Ace
In The Hole and (most recently)
Tough Guys.

At least some of them were
noteworthy - both to Douglas and to

movie-goers for reasons that
deserve to be recalled,

beglnning toend.

Blily Joel 11 the volce of the Artful
Dodger, and sings a couple of !-unfs,
as well, Cheech Marin provides a jot
of the laughs as Tito, a8 crazy Mex-
lcan Chihuahun with (remendous
nerve and bravade. Better Midler is
perfect as the voice of Georgelle, a
pampered poodle who loathes Oliver
and mest other living creatures.
Dom Deluise, Richard Mulllgan, and
Roacoe Lee Browne vide some ol
the other voices. re arc muny
songs in the movie, olihough none
were memocable; but then 1 don't
much like pop.

Oliver snd Company is o {gst
moving, tightly directed carioon,
with lots of laughs and some slightly
scary moments, Disney for the
elghtlea Is a little more hip, a litte
darker, and ultimately more
believable, You won't into & sugar
comna watching this film - which ia
good, consldering oll the junk one
consumes over the holidays.

towatch the games live.

Young fan puts together wrestling series

Aaron Weiss may be Canada’s

The 15year-old Toronto youth is

ming together a series ol 26 one-

TV wrestling shows. Welss has

just negotiated a disiribution agree-
ment with Raymond Internatlonal.

Weiss convinced the Inlemnatlonal
Cham innsl'xld: Wrestling organlza-
tlon ci[) the U.S. o allow him {o use
some of its wrestlers, The TV series,
belng shot at live matches, is a mix
of actlon and features, The {irst two
shows, shot at an ICW match In
Brampton, Ont., have been com-

leted.
plhe young businessman, who has
been called the *“teen wrestling
guru,” bas "‘an uncanny sensitivity
{a the right people,” aaid Bruce Ray-
mond, president of Raymond Inter-
naticnal. "He is working with lirst-
class production people. He knows
his subject maltter and hires expertia
for Lthe productionend.”™

Welss, who hns served as a wrestl-
Ing commentator for CITY-TV In
Taronto and on cable TV ghows,
became a wrestling fan at the age of
12. He has turned his Inlerest In
wrestling into a profesaion.

He is serving as producer, host,
ringside commentator oand inter-
viewer for the 28 ICW shaws.

“It's ve hard to ﬁtt into
something like this'' saig Weiss,
“especlally when you have no con-
nections. You hove o show your in-
telligence and overcome Initial
reluctance about your age. It's o
very tough, cut-throal business, but
age means pothing 1t depends on

| youngest sports enirepreneur,

lets the chips fall

Book Review
by Alex Barris

In Spartacus, which he put
together os well as starrod  in,
Dougias made the bold move of hir-
ing Dalton Trumbo as writer and
giving him screen credit, Tnunhﬂ
ane of the famous ‘'Hellywood Ten
who sgerved time in prison {or refus-
ing to co-operate with the MeCarthy-
era witch hunt, had resumed his
screenwriting career, bul under
pseudonyms. las was the first
do defy the blackllst and hire Trum-
bao openly. :

P?fﬁm}ruf Glory, a film about cor-
ruption and incompetence In the
French Army during the Fira! World
War, Is regarded today as o classic
anti-war {ilm.

Bot those films were directed by o

Stanley Kubrick, and Douglas
f:me outspoken In his app lan] of
Kubrick, both as a director (good)
and a human being (not so good),

Over the years, Douglas ngaln and
agsin demonstrated his in-
dependence, his courage In tackling
unpopular subjects, his willingness
o take gambles that resulted in
films that would not, in the hands of
studio moguls, have been as henest.

Douglas is quite candld in discuss-
ing the le he has dealt with. The
book includes his evaluation of such
lcons as John Woyne, Ellz Kazan,
Raou! Walsh and Robert Mitchum.
He is egually open in references (o
his romantic involvements (both in
and out of wedlock) with such people
as Joan Crawford, Rita Haywarth,
Gene Tlcmi'{l and Pler Angeli.

Douglas the jconoclast has no pa-
lience with the ‘‘auteur’’ theory,
which maintains that a flm is the
sereatlon” of the director and thal
sich elementa as writlng and acting
are far less important. To bolster his
view, he tells of the making of Lone
|v Are The Brave, one of his favorite
Irlms. The young director, David
Miller. was called away Rather
than delay production, Douglas
made Edward Lewis, his producing
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partner, the interim director, After-
wards, he asked Lewis If he had been
nervous. Said Lewis: “When you
have a great script, excellent uu:tum{
a good cameraman and no r[:ecln
effects, the director can gohome. "

Hungr{ for Broadway success,
long after achieving Hﬂllfwmd
fame, he returned to the siage in One
Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest, II wos
a fallure, bul he { the next
decade trying to lurn it into & movie.
In the end, It wos his oldesi son,
Michaet, who produced the h.igh‘il.{
successful movie - and by then Ki
was too o)d for the lending role,
which went to Jack Nicholson,

Despite this and other disappoint-
ments, It is an alr of bourdless ﬁ:—
timism that permenates the book. No
challenge ever scemed too great for
Douglas, no goal too distant to go
{or. One chapter begins: ‘I was €x-
hilarated. 1 hod crossed the Atlan-
tic." You almost expect the next line
to announce thal he had done [t on
fool.

if there is a letdown in the book, it
comes In the last quarter, o sectlon
devoted to Douglas’ many overscas
it ns goodwill ambassador on

If of the US government. Ad-
mirable though these journeys may
have been, they don't offer the
drama of the actor's struggles not
only to rise to prominence, bul to

In and keep control of his own
iim-making career.

Despite this late threat to its
averall dramﬂtlfs Hfﬂclivﬁnm. Th-:
Ragman's Son more than & cu
nbng:: the conventional Hollyweod
sutoblography - at least in part
because  of hﬂhl':: Plﬂ.lﬂlﬂu' will-
ingness to let the chips fall.

—Alex Barrls s the mulhor of
severzl books on {lilms and TV,
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Cenada's games agsainst the
US.A. (Dec, 23 Crechoslovakia
(Jan. 1) and the U.SHR. (Jan. 4
-will al! be televised live by CBC-TV-

but they start at 11:30 p.m. eastern
lUme.

Entertainment

Hob Spence
Thomson Illul iln’:!

Georgetown Matket Place 8731603
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS *3.95 & Up

-

bockground and street smarts, ..

Among the wrestlers f{eatured in
the series are Jumplng};he Sovaidl,
Sensational Vic Steamboat and Tony
“Mr. USA'" Allas.

Royvmond will distribute the shows
to stations across Canada and
elsewhere. The ICW will receive &
portion of the proceeds.

The TV is to make ita debut
in the spring. .

A CBCTV onehour uFecInl goes
befand the myths te explora the sex-
ual needs of senlor citizens.

The Best Year ta a forum,
taped at Seneca College In Toronto,
that examines |nUmacy, sexuality
and aging.

‘The special airs Jan. 8.
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Prince Charles doesn't think too
much of modern British archilec-

fure.

He made some sharply critlcal
stotements In o TV umentary
that was olred |n Britaln last month.
Now, he is offering his views In o
book, A View of taln: A Personal
view of Archilecture, which will be
released in Britain in March.

The book, largely based on the
documentery, will Include additinal
material in which the Prince of
wales “will expand and develop his
views,'”" aaid a spokesman f{or
Doubleday Canada. Doubleday will
publlsh the book here next year.

“His Roya! Highnesa's [orthright
atalements obout modem architec-
ture and contemporary urban plann-
Ing have struck a cord wttt:-_ hun-
dreds of thousands of people,'” said
John Pearce, editor-in-chief f{or
Doubledny Canads.

ENTERTAINING
THIS WEEK

‘Strate Up’

with
CHUCK HEROMAN

CELEBRATE
NEW YEARS

AT THE

McGIBBON
HOTEL
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WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
& FRIDAY

GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

il h to sto
Many Gonmiisti WIS WS 8 235 GUELPH STREET — 877-6232

up untll the wee hours of the morn
i:Fg if they want to watch Canada de-
fend its World Junior Hockey Cham-
plonship.

The 1989 tournament is being held
in Achornge, Alaska. The time zone
difference (Alaska |s four hours
behind Ontario) means residents of
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central and eastern Canada will
have to forgo some sleep |f they want
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Everyonas reads
small ads

— YOU ARE —

GETTING
MARRIED?

FREE BRIDAL SHOW

Sunday, February 26th
Cultural Centre — 1:00 p.m.

CALL FOR INFORMATION

YOUSELL

1% ARMITRCH] AVENUE
ArOAQETOWN
BrT-2wd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

1330811

Rexd All The Locat News bo...
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Homd Newspaper ol Hallen Hillg
Evtadlabed 1564

B877-2201
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POMPEI PIZZERIA
Falkue & SUBS

Mon o Wed. $1 00 off smal,
medium pirzs and $1.50 oft

Y
L T PERSONAL AND FAMILY
largo and jumbo pizzas
— PICK UP ONLY -

i,ﬁj : FINANCIAL PLANNING
Mutua! Life of Canada %@m& ggg{l/

8731877
14 Eluna Court ' SIMCE 1910

WANTED
Gaorgatiawn Community Minded
ser Hostesses: Cathy Dooley 877-8653
Debble Buller 877-8591

Business
Jack Pignatell Call:
Reg: 8774570 Are you naw In lown of nave had a new

baby? Please call Cathy or Dabblel

Bue: 451-3500 377'2201

Courtesy of these fine businesses
— agnd —

S

{HALTON HILLS)




