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Our best to you

Amid all the hoopla that has become known as “the com-
mercialization of Christmas’’ you can still see the true
spirit of the season shining through.

You may just have to look for it a little closer, but it's

there.

It's in the faces of the people you pass

on the streets as

they go about their busy Christmas shopping. There are
smiles when other times of the year they are less af-

fordable.

It's in the air with the sounds of Christmas carolling and
the Yuletide music that we somehow never grow tired of,

year after year.

It's in the religious pageantry of Christmas, that retells
the story of why we celebrate this time each year.

And of course, it's in the excitement we can sense in the
children. Even the youngest, who in past years have not
realized what this is ail about, are coming to the realiza-

tion that this is something big.

The heart of any Scrooge melts when he lets himself see
the joy in the faces of children, because the children carry

the message.

Enjoy this festive season to the fullest. There’s nothing
else any time of the year that can create such magic.
From all of us, to all of you, a very Merry Christmas and

the best in 1989.

Reflections

Staff
Comment

In the past 12 months, enough has
happened in (his relatively quiet
town of 35,000 tc give a
like m & chance Lo
mdvi:tu.l.ll:«r every conceivabla
R e reflections.

Janmary - The Dr. Jack Ford ap-
peal resumed. 1 sat through two ses-

staggerl amount of highly
ulngimtm After my%!’.'m
at the hearings, 1 had 70 pages of
tosl through.

Fﬂrurjm‘lhu gix-week old strike
at Curwood Pnchﬁ was settled,
The strike was the {irst of Its pature -
both Jengthy and at tiﬁnu confroota-

!

calling gynecclogist
obstetrician Dr. Jack Ford a
“gignificant threat to the communi-
ty” and backed up the Georgetown
hospital's decision to remove his
vileges. A column 1 wrote follow-
the hearings t some (n-
calls.
verdict
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more of the gum was used in a rob-
bery of the Main Street Canada
Trust branch.

"3 By BRIAN MACLEOD

Jans - After & 3% month strike
workers at Smith and Stone returned
to work. It was the longest sirlke in

in recent memory. Both

the th and Stone and Standard
Products sirikes centred around
pensions

July - Residents all over Southern
ﬂnturinnrdtﬂ'adinalﬂlg'lhjhag
wave carTying temperalures over
degrees Celclus for days at a time.
The accompanying drought damag-
ed crops, and cresaled a mad rush for
fans andd alr conditioners.
Azgust - Halton police scized one

of almost 100 per cent pure co-
calne valued at $350,000 in a rald In
the lot of the Oakville GO
train station. It was only the second
time in Lhe area, 100 per cent pure
cocaine had been [ound.

tember - After a | and

- Prime Minister Brian
came to town saying *'free
trade bullds bridges."” But he
wouldn't talk to the press.

The study group looking into the

October

landfill In Acton walked out
In an interesting meeting al the
Lions Clubhall in Milton.

November - The mopth of the dou-
hle elections. Mayor Miller stuck to
his word and defeated Pam Sheldon

62 per cent of the vote in what
ha tted wundinjum{:l&

you

its beginnings in November of
1987. Town councillors voted Lo fire
admintstrator clerk Joe Simon aiter
. After hours on

tional ' at the following
cmmcil
When him, the town of-
fered Joe $20,000 in severance
. In May, 1988 he wttled for
000.

“All | want is a hacksaw so | can escape
from debtor’s prison...”

MPPs deal with a sensitive issue

From the hush in the leglalature as
NDP Leader Bob Rae asked the
tion you could tell it was a sen-
tive matter,
Normally, there {3 heckllng and

barracking galore during Questlon
Period at ‘s Park,
But not while Rae was asking

Solicitor-General Joan Smith about
the sthooting death of Michael
Lawson, 17,

The black leenager waos kiiled by
police Dec. 8 in Peel Region just
west of Toronlo while he was driving
astolen car.

But the incident itsell is anly the
ﬂ?l%f I iccberg.

ere are several DIgger lssues

here, of which Lowson's death is on-
ly the symbol. |

Itae dealt with one of them in his
question.

It involves what system will be us.
ed o handie compiaints frum
citizens about police behavior,

The former Censervative govern.
ment established o civillan review
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DE BN EGUTEREE R SO N

N, T

W T

P R T

R, R

,ﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁlﬁﬁﬁmﬂm. i, Vo, Wy, S Wit N R N Sy Wi SR A, S

PP S SR R, Nk S B Wik, W N R Nt S T LRy U R

oboly NIGDT

May God bless you and keep you in the
circle of His precious love now and for-
ever. Have a wonderful Christmas season. :

Pyotont Getlingl
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Queen’s
Park

Qerek Nelson
Thomson MNews Seivice

for pollce complaints in
etro Toronte, again farﬂy as the
|

result of the shooting of o black by a
policemnan.
The argument was thalt police

couldn't be lrusted to invesiigole
themselves, evea using police from
another force.
Under the first commissiener,
Sydney Linden, the system a
to work surprisingly well,
and there was widespread cxpecta-
lion that! the same process would be
extended Lo the whale province,
That never did hoappen, although
the new Liberal government in-
troduced a bill in 18868 that would
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Citizens’

A youngster’s wish
becomes a reality

To Whom I} May Concernu:

My name is Palrick and 1 am 16
years old. | have a terminal illness
called Kugeiber Wellander, a form

of Muscular Dystrophy.
I live with my parents, my brother
Eric, and my two sisters Josee and

Sylvle. Sylvie also has muscular
d

1|rI! Hgt day with this disease

bat 1 love life and 1 will accept
whatever comes my way. Everyone
in my family has hel me cope
with my disease, ﬁcaﬂy the day-
today obstacies t T must go
through being in & wheelchalr that
folds into a bed (like a stretcher).

In spite of my handicap, [ do mg
studles at home for my ihealt
prevents me f{rom retuming o
school.

My lent I'nuhhhdy is my comic
book. T have worked for two and @
half years to make this comic book
and I is my life’s work.

It is something that 1 have done
myself from start to finish, and it is
something | can leave behind me
‘when 1 am gone, as “my ac
comnplishment.™

I do hope Lhat [ will live for a very
Jong Lime, but 1 also realize what thia
disease can do to a person [or | have
lived with It for many years.

I have had a yf:t dream and
thanks to A World of Dreams Foun-
datlon Canada, it has come true,

In October, Natalie Villemure of
the Muscula- Diystrophy Association
in Montreal contacted A World of
Dreams to ssk them if they could
fulfill my dream. Natalle spoke to
the President, Deborah Sims, and
within five minmutes Deborah called
me and we my dream. She
said sure, we would love to do |t |
cotldn't belleve it for [ had tried so
many tlmes with other companies,
and was done.

The hardest thing for me to do was
to send Deborah ﬂgy m{lj: bmhmbtﬂ
she promised gua
with ber life,

MeDonald’s

spoken  with

Restsurants in Toronto and they had

glven ber the name of a company
was also

Within one week
Deborah called to say that she had

who non-profit, and the
ﬁu‘hﬂ of children's magaxines,
and Chicades. The Y

Naoturalist Foundation had agreed -
they would publish my comic bock.
The (ollowing week, the grecalest

news was given io me Cales
Bookstorees oscross Canadn  would
sell my comic book - 1 couldnt

believe this had all happened within
twa weeks after 3speaking 1o
Deborah.

This is the most important event in
my llfe and [ wanted to share it with
ﬂfu! for & few reasons. | told
Debo that I wanted to do a lol of
publicity for T want le lo buy my
comic book. I want to hopefully ralse
money for my family. it would mean
g0 very much to me to be able to glve
them something for a change and
posaibly for me to be a little more in-
d d{-.nt. as all sixteen year olds
like ta be.

The other reason iy that | want to
give money to A World of Dreams,
so ihey can [ulfill dreams for ler.
minally, eritically nnd chronically
il chii in my name.

Having a dream come true gives
you hope, and nakes you happy, al 2
Umeuﬁu you need it most.

I have worked so hard on this com-
ic book and I want other kids lo have
the enjoyment of reading it. T aolso
want other handica children, no
matter what their discase is, to know
that I 1 could do thls, then they could
alsg achleve samething.

Some of us do not have our
lifetimea to achieve our goals, make
a name for ourselves, and thal is
why It Is so Important te do what we
can, with whatever handicap we
have, "“"NOW."

i snyone of you oul thero are
reading my letter, please help me
fulfill my m please buy my
comic book. Reallze that even I you
are handicapped like me, you can
make dream c<ome true -
especially If you have a (riend like A
World of Erum.!

Call Deborah at World of Dreama
If you are like me and need them. It

are lu enough to be heglthy,
m]p thern with money and services,
but above all, carc and give what
you can; for flrst-hand, [ can tell you
that there |ls nothing as speclal as
having your dream come Llrue,
Thank you,
Patrick Seguin
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have done 50, I{ became stalled nfter
the Gri:]a decided to re-think thelr
B ach, '

n Rae's cyes, a key requirement
of Lhe l.uw:un'ﬂmetlng Investigation
ls that it bef done by somecne
“independent of the police, -
dent of the (Ontario) Fnllcm-
misslen, independent of the powers-

‘that-be."

He nated that Lawson's mother
has osked for an investigation by
Clare Lewis, who is Linden's suc-
tessor as head of the Metro com.
plaints commission,

Rae endursed that idea, “in order
i give the lamily somewher lo go
that is independent, somewhere that
they can have some confldence in
the* process, and some confidence In
the fairmess of the result.”™

Of course, Mae weakens his own
case for an “independent™ Ingquicy:
by hoving already concluded the
Lawson shooling incident makes ''no
sense to me or to o greal many ather
people’”.

And the prublemn with using Lewis
is thul Torenlo police are In almost
open revolt ogaoinst his judgments
and decisions. .

It is this palice skepticism about
Lewis that is going to create doubts
about the [alroess of Solicitor.
General Smith's

Joan just-

gmnounced task force oo pollce and
vialble minorities,

It remalns to be seen wha!

tesms of reference the task force
will be given, and how it will inter-
pret them,

But it Is quile clear from tha com-
ments of some of the self-proclaimed

binck community leaders who've
bacome {nvolved the Lawson casd
- and where short of murder

will esa them - that

they'll see it 2z putting the police on
trial

In short, the whole [ssue of
whether police used excessive force
in the Lawson lncident is now com-
plicated by racla) politica, Apnd it is
racial politics that will be the true
mandate of the task force.

Police shootings are diificult
enough when the dead person s
white, as the current and controver-
sial inquest into the OPP shoo
death near Windsor Indicates, bu
vnce color s injected, it takes on an
added dimenslon.

One hopes thalt this task force
won't degenerale into just another
kneo-jerk, ‘'black-as-victim’'
morality play, but actually will
seripusly examine some of the
broader raclal guestions involving
crime and the police.

Toronto business man

takes over PTL assets

The bizarre and sleazy aftair of
Jim and Tommy Bakker and the
PTL Club has taken a decisive lum,
with the bonkrupt club's nssets win.
ding up in the hands of Toronto
uminessman Stephen Mernick.

Mr. Memick, whose deal with the
bankruplcy trustees has been on and
off more than onee over the past few
months, paid $65 millien (V.5 in
cash recently for the PTL ossets.
They include undeve land in
Norih Carolina, o Christion theme
park - a sort of Disneyland for [un-
damentalists and the television
station that once broadcas! the Jim
and Tammy show,

Mr. Bakker stc]ppcd down [rom
the PTL ministry lost summer after
admitting to a sexual llaison with
Jemsica Hohn, a church secrelary.
Since then, sume of Mr. Boakker’s
male associales have confessed to
similar encounters with the disgrac-
od evangelist

But the story doesn’t stop there
Last weeck, Mr. Bakker and two of
his associntes were indicted on 24
counts of mall, tax and wire fraud,
and on charges that they pockeled
millions of dellars of their followers’
donaliens.

DISRESPECTFUL DISTANCE

No wonder Mr. Mernick, aged 34,
is Irying to distance himsell [rom
the PTL alfair, daolng his best to
¢lude reporters who want to play up
the more sensational aspects his
purchase, That Mr. Mernick 15 an
Orthodox Jew has led people to
speculate about what he might do
with the television munistry. Will he
ask the Bokkers to come back? one
reporter asked.

ot likely, 1 would say. slthough
Yr. Memrnick iy silent  about  his
future plans. Te him. the purchase
amply was a good deal, like the

former  Firestone Tire latt  in
Flanulten, which he bought last sum-
N .

Originally. Mr. Mernick offered
$115 million for the PTL assels, X
million in cash. But the bankruptcy
judge tumed his offer down, saying
it would be too vasy for him not pay
the rest Last inonth, Judge Rufus
Hevnolds held an wuction for the
assets at which no vne made a hid
“I wanted to get them while they had
the [ever,” the disoppointed judge
caid at the time

Reports

| Ottawa

Vic
Parsons

Two government reports released
recently provide food for thought if
taken together.

One was the annual auditor-
general’s repori, which always gets
much publicity because of the em-
barrassing accounts of how federal
finances are mismanaged.

The other recelved less attention.
It was Revenue Canada's publica-
tion of Taxalion Statistics for the tax
year 1986,

Auditor-General Ken Dye, 8 plea-
gant man who becomes a tiger when
confronted with tales of [inancial
bungling, had a few harsh words for
the apparenily cosual way Revenue
Coana goes afler dellnguent tax-
payers.

While there's a need to respect Lhe
rights of those taxpayers, he said,
there's o danger of going too far In
letting the delinquents of[ the hook.

“Canadians believe in [aimess.”
Dye said. “'But (pimess also re
quires that the quiet majority who
pay their full taxes on time should
not be eventually penalized Dy hav-
ing to compensate for those who fall
to pay theirshare.”

‘Pge Revenue Cannda [igures
showed that about 8,250 persons out
of 810,000 earning more than $30,000 -
or about elght per cent - pald no in-
come tax ot all in 1988. About 100 of
these egrned more than £250,000,

Among taxpayers who cam bet-
ween §15.000 and $30,000, aboul 8,780
. or about 7.6 per cent - pald no in-
came tax.

S0MFE IMPROVEMENT

These {igures are an improvement
aver 1968, when nearly B,000 people
who earned $50,000 and up paid na In-
come tax, inciuding 250 in the
quarter-million-dollar  bracket. But
it's backaliding (rom pmllminag
1986 figures reported last Moy whi
suggeated only 5,220 well-oll persons
excaped the taxman's bite.

Someone just aboul now is saying:
“Aha, this Is mmpﬂﬂnﬁ lpﬂ,ﬂ to
oranges. After all. people who use
the rules fairly to escape paying tax
are pot In the same league as n

wt’.ll

+ Your
;' Business
© Diane Maley
Thomeon Hews Service
Mr. Memick was not the onl
Canadian enifflng around the
assots, Vancouver businessman
Peter Thomas, (ounder of the Cen-
tury 21 real estate franchise (o

Canada, had been In the running un-
til recently. Mr. Thomas appears
have been knocked out of the bidding
when a deal o sell his share in Cen-
tury 21 to his fartrﬂ.-r fell through,
sparking a lawsult.

Another Toronte businesaman,
Michael Karas, dropped out of the
bldding on Tuesday, the day before
Mr. Mernick made his winning bid.

RAISES QUESTIONS

The whole unsavory after raises
questions about TV evangellsts who
solicit money, Indeed beg for it, from
Eﬁ e ured ﬁhJ:uTi mmtﬁd g

-nat a on, ex-
ﬁimgltnlﬂﬂtm-ninhmul_

ng¢ doubt many Canadians have
beeri bilked by the Bakkers as well.
Are the viewers alone to blame?

When the PTL assets went on the
block, Mr. Bakker's supporters
made a blg fuss about trying to buy
them back. They called the man who
stepped in to nm the TV minlsiry an
agent of Lhe devil and the delay in
concluding the sale a ajgn from

I'm all for freedom of speech, but
should people llke this
unfettered access to Lhe
Surely tors should
responsibility for allowing the
gl the Bakkers {0 prey on unsuspec-
ting television viewers.

4

¢ l:{\t.;usllun is not reli

[reedom but debesement of religion
and exploltation of the old, the sick
and the weary, the lonely and lost
sxi]s who hope to buy their ticket to
heaven by showering people of ques-
tionable virtue with m ]

Whatever Mr. Mernick does with
his new property will be a tremen-
dous improvement.

provide
food for thought

Granted. But Dye's
ventured [urther into the realm of
percelved [almess,

when
that in referring to non-collection of

taxes he was merely

ahlllty of future governments
lect tax revenues.'
For some Years
have been raised
How, for example, could huge com-
panies such as uxn
and Brascan Lid.
come of about $308 million and
nﬂlllﬂnmlmmdr;ntm:cmtd
te Income tax

mmmznnawunnmm

: Wh?r has the of
tawa's revenie

Early om
vative lea
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