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Wood heating: is it right for you?

The energy crisis of the mid- 19705

is behind us, but high fucl prices are
here now and even higher ones are
likely to follow. That has lead o

growing number of Canadians &0,

explore the potential for heaung
their homes with wood.

Encrgy-ellicient wood-buming
staves are now availuble in a wide
variety of designs, inchuding teadi-
tional-looking equipment that has
all the benefits of modem technol-
ogy. Homcowners interested in
heating with wood are almost cer-
tain tofind anappliance thal matches
their decor,

Appearance is impartant, butit is
only one of miny considerations
when purchasing wood-buming
cquipment. In fiact, before youeven
begin 1o look at appliances you
should ensure that you have access
toasecure, reasonably priced wood
supply. If you do, and you are will-
ing to devote the cxtra time and
attention required 1o operate a safe
and efficient system, you'll find
that heating with wood van be a
rewarding ¢xperience in terms ol
comfort, acsthetics and cost.

Appliances

Selecting the appropriale wood-
buming appliance for your needs
will probably require some rescarch
and comparative shopping. You'll
find that proper installation of wvod-
heating equipment s CXPERsiHve,
obviously. it costs more (o install ¥
central heating system than a (ree-
standing stove. Also, central heat-
ing systems do nat lend themselves
taself-installation. Wood stovesand
fumaces range in price from a fow
hundred 1o several thousand dol-
lars. and an approved chimney sys-
tem can cost more than the appli-
ance.

Wood-buming appliances come

in a varety of types, shapes and
sizes. They include space heaters,
pellet-buming stoves, COokMOVEs,
forced-air wood furnaves, bollers,
add-on furmaces and boilers. and
dual-fuel fumaces. The equipment
you select will depend largely on
the rofe you intend if 10 play in the
home.

Spend some  tune beconung
familiar with the vanous vplions.
Wwith sufficient information about
your heating regurements and thue:
prapased location of the appluance,
an tnfonned deater can usually
recontmend the appropriate 1y pe and
size of equipment for your needs,

It is impaaant tu buy equipment
that has been tested and labeled to
the standards of the Canadian Stan-
dards  Axsociation (CSA) or the
Undecwriters Laborateries of Can-
ada (ULC). Before you purchase
any equipment. chech with your
INSUTINCe agent about coverage.
Same companies charge  higher
premiurns for homes equipped with
wood-buming appluinces.

The chimney |

The chimney s 45 (mMpoOTLant &
e heater itself, Uiniess you are an
accomplished  du-1t-yourselter.
completely familiar withlocal build-
g and fire codes. and have acvess
1eadvice from aspecialized healing
apphiance dealer. your chimney
should be installed by aprofessnal.
preterably inside the house rather
than on an exterior wall.

Proper instaflanion isonly the firvt
sep toward ~afe operation. You
Jhould also hawve the chimney in-
spected regularly and cleaned when
neccy»ary.

Satety
Wood-buming heating  apph-

unu.:::xn:quircmun:muint::n:m::cumi
attention than efeetrie, oif or natural
zas systems. This is because creo-
sate, 2 fammable bypraduct of
incomplete wood cambustion.con-
tinually accumulales on the instde
sutfaces of the hoting cquipment,
panticularly in the fue pipe and

chimney. As littke as 6 m (1A 0,

of creosote can result ina chimney
fire.

Y ou can slow down the build-up
of creosote by using a chimney thi
s insuliated and an efficient apph-
ance! by burning well-scasoned
wod, and by building hot. quick-
buming fires. However, fegular
chimney inspection and cleaning
are the best ways 1o aveid prob-
lems. Your home should also be
equipped with smoke detectors.

Ashes should be removed from -

wood-buming appliances as ofien
as necessary. This can vange from
once a week for an appliance used
ay the primary source of heal, (©
suce o month (or less) for supple-
mentary woedd heaters.

Although creosote js the com-
mon ¢nemy, carbon monoaide (an
odourless. colourless and asieless
s ) is the most dangerous product
of incompleie wood combustion in
the home. To avond this problem.
ensure thitt your system has good
draft and that you burn small, hot
fires ruther than large smouldering
O1es.

The fuel supply

The efficiency of a wood-heat-
ing system iy affected by the quality
of the fuel. Firewood should be
dried in the open air, preferably
under a cover to keep the rain off,
for one year before use, Seasoned
firewood bums more etficiently,
giving more heat 1o the house per

If you're searching for your d
Estate Outlook can help. Qur weekly real

cord of wood winle lessening 1he
potential for dungerous creosote
builki-up in your chimncey. o addi-
tion to having a reliable source of
wood, yau will seed w have ade-
quate covered storige space for your
winter supply.

Firewood dealers repularly ad-
vertise 1In local newspapers and an
communily biliboards. You might
want 1o ask a woemd-buming friend
ar neighbaur to recommend a sup-
plier [rom pust expenience.

Make sure you know whatyou're
getting when youpurchase firewood
fram a dealer. The commaon cord
measurenient for firewoodis 1.2 m
X 12mX 2damid X 4 X B)
Howeyer, other measurements ane
also used. including “stove cords”

and “face conds™, which are consid- .

crably smaller than a cord. When
price shopping, make sure you arc
comparing the same amount of
woodd.

You should also pay attention 1o
the species of wood you are buying.
Dense hardwonds, such as magple,

4

etk aed ash, wre preferuble Tor wood
heating and command  premium
prives. Softer, fess-dense species,
such as paplar and spruce, are less
expensive and are ideal For small,
fast fircsin the spring and Gall, when
high heat output is not needed.

Only expericnee williell youhow
mueh woeod younecd forilie winter,

A medivm-sized modem house, al

heated  exclusively  with wood,
would necd between four and aix
cords, bn the same house, a space
heiter used for pan of the day may
consume two to four cords, while
reducing conventional Tuel use by
muore than 54 per cent. Considera-
hly more wood will be required
under very cold conditions or for
large, leaky, poorly-insulated
wuses,

A comprehensive booklet on
buming wood in the home, Resi-
dential Wood Heating: A Home-
owner' s Guide, is available by writ-

-ing to Energy. Mines & Resources

Canada, Residential Encrgy Man-
agement Division, 580 Booth 5t..
Otiawa. Ontario K1A OEA4.
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