Police kept busy
during power outage

Halton Police were oul
at the crack of dawn Thursday Lo
monitar traffic at Halton Hifls' ma-
jor intersections.

Halton's major concern was the
early mom rush hour, ac
to a ce an. The
intervections of Guelph Street and
Mountalnview Road, and Winston
Churchill Boulevard and Steeles
Avenue were police on
“point duty.'' Pollce directed traf-
fic with flashing lights or by hand
xignais.

A third intersection at Stecles
Avenue and Trafalgar Road waa
"‘a big concern because Lhe traffic
speed 13 much hiﬁher (than the
other intersectiona),”” said palice.

And “pecple weren't exactly
followlng the nies of the road at
Guelph and Moumtainview,” added
8 polica spokesman.

Hee say the roads were in good
condition once the ice from over-
night melted, and that there were

noe accldents related to  the
biackout.

But they added that phone lHnes
WeTe up all morning with
people inquiring about achool
closures, and asking when the

would returm.

"People should have portable
radios and batteriea handy,” said
police. added that since the
gonrree of Lhe blackout was in Peel,
their information came (rom Lhe
radio. own's 11 Division
Polive Station on Guelph Street ran
this morning with a backup
Renerator.

Peel Reglonal Pollce called
Halton pollce at 11:30 a.m. to say
Georgetown and  Acton's  power
wouldd resume at 2 pm. The power
was resumed 0! 1 p.m. After more
than eight hours of hydro efforts.
Police said the blackout was handl-
ed “bagically quite weil” but paid
they were “'too busy responding to
the situation to answer (people’s)
questions. "'
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1 was moal annoyed because we
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foct you?

LYNNE ARNOTT
It wus a Hitle chilly in the bouse.

DON SMITH

"I had & wood stove, ] just beated
some water, made some coflee and
fried my cggs. Bot my wife drives »

llve cut of lown. My husband and 1
had doctors and dentisis sppeint-
ments that we had (o rebook "

We pot the fireplace to good ase. But
It wffecied the kids. They cowldo’t

Schools finally close

watch TV or

after cold, dark morning

Georgetown'’s 10 public and three
Catholic schools closed Thursday
around lunchtime after power wik
cut off by Ontario Hydro,

The hydro commlssion shut
down electricity to Lhe Geotgetown
and rural Acton {ollowing a
trarmission  tower accident at
Erin Mills Parkway and Hlghwoy
40 in Mississauga sl 4:38 a.m, The
%0 000-volt power source served
Halton Hills, Missizsauga &nd
Brampton.

The 10 schools In Lhe publle
Halton Board of Education closed

shortly after hmeh afler Ear:nu
were contacted throug the

board’s ﬂnu-‘gmcy telephone net-
work, sald local trustee Arlene
Bruce. Georgetown's three
Catholle schools closed shortly
before noon when parents were
contacted, sald Halton Roman
Catholic ale School Board
trusies Irene McCauley.

Buges were silll arxd
schoola couldn't close dnqeta the
power outage. "You couldn't listen
to the radio to bear whether or not
Enur school was closed,” sald Mrs.

Tuce,

Halton schools give parents a list
of radio stations where lhey can
listen for closures when school
starta in September, she said,

'Cold weather a godsend
for movers of meat

Thursday's power ouisge had
suparmarket store owners

byt Steak Expresa al
) Guelph Street in Georgetown
came

propared,
It wasn't & back-up generator
owner Dave Ogicy had wl.uuu'
him. It was just thoso y
refrigeration units which can keep
meat frozen for up to 20 hours.

“It didn't effect me at this time
of the year but I wouldn't want it to
ha In the summer "’ he sald.

“bax freezers'' Kkept his
frozem meat 30 cold thal it dida't
oven to get soft, he said.

Upright froezers aten’t quite as

airtight but they dik! the job, he
sald.

The altemative was to store Lhe
meat outside or in the car, he add-
od. But the power waa restored
time, negating the neod for such
MeAsuTe,

The to
goods

£3,000 $4,000
remlhrlg in
from meats
and desserts.
Mr, Ogley couldn’t pu
value on lost sales bul
eight customers usually
meat at his store on ¥y mor
ings and those sales were loat.

Bell lines snarled
with power blackout

It icked up the Thurs-
day m Iiu:ard dead gilence, it was
because the central station In
Brampton was affected by the eight-

hour power hlackout,
The offices in areas like

Mississauga and Brampton were hit
by the power outage and had to rely
on either diesel or battery back-up
systems, said Geoff Mallhews,

Media Affairs Manager for

UR LANGUAGE

by Jeffrey McQuain

Pukka proves to be gemune or of
top quality. Among English adjvctives
from India, this word is defiritely
plkka.

Bedecked appears dressed up or

Canada in Ontario,

Mr. Matthews added that
alowdowns caused dial tones lo lake
longer than usual to conpect.

So, if you picked up the phone and
heard nothing, hanging on for a lew
more seconds would have done the
trick, he said.

Telephones (hemselves were fully
pperable, while the rest of current-
supplied sources went black,

(3. I've alwayr used the spelling
curh, bul recently | camr arross the
spelling kerh. Are those two cqually
acceptnhle?

A. Mo, they're not, but the preferred
spelting depends on your location The
British use kerb far the edge built
along a streel; Americans prefer to
speil that word curb. linless you're
writing for a British reader, the use of
kerb is a practice that American writ-

“We had sa much o do, since I
was before Christmas. Bat It waa
very cosy here (Vanderburgh
Flowers), We had sl least W0
candles buraing and Coelemsn
sioves. Ooe lady made coffee ai ber
bome and broaght i In, In & (hermes.
1 ibink e¢veryoue In Georgetown
would have beemn bere U ihey had
bheard bow nioe It was."
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I “Angéls

schood bus, so {(the hlackowt) af-
fected her pretty badly.”

ptay video gumes. They
eoded up dolng their homework Iin-

MIKE EIKERMANN

‘‘“Wheo you dreve through
Georgetown and Norval, tbere
weren't any police « | Just
figured it was kind of unsafe lo bave
e cc owt ai all during ibe
bls t. 1 wan travelling to Bramp-
tom to go Lo » muskc shep.™
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from the realms....”

finely decorated. Don't gef in1o a Hg&
about bedecked, or you might The primary classes of Park Public School presenied  dieoce. liere, students give 1L thelr all during a musleal
erssbould try te curh. their C%rhtmu concerl uction of lave A ileart -  portlon af the production.

Aerked.
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