utlook on Halton Hills

By DONNA KELL
Herald Staft

The greater of Halton Hills
wii the grasp of &
_ blackout that leated for
etght Thereday morning.

The source of the blackout, whick
affected approximately 87,000
homes and Duxinesses, was a 150
foot hydro transmiszion tower that
CAme to the emit-
ting 290,000 volts of live power al
43 a.m. Hydro officlals belleve the
incident wia Lhe result of vandalixm,

Georgetown, rural Acton, Bramp
ton and Missiszauga were without
power, Including traffic lights until 1
p.m. when ecrew members Perouted
electrical current from the Enn
Mills Parkway-Highway 43 tower (o
local generating stations.

“It involves a whaole 1ot of juggling
to reroute power,'” sald Ontario
Hydro spokesman Masry-Jane Jaf-
fray. “We've rerouted the power and
we're going to install a new tower by
Sunday.”

Hydro officials say no one was In-
ured duri the several minutes
lve cables lay strewn across Erin
Mills Parkway in Misgissauga, but a
woman driving a courler truck im-

acted with the circuit, Peel

1 Polloe zay.

woman, who remained in her
truck after hitting the wires, was
unharrmed.

"It's unhelievable that somnebody
didn't get hurt,” sajd Mllton Ontaric
Hydro representative Don Nelson
He added that the wire the
current was on the road for several
minutes. Officlials pulled the plug on
the area's elactrical A3 3000
a1 the accident was noticed,

Ma. Jaffray sald an l;:ﬁnidmt of
Lhia ;ru?u'ﬂm would be pi up sai
the area’s central siations.

The transformer astation
the 2%0.,000 voits rtns [rom Richview
Transformer Station near Lester B,
Pearson International to the
Traf Tramdormer ttop In

e, Ms Jaffray sald anything
Involving Richview would have a
major impact cna tlon,

as pumps, taffic ts, and
wtreet lights were off in Georgetown
sireets ca BOTTM ¢ to aban-
N taris. Tiyirs Soageats the
0 suggests CRlne
of the tower collapee {3 *‘vandaiimm.
Someone had removed the nuis from
the front of Lthe tower.” said Mg, Jaf

fray.
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added that & large per-
mﬂmmmgrm:umm
the nuts was responsible for making
the struchoe unsafe. YA child or a
smmall woman couldn't have done

thizs ** she said.
Peel Heglonal Police and Outaro

officials are in the
!*l:ﬂfll'ﬂL vestigating

Downtown Actom, which v fed
from a (ransformer wtation in

was unzffected by the
bls sccording {0 focal hydro
officials.
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Power was off for over ¢ight hours afler 3 hydro Uransmisslon tower
came crashlng across mir off-ramp along Hwy. 463 Officials suspect van-
dalism: as (he cause foc the Incident which ted to trallic problems and loss
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of revenue for businesases which had
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Downed tower causes 8-hour blackout
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to close down during the power

outage. Fortunately, there was no one hirt in the incldent.

Grocers scramble to save perishables

By BRIAN MacLEOD
_ Herald Biaff
" One of the longest power ocutages
In Halton Hills in years cost
businesses in town thousands of
dollars Thursday, mostly in loat

;o sald  Miracle
er Tim Martin of
the elght-hour t.

The power shortage disturbed the
Guelph Street store’s computer
Fystem rmdu'iﬁrmh registers in-
operable, sald Mr. Martin, Cashiers
expected to be using hand
ulp tors well into the evening, he
pald.

bage, sald Mr. Martin,
store remalned open duriog
the blackout zs X Lo 4 customers
in the dark on a momning in
mofe than 200 customers
through the checkmts,

An meat which became
dizcolored due to temperatures
which got az high s 8 degroes
Fahrenheit, will be thrown out, sald
Mr, Martin.

The effect was not as dramatic
acroas the sireet at Loblaws super-
market where about 200 of
dry ice helped o keep cool,
sald store manager Ron
MeEachern.

Loblaws locked up, tuming (he
“whole store Into a refrigerator,” he
sald,

The dry lce was placed
sirategically over red memls and
frozen while Lhe siore Itsedl

relatively cool, he sald,
store remalned closed until

shortly after 1 p.m. when power was
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What appe

ars to have been » senseless acl of vyan-
dalism could have had dire consequences U a hydro
transmission tower had fallen durlng a busy iime of the

day for llwy. 481, As It was the driver of this conrier

truck was (he only onc who came close fo comloy In con-
tact with the high-voltage llnes. and she managed Lo
racape the danger tone without injury.

restored,

At the new Knechtel's
Food Market in Moore Park Plaia,
mmlmmvnuvm approach came Lo
mind.

"We emptied our counters and put
It in the back room and opened the
back two doors,” sald store owner
Bob Creasy.

The ble goods survived the

elght-hour power outage through Lhe
msehul nature's refrigeratoc, hesald,
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but il also last between $1,000 and
$4,000 in business - & lot for a smaller
store, sald Mr, Creaxy.

of customers during the

rush devastating

for us,” sald Canadian Tire owmner
Murrsy Lawton.

The doors remalned cloasd at
Canadian Tire until 2:30, when Lhe
memory to the computer run cash
boxes could be rest :

Al 4:X p.m., Canadlan Tire still
had only of the five checkouts
ln operation, sald Mr, Lawton,

One person who waited outslde

Vandalism

in tower

Ontaric Hydro suspects vandaltsm
in the transmission lower accident
Thursday that cut off power In
Georgelown, rural Acion, Brampton
nnd  Mississaugn, aflecting  B7,000
homes and businesses .

Hydro spokesman Ross  Fitchett
sait] the hydro commission {3 unsure
of when the outs op the 150-fool
tower's  base were looscned  and
removid or who the vandal was. But
he added the pressure on the bolts
ptus a strong gt of wind knocked
the ginnt tower oOver, sprawling i
across the off.ramp of westhound
Highway 403

“To k the base of the tower In
plonce, 1there are eight nuls
alipgether. All of them were loken
iff and taken away,” he snid

Canadian Tire during the moming
power shoriage told Er Lawton that
upwards of 30 customers came and
left In just one half-hoyr period,

Mr. Lawion 2aii the power outage
was the worst Itntfull businesses have
dxperienced in 18 years he has
been L Goorgetown.

Downtown Business
Impmvemenl:;] Area Co-wordinator
Margaret Vint sald many of the
businesses closed down during the
shoriage

But Golden Fish and Chipe o0
Main Street did s booming business
for colfee on thelr natural gas stove,
shesald, |

In a diferent bwist, Whimsy's
store owner Sandl O'Connor aald the
hlackout likely didn't i::nﬂ her store
any money because “it's boen <raxy
arpund here’” Bince power returmed,

Although Whimay's remained
clesed because of lack of heat and
light, more people visited the Main
Street store than expected in the
afternvoon, sald Ma, O'Connor.

In fact, there were far more peo-

ple shopping in the downtown area
than normal, she sald.

suspected
accident

Hydro officials and Peel Regional
Police falled 1o find the nuts at the
accident site.

The base of the Lransmission
tower has four concrete foolings
which contain f{ive eight-inch balls,
said Mr. Fitchetlt. The bolts held the
base of the tower in place, but werp
useless without the nuts.

Mr. Fitchett snid it would take
*considerable ulpment'* to
remove 1he nuls from the Llower
which Is a "corper’ or “angle”
tower. The nuls could have been
removed several days ago, and the
tower could have fallen nl another
‘time, he said.

Peel Hclglnnal Police and Omtario
Hydro officials contimie to In-
vestignte the incident.




