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THE MANY
MYTHS OF
MYSTERIOUS
MISTLETOE

In reality, mistletoe is nothing morce
than a parasitic shrub that grows in the
crowns af broad-leafed trees. Yet, ac-
cording to National Wildlife mugazine,
people often have invested the plant
with supcrnatural powers—in addition
to letting it provide an excuse for a
holigay kiss. Mationa! Wildlife is a pub-
lication of the National Wildlife Fede-
ration.

For cecnturics, mistletoc was a
soutce af wonder and an object of wor-
ship for humans. Because the shrub
grows high in trees without apparent
rools, many ancicnt ¢ivilizations atin-
butcd magical powers 1o il.

In some countrics. people believed
that barren women could conceive after
cating mistletoc, and that crops would
grow better if mistlctoe adorned the
ficlds. In other places. warniess al-
tarhed sprigs of the plant to thoir weap-
ot to help protect them from injury or
to sard off demons.

The pluasant custom of Lissing under
mistletoe is thought to have onginated
in Norse mythology. Many Scandina-
vians have since believed 1hat 5f two

I REINDEER FACTS

Santa Claus sure knew what he wa
doing when he chose reindecr to pu.,
his sleigh. While reindcer are quite
small—usually around three-and-a-hal
fect Lall—they have great strength an’,
endurance. )

Ranger Rick magazine reports that a
healthy reindeer usually weighs about
{50-250 pounds and can pull its own
weight in cargo on sleds across the wn-
dra~or the rooftops! 111.880027

people should cmbrace bencath a tree
where mistletoe is growing, they would
be blessed with good luck and a healthy
life.

Mare than [,000 specics of mistlctoce:

arc found throughout the world, but
only two principal kinds grow in this
country: American, or lealy, mistletoe
and dwar nmusticioc.

The [atter, a diminutive. ncedle-
lcafed specics, causes  widespread
damage to pines and olher conifcrous
trees. [ts sprigs arc tow small ta be used
as a decoration.

American mistlctoe, on the other
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hand, is an important part of our
Christmas tradition. It prows among
the branches of deciduous trees from
central New Jersey to Ohio, Indiana
and Missouri, seuth o Florida, and
wesl 10 Texas, New Mexco and some
arcas of Catifornia.

Mistletoe clumps often form globes
five fect wide that weigh maore than 50

unds. In providing fluids for such a
arge parasile, the hoat tree somctimes
weakens so scvetely that it dics. Gener-
ally, though, American mistictoc doces

little permanent damage 1o the frec.
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Open Evary Day 5:00-9.00
Sundays From 11:00-8:00
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The besl prescriplion for
Christmas: Haoppiness,
peace and love. May gl
our customerns enjoy this
remedy for a Wonderful
Holiday Sedason and a
Happy Now Yeaqr.
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OF BUSINESS

e Preane CArDIN SHIRTS

¢ FonsyTH SHIRTS

®» PFERLESS SuiTs
 PeErnLess SrorTs JACKETS
e StvLe-KRAFT SPGRTSWEAR

» GWG Corns & Jeans
e Jockey UNDERWEAR

* Mc(GReGoR SOCKS
o AvON SPORTSWEAR
* Ny-Mope

* WonpeR Bra

¢ PLayTEX

o Whisper Hose

.
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including
new Holiday Lines
just arrived!
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