Traditions of Christmas

(NC)—It"s prelty difficult to imagine

a Christmas wilhout Sanlka Claus or 2

Chrisimas tree, tbul in many parts of

the world the appearance of Santa

would purzie people and & tree would
be out of keeping with the Christmas
spint.

Roses Inc., representing Canada’s
Rose Groweny, devised a special quiz
1o 1est your knowledge on Christmas
customs around the world. Read on
and see how many correci answers you
can score.

I} There's a country where kids don’l
know about SantaClaus. OnChnist-
mas Eve they wait for anold woman
on a broomilick o give them pres-
ents. What is she called and from
what counlry does she come?

2} In Belgium and the Netherlands,

le wou kd if they 1aw Santa

laus on 2 :JB“E pulled by eight

reind Huw docs St Ntchulu
trave] about in these countries?

3) In apother country, people wauld
vudder if someone brought an

eviTgoen tiee into the bouse on

Christmas, Instead of the tree, wild

lMowers are used &3 seasonal deco-

rations. Why, and ln whatcountry?

4} Christmas can be a solemn holiday
as well as » joyfvl one, particularly
for adultx. ﬁr &nd Spain are two
countrics where some grownoups
don"i think singing joyous Christ-
mas carols is the ooly way to cele-
brale the holiday. How do they
celebraie?

5} For centuries it has beem o custom
in Consda 10 have a symbol or
wken of Chrirtmas tedina
place of hooor in your home. What
are some of those Iy and
where are Lhey placed

&) The cusiom of giving gifs for
Christmas is believed o have grown
from a different holiday that was
celebrated befiane Christ was bom,
Whal holiday znd in what country
did this celcbration take place?

7) Allof us imow that 8 Chrisimas tree
would not be decorated properly
without twinkling lights. In ore
country, however, Tlowersare usca
to decorale the tree. What is the tra-
ditional flower of this country and
how 13 it used o decarale the Uce
and zround the home?

These Christmas puzziers all have
relatively easy answers 30 read on and
see how well you did.

1) Children from all zround the world
love the gifls and the special plans
pssociated with Chnstmay, In ev-
ery nation children cclebrric the
holidays with traditional customs.
Canadian children lcave milk and
cookics by the fire for Santa Clause,
Duich children in Holland [ill their
wooden 1hoes wilh roses o 23 Lo
Elcm the old woman called

faBefing.”“LaBefins” makes her
Christoias rides on & broomstick,
leaving prescats for good children
and ashes in the shoes of bad ones.

2)In Belgium and the Nctherlands, St
Nicholas rides a while horse in-
siead of travelling wilh reindeer
and & sleigh.

3 In Sweden, wild [lowers wem
{flowers grown in tomeone’s gar-
den. The mast popular and colorful
floral cholce of most Swedes were
roses. CHlentimes irises and fresh
holly were also uscd. Picking fresh
roses and other flowers this
December may be somewhat diffi-
cull, depending on where you live
and the climaic. By making a per-
sonal visit to your neighborhood
flotist you can choose from a wide
varicty of fresh roses, and scasonal
MNowers end plants.

4) DevoutCatholics in [taly md Spain
often observe a day-long fast which
begins at sunsel on December 23,

5) Many f{amilles have o beloved

Madonoa and Child—a prict, &
painting or perhaps an old icon or
triptych they bring out during the
Christmas scason. 11's a happy

custorn that telly the true mesning
of Christmas,

&; The custom of giving gifta for
Christmas dates back Lo the ancient
Roman Mid- Winter Festival,

7) In the country af Austria fresh
roses placed in waler tubey were
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uted to decortte the tree. Roses
when placed on the lree were feli o
symbelize the birth of life and the
rewards of a new ycar, Roses in
scveral vibrant colors and the spe-
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cial water tubes you need to deco-
rale your free can be purchased al
your local Norist. Calling one 1o
two weeks in sdvance of when you
need them insures you the best
quality blooms available.
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