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Scaling air lcaks with caulking
materials will help youachi¢ve three
important home ¢nergy manage-
ment goals: reduce your heating
bill, make your home morc com-
tortable, and avoid hidden conden-
sation problems.

Caulking is applicd on fixed
joints, such as the arca where base-
boands or window trim meel the
wall. [t must be applied from inside
the house (o prevent water vapour
in warm, moist household air from
getting into exterior walls. aIics
and other insulated spaces and
cavities where it cap cause conden-
sation problems and reduce the value
of the insulation.

Durability is onc of the most
important considerations when
purchasing caulking. Less expen-
sive brands may need to be replaced
more often than those in the me-
diumtohigh pricerange. Youshould
also consider whether the product
you select can be painted and is
designed for use indoors. Good
sealant performance is also indi-
cated by its ability 1o tolerate crack
movement and maintain ap effec-
tive seal.

To obtain maximum benefits,

caulking should be done in con-
junction with weatherstripping and
the installation of air-vapour bami-
crs.
The accompanying chan pro-
vides information on the different
types of caulking available on the
market today. For information on
specific brand names, consult the
panufacturer’s literature oF your
building supply dealer.
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Semi-liquid and Foam Caulking Materials

Boadability*

Lifespan

Por{formance Paintabls

Caulking—an important component in draftproofing

Commenta

Acoustical

Bands to ;nﬂll surleces

Very durable

Excellont No
Lip to 10%
shrinkage

Non-hsrdening: uso should be
limited 1o upexposed applicatlons;
oxcellant for sealing the |ointe In
alr-vapour barrlors

Water-based
vinyl-acrylic

Water-based
acrylic
{acrylic latex)

Bonds ta moat surfaces

Bonds 10 wood. glass. meial

Excellent for non-porous surfaces
such as aluminum. glass snd
ceramlc 1lle

Very durable

Reasonably
dutable

Reasonably
cdurahlae

{ood
0-5"% shrinkage

Satis{ectory
5-10"%
shrinkage

watisfactory
2~ 10%
shrinkage

An excollent outdoor caulking
Difficult to spread and touch up
Gives off offenslve odour for
several weeks: not recommended
for indoor use

Handling precautlons required

A gonersl Indoor or cutdoor
sonlant; it tv espocinlly vasy 10 use
and s safe for use indoors

A high performance sealant for
indoor or culdoor use in jolnts
where 1litle shifting takes place

Buiyl rnibber

Bonds 'a most surfaces:
panticularly suited to metsl and
masonry

Reasonably
durable

Sallsfaciory
10-15%
shrinkage

Yes (sftor ano
week's curlng)

Suliable for sesllng Indoors
Mot recommended for areas sub-
lect 10 high maoisture ;

Eypalon

Ronds to concrate. steel, moat

other mefals. wood. glass. stana.
brick

Durable

Sallsfsctory Mo
1D-15%
shrinkaga

For ouldoor use only
Handling precautions required

Water-based
vinyl-acetate
(vinyl-aceiate
latex)

Ronds (0 wood. glass. metal

Mot duu—‘glu

Poor
5-10%
shrinkags

Easy i usa

Safa for Indoor use

Syitable for pmal! jalnts and joints
whera lttle shifting takes placa
Noi recommanded for use outdcors

il or
reslo-hased

Bonds to most surfaces

Not durable

Poar 5-10%
shrinkage

A low performance sealant

Polysuliide

td -allv suited {or use on stone.
masonry and concrele when used
with = special primes

Veary durable

(ood No
Na shrinkaga

A good material for large joints
where thifiing takes place
Hand)ing procautions required

Bonds to stone. Mmasonry. con-
crete. ceramics, wood. steel.
alumloum. many plastics
Special primer may be required
{or wood, steel. anodized
alumlnum

Very durable

No. with some
exceptions

Excallent
N-3% shrinkago

A

Avallable in a varisty of types,
some suitable for use both indoorms
and outdoors; some mildew- and
molsiure-reslstant; somo construc-
tion types suitabla for use out-
doors only

Handling precautions required.

Polyurethane
{uml-!lquid}

Polyursthana
{foam}

Bands to glass. anodlzed
aluminum, concrets, wood.
masanry

Special primar may beo requlred

Bonds to mos surfeces excepl
palysthyleno, teflon, or silicone
plestics

Very durable

Durahla

Good Yoa (aflar
No shrinkags 14-30 days’
curingl

Cood No
No shrinkage

Suitable for use Indoors or
ouldoors
Handling precaulions required

will break down whon oxposad 1o
direct suullght
Handling precautions required

* For more detailed informatlon regarding
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surfaces to which caulking material will adhare refer 1o manufacturer’s litamture,

If you're searching for your dream home, the Herald's Real
Estate Outlook can help. Qur weekly real estate tabloid is
filled with the latest home listings from throughout the area.

To help you find that dream home we've inciuded a map of
the area and if you need assistance, the selection of real
estate agents will help.
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If you would rather build your own home, our “Home Of The

Week” feature, with its list of professionals, will speed you
on your way.
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The Herald’'s Real Estate Qutlook, your first step towards
owning the home of your dreams.

45 Guelph St.
Georgetown

877-2201
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The Home Newspaper of Halton Hills_ — Established 1866




