OTTAWA-Dorothy and the dog
and I arrived here a few days ago,
It's really &n impressive city, full of
massive stone pubiic bulldings ond
carved by waterways and wide
boulevards,

Parilament Hill, of course, Is spec-
tacular. We drove siralghl there,
found a parking spot end piled out of
the car,

I have been to this hill many times
in the past. Usually [t was to come
here and write about the latest

et. Sometlmes it was to give
lestimony to a Commons commitiee.
More than once it was to lead a
public protest,

But thia-time | was coming as the
first MP for Halton-Peel, and that
{elt more than wonderful.

The - two of us walked through the
door, and were |mmediately mur-
rounded by several security guards.
1 sald 1 was & new “member,” as
they call them he;;iln.nd l;hEli'l realiz-
od why they were lookin cious.

We‘ﬁ driven strnig?"lfnmrrnm the
farm, and | was wearing jeans, [my
cowboy boots and a ]!nr.:kel 1 bought
at the UCO to carTy firewood into the
house. | guess | looked more like &
hick than & politician, and it took
them a few moments o believe me,

Well, since then 1 flgured it was
best to wear & suit with my boots,
and a lot has ha . 1 was swormn
in as an MP last Wednesday In the
chambers of the Speaker of the
House, 1 moved into my Parllamen-

office, which overlooks the
Bank of Canada, Now 1 can keep a
real eyeon inlerest rales.

I've been lo cpucus meetings with
all the government members and |1
haove started to Jearn just how
massive ond responsible this job is.
The demands in Ottawa are intense.
I have to be on duty at appointed
times In the Commeons; sil ¢n Com-
mittees: attend endless meetings;
answer mountains of mail; and I
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have a great deal lo learn about how
government operates and what an
MP can accomplish.

Once I know the system, I (igure,
then L con be used lo achieve reat
goals. Thal's exacily why I got Into
this thing n the first place,

1 am writing Lhis i’ltut before the
House of Commons sits for the flrst
tine, Soon we'll all be deballng free
trade once again, and the House will
remain until the legislation ls passed
by both the Commens and Lhe
Senate. - What that means Is the
Christmas holidays for MPs here
could be restricied 1o a single day.
This is quite the job - it took six mon-
hlhn.-.dnf st.rugsige to get here; 1 hnu;:;t

o C e since tember;
ond nnvl?rﬂ a'l:.‘,‘htﬁg:]mn! mﬂ%epbe little
mote than a hiccup between the
bellows of MPs.

Hut I om still glad to be here, and
E)z‘.ldu] to these who helped make it

ppen.

I saw o number of them last Mon-
day at the Inaugural Mecting of
Caledon Councll. It was o wonderful
evening - mode special by the fact
over 400 citizena came out (o see and
hear their councillors take an oath to
serve them selflessly. 1 love 1o sec
people take an interest in
democracy and the politicol ptocess.
Maver Emil Kalb, the councillors
and the [{irefighters there to be
awarded must bhave fell the same
way looking out with me over the sca
of {nces.

That same night the new councils

Its all in the cards

Protect yourself this

The saying goes that it is betler to

ve than to receive. During the holi-

y season many Canadians use
their credit cards to purchase gifts,
but Consumer and Corporate Affnirs
Canada tells ua that Hﬁu are giving
without knowlng [, t's onother
matter. This can happen if someone
charges purchases lo your credit
card account without your permis-
sion, or if you don't {ully appreclate
the Interest costs charged for using
your credit card

Recently, the Minister of Con-
sumer and Corporate Affsirs, Har-
vie Andre, anncunced that his
department would begin viding
Canadians with regular information
on the cost of using their credit
cards. ““Most consumers do  not
know the real cost ol using credit
cards and end up paying more than
they should.™

Since the Minister’s announce-
ment the department has published
a brochure, “Chooslng a Credit Card
- Tips to Remember," sponsored a
federal/provincial jscussion
paper on- credit card interest
charges, and released regular
bulletlns on credit card costs. More
recently, the Minister announced a
pint industry and govermment in-
itiative to distribute information 10
consumers on how (o prolect
themselves against credit card theft
and frpud.

Most of us are aware of the poten-
tinl cost of losing o credil card. But

what obout the costs of using one?
Did you realize, for example, that
when you pay only part of your bill,
you are generally cherged interest
on the full amoun? (Some depart.
ment stores will subtract the amount
of your ment before calewating
interest |f you pay more than half
the amount). Alse, most credit card
companies such as VISA and
Mastercard charge interest from the
day you make your rchase.
Department  stores, on ¢ other
hand, start the interest clock ticking
al the date of your monthly state-
ment.

Thus, the way intereat is charged
on department store cards may off-
sel their higher interest rate of
lﬁpimlly 28.8 per cent. This would be
the case §f you pay off your
Christmas purchases within a few
months. (Typlcal rates for VISA and
Mastercard range from 1155 per
cent to 18,8 per cent). Of course, you
can avold interest charges entirely if
you pay the full balance within the
“grace Iﬁ‘lﬂﬂ." This begins at the
date of the monthly statement and is
usually 30 days for department store
cards ond 21 days for VISA and
Mastercard. Otherwise, be aware
that your credit card is a relatively
t:::é)cnslve source of credit.

ome cards have additional
charges such as transaction fees or
annual fees. You can save on credit
card costs by keeping well informed
about the terms and conditions that
apply to the cards you use. This in-
formation s provided with your

Region appoints commuiitee

Halton Region appeinted
members o jts three standing com-
mitlees ot its inaugural meeting
Wednesday.

Halton's administration and
finance commitiee has elght
members, including Halton Hills
Mayor Russ Miller.

Also sitting on the committee are
Burlington Ma Roly Hird, Buri-
Ingten Counci Tony Whitworth
and Joyce Savoline, Mllton Mayor
Gordon Krantz, Oakville Mayor Ann
Muivale, and Oakvlile Councillors
Janet Mltchell and John Graham.

Halton Hllla has two represen-
latives on the eight-member health
and pocin] services commitiee. Joe
Hewitt and Pam Johmaton are both
newcomers to Regional politics.
Other members are James Grieve,
Ralph Scholtens and Waller
Mulkewich of Burlingten, Brad
Clements of Milton and Kevin Flynn
and Peter Arch of Qakville.

Halton Hllls' two veteran Regional
counclllors, Rick Bonnetle and
Marilyn Setienatson, sil on the plan-

Derals Ladies
Packions

NORTHVIEW CENTRE
211 Guelph St.
Georgetown

Available at The Herald
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ning aud public works commiltec.

Burlington Councillors Pat
MeLaughlin, inn and Rob
Forbes and Oakville Councillors
Fred Oliver and Liz Behrens and
Milton's Bill Johnson round out the
planning and publlc worka commit-
Lee,

onal Chairman Pete Pomeroy
is g member of all three commitiees.
Members will llkely be shuflled
again at the end of 1989.
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Garth gets settled in Ottawa

of Milton and Hallon Hills were
meeting, and [ would have loved lo
have been there as well. But as we
all know, this riding ia huge; and
?]nmﬂlmm important events c<on-

ict.

As [ said before, all 1 can do {5 my
best.
] met with Canadn Post officlala
here in the wake of the Limehouse
postal outlet closing the other day
and let them know that rurat mall
service is Important to me. We had a
good meeting, and 1 came away with
a clear sense that they will try to
come upwith o good solution,

Believe me, the story la not wril-

ten yet.

Several ple have talked to me
as well about Brazil and the rain
[orests and the role Canada might be
ploying.

As you know, the raln forests are
fungs, helping (o
generale the oxygen we breathe.
There are interests in Bragzil which
want to clear out vast trocts of the
forests, and usher in development.
They have asked the World Bank for
a loan to do 50, and Canada has o say
in approval of that loan.

ich side should we take?

My vote Is with the rain forests,

So far, friends, the journey (o the
Hill has been s¢ memorable and so
mﬂvini. My days now are intensely
busy, but are fllled with pur-

. 1 am looking forward to sayin
in the House of Commons what [ sai
in Acton high school, at Humber-
view, al GDHS and at Herb Camp-
bet, about free trade. The deal is the
future.

Dorothy jolns me in wishing you a
terrific hollday senson, and she
hopes you don't have to debate
countervailing trade duties on
Christmas eve the way 1 might have
to. 1 hope that loo, and 1 also hope
you don't drink and drive this
seasEon,

In life, in everything; be the best,

Christmas

monthly statement, and you can con-
tact the crodit cord issuer to clarify
any aspects that you {ind confusing.

o aveld being the vietim of credit
card fraud, here are a few tips to
keep in mind:

—~Examine cach sales draft before
signing it to ensure that your receipt
includes the total amount of your
purchases, Including laxes, 50 that
additicnn! amounts cannot be added
later;

—Avoid signing blank sales dralls
and mpke sure that an incorrect
draft is destroyed. After every pur-
chase, destn:?w your carbons lo pre-
vent others [rom using informatlon
phtained from the carben paper,;
—Some Individuals may take of-
{fence when & salespetson checks the
niq:mtum on their card agnimst the
sales draft. But this ls done {or your
protection;

—Watch your card ziter giving Il lo
a sales clerk, and that the
cord you get back is your own. It s
enasy for sales clerks and walters to
give you the wrong card when they
are lna hurry;

—Keep all soles receipts and check
them gagainal your moothly state-
ment, Report any_ discrepancies lm-
mediately ;

—1f your credit card s lost or stolen,
report it o ihe card |[asuer im-
mediately. I you find it alter repor-
ting It lost or stolen, notlly the card
issuet before you use |t again;
—Finally, don't be taken in by un-
gotlelted callers offering
unbelievably inexpenslve trips to
fun-in-the-sun destinations in  ex-
change for credit card number.
Hl)‘nu de, you might be left out In the
cold with unautharized charges on
your credit card.

Use ruur credit card wisely during
the holiday season and enjoy a hap
jfer pnd more prosperous New

ear.

For more information on either
credit card fraud or credit card in-
terest charges, write to the Com-
munications Branch, Consumer and
Corporate Affairs Canpdp, Ollawa,
Ontario, K1A 009,
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Murray Harrison  (middle)  wos
the reciplent of sume good news
recenlly as he was informed he will

recelve the Medal of Merit for hn
service to scoullng. Presenting Mr.
Harrison with s letler of cengratula.

tlong are scouts Mark Hender=on
(lefit and Stuart Gion of the Ird Ac-
ion Scout iroop. (Phoio by Jean
Layman!

Murray Harrison to recetve

one of Scouting’s top honors

By JEAN LAYMAN
flerald Special

Scouts Mark f{{enderson and
Siuart Glnn of the 3rd Acton Scout
Troop delivered o very important
letter to Murray Harrison of George
Street, Acton on Dec. 6.

The letter was to inform Mr. Har-
rison he is lo receive the Medal of
Merit for his exceptlonn] service fo
scouting in North Halton District.

Word of Mr. Harrison's award was
received by Natienal Commissioner
of Canada, H. Morrey Cross [rom
Her Excellency, the Right
Honorable Jeanne Sauve, Governor-
General and Chief Scout of Canada.

The meda) and certificate will be
presented at a later date.

Mr. Harrison bl?nn his yecars in
scouting as o leader when his son
started scouts, as many volunteer
[atherm do, and continued to serve

from 1968-74. He served aus Assistant
District Commissloner of Scouls,
1971-76: was District Commissioner,
1676-79: served as Districl
Representative {or Acton, 107882,
and was Group Committee Chalr-
man, 198284,

Mr. Herrison ofso co-ordinated
maintenance and hatl rental of the
Acton Scout Hall during the penod,
198487,

While Mr. Harrison was District
Commissioner, he visited all district
events in North Helton. He was
olways participating In activilics
ond was often seen In the thick of
things with Lhe boys, right [{rom
Beavers on up Lo Scouts.

Mr. Harrison was instrumental in
upgrading the Limehouse Memaorial
Hall, when 1t was used for a number
of years for District Council and
Scouters Club meetings.

Eager to serve

In 8 recenl ceremony, a lotal of
elght new kits were invested into the
md  Georgelown Beavers at  SL
George's Anglican Church, Front
row, from left, Christopher Kirk,

AMatthew Wellmon, Colin Edinglon,
and Ryan Murray. Pack row, John
Murray, Scotl Wilson, and Kyle
Edington. Absent was Cameron
Slanett, (Photo submitied)

Mr. Harrison was slso the key per-
son in the upgrading and
maintenance of the Acton Scout
Hell, The upgrading to meet fire
Eﬂfﬂ}v’ standards, which involved
working virtually every weekend un-
til work was completed, belped
make o better place for Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts and Venturers to meet.

In 1981, Mr. Harrison atlended the
Canadian Jamboree in Alberta (CJ
81) as A volunteer, and worked with
the army, preparing and cooking
meals for the 1,200 volunteer staff
members.

Mr. Harrlson is an active
Gilwellian, and attends the fall reu-
nlans at Blue Springs. As a respurce
person, he recently gave a presenta-
tion on coins and coin collecting for
the North Hanlton Dlstrict Cubas, He
can also often be seen at Dictrict
evenis helping to prepare meals and
snacks.

Mr. Harrison was presented with a
medal and pin for 35 years service
with Notional Revenue - Customs
and Excise, working both in Bramp-
tan and Halton Hills. The office s at
the Roysl Bank Plaza corner of
Guﬂ.fh Street, and Mountainview
Road. The presentation was made
by Gerry Roussel and Dolly Green,
manager of the Nallonal Revenue -
Custioms fnd Excise office in
Oakville,

Mr, Harrison is an avid celn col-
lector and has been a member of the
Camping Club for many years.

District Commissioner Elaine
Heonah was on hand to offer her
congratulations.

Legion Auxiliary
It’s that time
once again

By YVONNE GRAHAM
Herald Special
Now that the end of the year is
drawing near it is time to pay our

dues for 1989,
this 'Ihur:.d.;{

The meeting , Det.
15 will start at 7 p.m. followed by the
Christmas Party snd Potluck Sup-
per, 50 bring your favorite dish and
come out and enjoy yourself,

There is & tmas Soclal in
Bramalea on Saturdsy, Dec. 17
Anyone wishing lo go d contact
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