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A reireshing change

Amid this vear's back-slapping, gung-ho rhetoric that
traditionally accompanies the swearing-in of new councils,
Halton Regional Chairman Peler Pomeroy has provided
us with a refreshing change from the norm.

In his address after being re-instated as chairman last
week, Mr. Pomeroy proceeded to call a spade a shovel -
and he did so without mincing any words in thelfrﬂcess.

It has become very easy for municipal lea

ers to take on

a sense of complacency when looking ahead lo the future.
We hear words like “optimistic and *‘challenging’ used

to excess in many circles.

But Mr. Pomercy chose to take a different tact and
didn't bother about minor details like who was in his sights

when he began his barrage.

MPP Walt Elliot was on hand for the new Regional Coun-
cil's inauguration, bringing greetings and best wishes
from Ontario Premier David Peterson, and his Liberal

government.
And Mr.

Pomeroy readily gave Mr,

Elliot a little

something he could take back to Premier David Peterson

and his Liberal government.

Mr. Pomeroy made it clear, and in no uncertain terms,
that he has grown weary of talk on the government's com-
mitment to affordable housing, when so precious little has
actually been accomplished teward resolving the ongoing

problem.

when he referred to the ‘‘red tape” the Region must con-
tinue to deal with, Mr. Pomeroy most certainly did not
have a colorful Christmas in mind.

It was apparent the returned Reégional Chairman wanted
to get the new council off on the proper one, even if some of
the positive aspects were set aside for the time being.

Mr. Pomeroy sent a clear and urgent message to the
Government of Ontario, and his timing was impeccable.

Hopefully, that message won't go unheeded.

Season for

giving

Christmas is the season for giving, and a number of local
groups in town are giving of themselves to see that as
many people as possible have a Merry Christmas.

We can all help the cause, whelher in a big or small way.

But it’s important that we don’t get so caught up in
ourselves that we forgel those who are less fortunate.

[t's within our power to make someone's Christmas a lit.
tle brighter by contributing in whatever way we f{eel we

can.

Others are leading the way. We need merely help the

CAUSse.

Let it snow - please!

Editor’s
Notebook

Mike Turner
Herald Editor

T

The season of “Christmas spirit’”
seemns o be getting shorter and
shorter each year, doesn't (t?

It seems like most le aren’y
taken by the Christmas spirit until
they're sitting by the tree on the
moming of Dec. 25, opening their
resents and walching the oy thry

ng to others when the gilts
they've given are being opened.

As much as I hate to admit it, lhe
Christmas spirit is on o steady
decline, and it's hard to say just how
critical the situation might become.

And when we (ry to ﬂnﬂl;gl} ithe

blem, it's natural to think back to

tmases past to determine what
the difference was between them
and Christmas now.

Qne of the most obvious dil-
ferences has to be the lack of show
we have now. There's somethin
about snow blanketing the
that makes Christmas more éex-
citing.

These days, the *'white
Christmas scemario has  become
rare. The only serious accumula-
tions of snow seem to come in the
new year. Sure this takes some of
the burden off Chrlatmas travellers
but it also casts an entirely different
atmosphere over Christmas,

Those same travellers practically
have lo remind themseives [rom

time to time when they're heading
home for Christmas that thgi’s the
reason for their trip.

I'm not terribly fussy on snow. But
there's something about having a
foot of the white stuff on the ground
that picks uvp my spirita, around the
Yule season,

1 can remember one Christmas,
close to o gquarter-ceniury ago (now
thot's scary) when there wasn't a
lick of snow [or Christmas, and no
one could undersiand §t. The
neighbor’'s kid was out on the front
lawn Christrnas moming irying out
a new set of golf clubs he had recelv-
ed.

There didn't seem 1o be oo much
Christmasy about that year.

The best Christmas [ can
remember were the ones when the
snow banks were nearly as high os
the telephone poles on the country
roads.

Now we're lucky if we can get
enough snow lo cover the lawn.

Unfortunately, there's not a whole
lot we can do to improve the situa-
tion.

Taxpayers probably wouldn't take
too kindly to proposal of the town
buyinﬁﬂn snow-making machine like
they hove at ski resorts. That would
be quite & sight though. Town of
Halton Hllls trucks hauling snow
through the lown to dump along the
streets, 50 we could be put [n the
Christmas spirit.

Not too likefy, 1 guess,

All we can do is rely on Mother
Nature to work her unpredictable
magic. In Lhat respect, we're a! the
mercy of the elements.

And all we can do is keep “dream-
ingof n while Christmas.™

Spirit of co-operation
helps averi a tragedy

Dear Sir,

On Monday, December 5, 1963 as a
result of an accident invelving a
jack-knifed tractor-trailer loaded
with gravel on the 9th Line, a major
emergency operation waa reqguired
tc rescue & person [rem the
wreckege

This operation lasted approx-
imately 4% hours and ended ln the
successful rescue of the driver of the
vehlele.

Through the co-operation and co-
ordinated efforts of many people this
incident did not end in tragedy.

The Fire Depariment would like to

biicly thank all that assisted and
f:: rtlcular the following:

alton Hilla Ambulance
Ministry of Health for
ency medical expertise,

Halton ~ Hills Public Works -
superintendent Frank Morette and
Mechanic Jim McDowell for Ltheir
assistance with thelr acetylene cut-

ting equipment;

and
thelr

Wimpey Constructlon - for their
manpower and heavy tsqtﬁpmt:ntll
and

Halton Regional Police - for their
excellent co-operation and speedy
response to all our resource e
quests. ;

It wns the most [nvolved and

Isborlous rescuc operalon that we
have ever heen faced with, You can §
be proud of the important role you

all played.
Wwm, E. Cunningham,
Fire Chied

All is calm in Ontario legislature

The doldruma.

A region of light winds and calims
near the equostor,’”’ according to one
dictionary.

Another definition would be: the
tUntario  legislature in  actien,
October-December, 1963,

Partly, thal's a consequence of the
federal clection's dominant impact
on pelitical discusston recently.

But, somehow, that explanation
isn't guile adequate enou 1o ¢X-

lein why the leglslatlve ossembly

s been s0 quiet recently.

Sure, there js the usual theatrics of
question period, ond issue  after
lasue gets raised for discussion.

There are bills going through the
process, inecluding such controver-
sinl ftems as those on Sunday shopp-
ing ond the amendments to the
Workers' Compensation Act,

Occasionally, they produce heated
debale.

Queen’s
Park

Derek MNelson
Thomson News Sarvice

Yel, overatl, there seems to be a
quietude about the place, a resting
or pause before It goes on [rom here,

QUT OF FOCUS

[t is nlmost &s though Lhe
jegigloture was slightly ocul of focus
with the world around jt.

Free trode was such an emaotional,
burning crusade {for or agalnst)
that It seems to have soaked up all
the available political encrgy.

in the assembly ilself, the three
provincial! parties (PC, Liberal,

ND¥P) tried to approach the toplcs
they were dealing with in such a way
a3 10 relnforce their federal cousins,

Yet, even thnt had |t= sirange
blips. Premler David Peterson's
maln «fforl, for Instance, was (suc-
cessfully) trylng to get his brother
Jim elected in 8 Toronto riding. He
made gl lenst six sortles into the
arva on his behall.

And while it s understandable
that he might do so (kith and kin
coming [irst), it was a slightly
peculinr way for the only major pro-
vincial leader opposing [ree trade Lo
spend his time during on election
tﬁzl - in his view - was deciding the
future of the country.

Mot that the out-ol-sync f{eeling
was restricled 1o the Liberals alone.

The Conservalives, under interim
tender Andy Brandt, started off well
this year gul have gradually sunk
oul of sight in past months.

CHINA WILL
AUNAYS BE A
OEPARATE AND
UNIQUE. COUNTRY

...
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This round goes to Goliath

Dear Sir,

(;olinth won another round recent-
by
After 131 years of service, the post
office in the little village of
Limehouse, northwest of
Georgelown, was shut down by the
heavyweights at Canada Post.

David pever really had a chance.
When the power and authority of o
multi-billion dollar atal corpora-
tion is pitted u|ii‘:.| nst the inex.

jence of o smull communlty, it's
Eim“}* no contest. No biblleal
miracles here.

What transpired in Limehouse
ipepulation  600) over these st
eight months is pn  all-too-familiar
story in rural Canada. The details
vary from village (o viltoge bud,
sadly. the plat is the same.

The Limehouse wversion goes
somethlng like this: A young mat-
ricd couple by the name of Delia and
Mike Gaskill-Cadwalloder bought
the Limehouse Gencrai Store last
spring when the former owner,

irley Yaoles, decided to retire. The
Limehouse Post Office was part and

} of the general store, and Mrs,
ates  the official, {ederally-
appointed postmaster.

t the time of the sale, Canada
Post sltepped in to say that the
postmaster’s job was being
climinated as part of o cost-saving,
‘rural restructuring’ program. But,
the corporation was quick o add,

tal service would continue cxact-

y as before If the Gaskill-
Cadwalladers sigmed one of ils new
‘retail postal outlet” controcts. In
fact, service would be 'equal or bet-
ter* than it was before, or so the pro-
mise went.

One small hitch - the supposedly
‘non-ncgotiable’ Canada Post  con-
\ract was to pay Delin and Mike less
than a quarier of the salary Mrs.
Yates received for the same ser-
vices remndered.

Now il seems to me {and
thousands of other rural people) that
ou can't get something ‘cqual or
gcl‘.h:r+ for less than a quarter of
what you paid before.

But at Limehouse, and in hun
dreds of other small communities

Drifting

A ERTY,
‘ FAAVE Gt Tl N IR

acroas the counlry, Conndus Poat
stood fum with its meca affer,
Thus the Goskiil-Cadwalladers were
snared in an im jble double bind:
Sign the unsatisfactory contract and
‘save' the post office [or the peopie
of Limehouse. Or refuse to sign, and
become the scapegoat for the less of
a beloved, 131-year-old tradition.

Della and Mike are good and
dedicated people, so0 they slgned.
But they're not stupid people, so
they slgned reluctantly. Seven man-
ths tater, after a great deal of soul-
scarching and anguish, they ter
minated the centract. Meanwhile,
they had discovered that providing
general delivery service to
Limehouse was [ull-time work. Al
the end, t also learmed that the
‘non-negotiable’ Canada Post con
troct was indeed negotiable, but nol
in the point of providing e decent
return {or their efforts.

Above all, they found out that deal-
Ing with Canada Post is both weary-
ing and demoralizing, and a week
ago Fridoy, they sald ‘enough’ {By
the way, how does Canadid Post train
these §$35.000 per year city
bureaucrats to seem genuinely sur-
prised and nffronted when rural peo
ple turn down their $400 o month?
Aren't we out here in the country
ungratefull)

A decislon like this lokes courage.
Many other retall postal outiet con-
tractors caught In exactly the same
hind continue to work for liltle
return, feorfui If they say no, mai
service in  their towns will
deteriorate even further. They're
right, but this same (understan-
doblel fear allows Canadn Post 1o
march blithely on with Its tudicrous
rural plan, knowing there aren't yel
mm;fh people like Delin who will
stand up and say, ''We won't
perpetuste the wrong system. Rural
Canadians deserve betler.”

All was not lost in Limehouse. by
the way. To the best of my
knowledge, residents there are the
firet In Canada, after closure of o
rural t office, to receive end-of-
Iane delivery for incoming mail. I'm
not sure what accounta for Canadn
Poat's benevolence tn this case, but

e :
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Wilbur
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my hunch is It hed o great dea] to do
with the corporation's desire to keep
things quiel during the last stages of
the federal clection campaign. Most
other post office 'losers’ get leaky,
rust-prone  green boxes or those
misbegotien 'supermailboxes.’
Canndn Pos! has set an interesting
precedent at  Limehouse, and new
subdivislons erying for door-to-door
delivery (plus dozens of other rural
communities) will no gloubt pay
heed.

Hut to buy stamps, register letlers
and pick up parcels, the people of
Limehouse must now go to Acton,
cight kilometres away.

[n all of this, Cannda Post wili
claim jts hands were tied. But make
no mistake, our huge postal corpora-
tion is responsible (or the Limchouse
closure, although it will protest its
innocence with righteous  indigna-
tioh, Some people tand I'm one of
them) believe thal Canada .Posl has
slowly bul dellberately allowed
rural service lo sl‘.nimnlm Lo slip into
s backwaler. Small federal t of-
fices, with thelr dedicated

tmosiers and nal service,

ve often been called 'the backbone
of Consda's postal service.” Now
they're under seige, and in ploces
like Limehouse, gone like the wind.

For people who don't know better,
it's enxy to blame Mike and Delia for
the loss of the Limehouse Post Of-
fice. They are, after all, the closest -
and easies? - tnrget.

For iis part, the postal enrporation
can glmply announce, as it did last
Monday: ‘“'Following discussions
last week, Canadn Post was Inform-
ed by the operators of our Retail
Postal Qutlet at the Limechouse
General Store, that will be
resigning at the end business
hours on December 2, 1388." Well
phrased, Geliath.

The rest, as Lhey
All 131 yearsof It.

eay, ls history.

Liz Armstrong,

HR2, Erin

P.S.: Yes, David (s down, but cer-

tainly not out for the count. If we all

work together, we can still win this

struggie for the benefit of all rural
Canadioans.

T
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.lhey feel in being uanble to

Their greatest falling - their In-
abillty to project an image that Ls
consistent while simultaneoualy
fram gentuine policy alternotives
to the Liberals - has re-surfaced with
B VEngeance.

Even when they do som in-
teresting, it doesn't seem to relate to
anything else.

axes would seem to be a natural
Tory lssue, and thus we had Brandt
standing on a Toronto street & week
or 50 £Ago handing out antl-tax
lterature.

But whnt wns his action related
(o7 No one sald. It was a onoday
wonder.

+ BPINNING THEIR WHEELS

The truth is that most Torles are
almpff n‘Flnning their wheels umtll
ihey finally troop off io a leadership
convention somelime in the next 18
months.

Then Lhere i1 the NDP. New
Democrats should have had the good
feeling that comes from winning o
byeleciion, especially in a riding
that historiczlly hasn't been in their
fold (although the retiring incum-
bent was NDP,

Yet, there hasn't beem n lot of
spirit on the party’s benches.

Mind you, maybe the byelection
victor, Peler HKormos (Welland-
Thorold), will help. With a fMam-
boyant style that includes a Cor-
vette, mwzu}r boots, and a record for
income tax evasicn - he tsn't exactly
your standard dull New Democrat.

The truth is that, in a somewhat
different way than the Torles, the
New Democrals, too, are fumbling.

In thelr case, it lsn'l so much a
inck of pulicles as the f(ruatration
ckage
them in such 8 way ns to make them
attractive to the broad mass of
volers,

Last Yuletldes, the legiglature zat
right throu Christmas battling
over {ree lrade.

Nothing will provoke a similar
happening this year

30 years ago

Hunter's Ren! Estaters combined
a little strategy and o ot of hustle to
trip up the high Mying Bradford
Fords 85 ol the arena last night for
200 fans. The win eases the pain of
the Real Estaters last three losses to
Bradford. . S

Georgetown's new sewage
disposal plant will be In eperation in
the spring of 1860, If plans
materlalize according te the
scheduwle of Proctor and Redfemn,
consulting englneers. G.U. Proctor
outlined progress to date when he
reported to council on Monday, and
sald he expects to call for tenders for
the trunk scwer early in the pew
year. Tenders for the disposal plant
will be called later in the spring, he
said and it will take nppmlmnleiy a
year from “then to complete the
whole project.

15 years ago

It was offically announced Mon-
day 1lhat Georgetown pu 15.6
scres of land from Focal Properties
at a cost of $i5,000, The land,
situated just off Guelph Street bet-
ween Mountainview Road and
Sinclair Avenue, is the site for
Geprgetown's arena and recrea-
tionnl complex. D.R. Fraser o
Fraser and McLaughlin, soliciters
for Focal Properties, announced the
gale Monday. The land wans sold at
$10,000 an acre subject to four condi-
tions, including obtainlng provincial
approval, municipal approval from
the Onltarlo government, fun-
ding {rom the provinciai and
municipal levels.

Norval Presbylerian Church WMS
mel at the home of Mrs. Cralg Me-
Clure for their Christmas meetin
Wednesday aftemmoon, Dec. § wi
Mrs. Hyalt McClure presiding. Mrs.
Walker of Georgetown gave an {a-
teresting talk on “‘Mary, the mother
of Jesus ' Mrs. Herb Anthony read
the scripture lesson and Mra. Dixon
Duff led In prayer. Mrs. Hyatt Mc
Clure paslsted the hostess in serving
Christmas cake and cookies with &
cup of tea for socinl time,

10 years ago

Subject to formal ratificstion to-
day by regional council, Halton
region’s new chairman Is Jnck Ral-
lis, & 4%year old profesusional
englneer (rom Burlington who has
heeded the region's public works
committee since {ts formation in
1974. Coun. Raltis was acclaimed to
the $25,000-a-year seat when it ap-
peared clear that there were no con-
tenders.

The Liquor Licence Board of Om-
mrio was scheduled to consider an
upglicntinn vesterday {(Tuesday)
submitted by the Georgelown
Bokery at the Delrex Market [or the
issuance of & licence for the sale of
alcoholic beverages In the haker{l':
restaurgnt area. Al the
formation about the application was
placed before the town's general
commitlee too fete to wartant com-
ment, town planning director Mario
Venditti deemed the proposed sale of
liquor “inappropriate” for the site.

o years ago

A 20-year council and school
board veteran, Russ Miller reached
yet another political milestone as he
was appointed mayor of Halton Hilla
Monday night by fellow town coun
cillors. Mayor Miller, who untll his
gm:olntment. was the regional ooun-

or representing the town's rural
restdents, ed out fellow reglonal
councilior Mike Armstrong In a 75
secret ballot decision cast informal-
ly by counclilars,

gnal councillors want mare
information before they'il join a
g call for sentences
againat impalred drivers. Part of a
hroad-ranging resolution dealing
with and driving was sent
to health d ent stall

after it o ore  council
i r.ppumd
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