Pomeroy unloads in

By HRIAN MacLEOD
Herald Siaff

Peter Pomeroy unloaded on pro-
vipeial bureaucrats in his Inaugural
address Wednesday after he was
unanimoualy re-lnstated to his third
term a3 Regional Chairman.

Mthnufh Halton Region haoa
“mat S its altempts to provide
alfordable houslng have been
stymied by nameless provincial
bureaucrats, said Mr. Pomeruy.

Development in Georgetown and o
100-unit  low-cost housing develop-
ment in Burlington have been
dela “by & handful of provincial
employees who don't seem to know
yet about the premier's commil-
ment (to affordable housing),” said
Mr. Pomeroy.

“I thought 1 heard earlier this
year thot affordable housing was a
provincial pelority. 1 thought 1 heard
the premier say it, ond I'm sure |
heard the housing minlster say t.”
he added

"I listened closely when they an-
nounced a commitment Lo
streamlining the ppproval process
and cutling throvgh the burepucracy
and red tape.

“So far though. it's not working
the way it should, and not working
ihe way it'll have e, to deliver low

Lead

levels
not as
critical

The Halton Board of Education
was issued § “two-minute waming"
when pi in the newly-built Abbey
Lane school in Burllngton reglstered
high lead levels.

The school wns one of four Halton
schools tested for high levels of lead
from salder located In water plpes. A
test by the Ministry of the Environ-
ment determined 72 parts per billion
of lead In the school's water, The ac-
ceptable level is 50 ppb.

But Halton Board of Education
Communication Officer Brian
Woodland said “cnce the water had
run for two minutes (at the test aite
in Abbey Lanel the levels were
lower than the recommended lmit.™
According to the Board's Director of
Business Services Jerry Jenkins, the
level dropped to 18 ppb aller lwo
minutes.

However, the Minlstry of Educa-
tion Issued a “‘strong recommends-
tien'* Nov. 28 to all schools in Onlario
to flush their taps out for flve
mlnutes each morning. Halton
schools begaen this practice the first
week of December.

The emphasis on lead-content in
water is not as pertinent far North
Halton, where no new achoels have
recently been built, sald Mr.
Jenkins. Older schools have “‘no pro-
blema" with the pipes, he sald.

The five-minute Mushing recom-
mended by the Ministry of Educa.
tion is a ‘‘precautionary measure,”
says Mr. Woodland.

“The concern is when the foun-
tains have snt overnight,” he sald,
adding that older schools with lead
pipes Instead of the copper used In
newer schools, will also be Lested.

Ministry of Environment district
officer John Budz said the lead-level
testing was the result of 8 Canadian
Brondcasting Corporation study.
“All we wanied to do was confirm
the data the CBC had gnthered,”
sald Mr. Budz, _

Schools were sampled randomly
in Halten and Peel by the local
Ministry officlals, but Ab Lane
was the anly one in Halton found Lo
have an unacceptable lead level.

Mr. Jenkins said he ts the
Minlstry will test all Ontario schools
within the next few months, but Mr.
Budz says the issue i5 now in the
hands of the Mintstry of Education.

“"Our tole from here, would be to
provide assistance and technleal ad-
vice to the Ministry of Education,”
he said.

The Minlstry of Education is
presently orgonizing a province
wide testing of lead levels. The
!utinl; will include nll elementary
schools and “a samgling'' of secon-
dary schools, says Ministry ar-
chitect Steve Mitchell.

The testing procedures should
begin by the end of next week, wilh
laboratories chosen by the Minlstry
of Environment, he said. Testing
should be completed by February.
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cost housing (o these who need It
he said.

Two provincial ministries who in-
structed the Reglon Lo look for more
waler sources (o service the upoom-
ing development, new say the lown
may not be able to use newly found
water from a8 Maln Sireet well, he
said.

The Ministry of Environment and

Ministry of Natural Hesources say
toking water (romn that well could
reduce the wuoler flow (n Black
Creek, thus chuanging.-the
temperature of the water. Thal
could “'stress”  the newly-stocked
fish, he said.

“If | gound {rustrated, it’s because
| om. It's {aking too Jong 1o turmn this
super-tanker nround. "’

He instructed Chiel Ad-
ministrative GfIl‘icm' .lnlhn fﬁcming
to are regular updates for coun-
cili:}ﬁny rrﬁects wm‘::h have an af-
fordable housing companent to
themn.

Chajrman Pomweroy asked Halton
North MPP Walt Eiﬁntl who was at
the insuguration, to provide the
Region with names of burcaucrats
who hold up such projects.

Mr. Pomeroy spid he has sup-
ported a call for & review of
Hegionul government because il
~ghould alwitys be welcomed il il's
necessary'’ and becouse the role of
Hegions in the greater Toronlo area
will soon change.

“1 believe what will emerge iz an
enhanced responsibllily for Reglons
generally,” he sajd,

He {!Jendt-d the process of having
counci] appoint the Regional chalr-
man in Iﬁe face of a recent Burl-
ington referendum which showed T8
per cent of the voters are in faver of
electing the Regional chalrman
directly. 'l belicve that the lssue of

inaugural

L

Chalrman Pomeray

selection of the Heginnal chairman
cannot be reviewed in isolation of
the resentation ond accountabili-
ty of all council,” he said.

Of the pending Regionol review
the chairman said. *"It's my hope
that any review of Regional govern-
ment would come to lerms with
political represeniation ond accoun-
tability without lmpairlng our abill-
ly te forge (a} consensus on mapjor

"I make o commitment 1o you
now. That consensus will once again
be the hallmark of my leadership for
this term,"'’ he said.

Chairman Pomervy nlso supports
Halton seeking a ‘‘heightened cor-
parate identity” in the Region
threugh the use of the logo and motto
on ic vehlcles and facilities.

¢ possible Implementation of
commercial and industrinl lot levies
and management of Halton's boom.
ing growth as a part of the grester
Toronto area are two other major
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issues councillors witl have to con-
tend with in the coming term, said
Chaltrman Pomeroy

He gave o pal on Lthe back to the
pelice department {or keeping the
crime rate low, to the Hallon Non-
Profit Houslng Corporation for its ef.
forts on alfordable housing and Lo
Halton's financlal wizards who have
hel build substantiol reserves
and have acquired a Triple A credit
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RIDE round-up

Halton Re
over 3438 v

onal Police pulled
cles in last week's
RIDE (Reduce Impalred Driving
Everywhers) program Dbeiween
Dec. 4 and Dec, 11 in Halion Region.
Of the vehleles stopped, four
drivers were arresied on drinking
gand driving-related charges, in-
cluding one refusal to ptovide a
breath sample and twe charges of
heving over 80 mg of alcobol in the
bloodalream,

And 133 ALERT (Alcohol Level
Eveluation Road Tealer) leals were

given to drivers, Of those tesied, W
passed, % blew a wam {which
means (hey were issuad a 13-hour
suspension} and two folled the test.
Those who [mil the ALERT usually
to the police staticn where
are tlested with a station
breathalyzer.

Pollce issued 202 warnings o
motorists, and laid 85 charges under
the Highway Traffic Act for traffic
violations and opernling vehicles
with faully cquipment.
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