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Entertainment Outlook

Who's ‘Bewitched’ by Fred Dryer?

ASK DICK KLEINER

- By Dick Klelner

Q. IHd the mao that plays Rick
Hunter on "Hunter” play oo "Be
witebed"™? — R.M., Americns, Ga.

A. No. When the TV series “Be-

witched® was being made, Fred Dry-
er was only Interested |n playing {oot-
ball. He's & former college and NFL
star.

Q. 1 kaye [ive bocks on this one. My
friend saye that Vickl Lawrence and
Carol Bormett are aisters. 1 know they
are (riends and look alike and worked
together, but are they sisternn? —
B.M., Hooston.

A. No, lkey are not and never have
teen. That rumor started bevause
they worked together and lock allke,
but It 1sn’t true.

Q. Can It poxsibly be true that both
Steve McQueen and Gig Young actu-
ally died of AIDST — 5. H.A., Madisan,

Wis.
A. AIDS was lirst recognized in
1881. Young died In 1978; and

McQueen in 1980. So probably not.
McQueen's battle with cancer was
well-publicized.

Q. I watched Lucille Ball and Harry
James in “Best Foot Forward.” In the
begloning of the movie, wasn't Judy
Garland ope of the girls singing in the
group” She caog two songs, but ]

didn’t see her name listed. —— MR,
Kalzmazoo, Mich.

A. No. [ don't know who you might
have mistaken for her, but Judy Gar-
land was nat io that 1943 {(ilm.
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New films update Dickens classics

FILMETER

ROBERT
DIMATTEQ

By Robert DiMatteo

in Movie Theaters

SCROOGED (PG-13) Blll Murray
always stands a hit outaide his roles,
mocking them. That's why we llke
him; His material may get sappy (as
in the Ul-fated remake of “The Ra-
zor's kdge™), but Murray won't. He's
effortlessly hip.

Playing the youngest network pres-
Ident in TV history, Murray is in good
misanthrople form in the first half of
this update of Dickens' “A Christmas
Larcl.” He's like a nightmare version
of NBC'S Brandon Tartikoff — the
bottom line is all that matters to this
greedy young go-getler. The movie,
scripted by Lwo “Saturday Night
Live® alumni, is at its best when sati-
rizing the TV busipness, coming up
with some dandy exampies of com-
mercial nelwork insipidity.

But the Dickens stery is a Victonan
morality tale at heart, and the movie

getsin trouble — and intoschmaltz —
when it tries to teach Murray's char-
acter a lesson in humarity. Along the
way. the Ghosts of Christmas Past
{rock star David Johansen) and
Christmnas Present (Caral Kane) are
welcome additions to the fun, and
there are lively hits throughout. But
the mavie tries to have it beth ways —
tampooning the corny Americana of
inspirational holiday fllcks tike “It's
A Wonderfu] Life.” and ending up as
Inspirational itself.

Karen Allen has the cheerless task
of playing Murray's former sweet-
heart ~ a mousy good girl who works
with the homeless {and stands {for the
values that Murray has f(orsaken).
Playing Murray's assistant, Alfre
Woodard is part of a how-the-other-
hatf-lives subplot that seems straight
out of a black sitcom.

Al the climax, Murray and the cast

sing “Put 'a Llttle Lave In Your
Heart," and he speechifies: “There
are people who are having trouble
making thelr miracles happen...” The
way it finishes up, this could be the
lirst wholesome, feel-good movie of
the George Bush era - if that's your
Idea of a good time. GRADE: & &%

OLIVER & COMPANY (G) Not ane
of the great Disney animated mevles,
this revamping of Dickens' “Qliver
Twist” is nevertheless likable family
entertzinment. The Dickens tale has
been iransposed from 19th century
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By Glenda Hughes, Sales Rep.
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London te contemporary Manhattan,
with cals and dogs standing in for 1he
orlginal humans.

The stery follows the contours of
Dickens. Orphaned kitty Oliver hangs
out with a pack of pickpocket dogs led
by the human Fagin. When Oliver is
taken in by a sweet FifLh Avenue girl,
Fagin's boss Sykes seeks revenge, kid-
napping Oliver and the glrl.

This s Disney’'s mast urban-ethnic
onimated efforl to date. Alad, the
computerized drawing lacks Lhe
depthof lield and handecrafted finesse
of classic Disney. It's the characters
themselves who will have kids purr-
ing wilh pleasure — especially since
the voices are supplled by the likes of
Rilly Joel, Cheech Marin and Belte
Midler. Midler gives her brassy best
to the part of a highfalutin poodle, and
she warbles Lhe best song, too.
GRADE: & %%

Now Home Vidoo

WILLOW (PG) RCA/Columbia,
$85.95. This George Lucas/Ron How-
ard blockbuster received a lot of bad
press for borrowing frecly from
sources ranging from the Hible 1o
*The Hobbit.”

Eclectic it most certainly is; need-
[essly prucsame it sometimes is, oo
— especially for a PG rating. Yot the

E‘. Fl:.:elt:ll me the peme of the
actor who played Joe Flynn's (Capt.
Binghamton) sidekick oo the old
“McHule's Navy" TV serfes. — G M.,
Houston. ,

A. That was Bob Hastings, who
played Li. Elroy Carpenter, the cap-
tain's perennial yes-man.

Q. I love watching Shadoe Stevens
on “Hollywood Squares” He szald
something oo the shaw recently about
A movie he is in. Wkat is the movie? Is
Shadoe Stevens his res]l name? —
S.K.R., Coluombia, Ala.

A. Shadoe — his real name i3 Terry
Ingstad — has made a film called
“Traxx.” It was supposed to have
been released this spring and then this
summer, but it is stiil unreleased.
That always makes me suspicious
that it is a bomb and may never see
the light of the drive-ins.
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Q. Ax a kid {in the late 508 or carly
‘S0s), | saw a movie called “The
Alomlic Kid,” with Mickey Rooaey. It
was about two prospectors who stum-
bied acrosz a ghost 1own where the
U.S. was measuring the effect of an
atomle bomb blast. The bomb wenl

aff and Mickey and hix friend some-
how sarvived. They thought it might
be because be had just eaten a peanct
butter sandwich, so they tested peas-
nat butter. Nobody else remembers
that movie. | thought i1 was very fmn-
ny and would like to xee it agnin, —
J.A., Audubon, Pa.

A. You are probably the only one
cast of the Pecos who saw that movle.
“The Atemic Kid,” with Roooey, Rob-
ert Strauss and Elaine Davis was a
?ﬂgﬂe B (loperoo that was made in

211 Guelph St. NORTHVIEW CENTRE Georgefown
ol 873-2448

PRE-CHRISTMAS

SWEATER SALE
200/0 OFF .

ALL SWEATERS
and SWEATSHIRTS

{INCLUDING POLO)

movie is pol the boring flasco some
have described, Ii's a moderately en
tertaining fantasy pastiche, complete
wlith a cute baby orphan prophesied to
save his people, an ovll sorceress
gueen (Jean Marsh), her beautiful
warrior-princess daughter, a dashing
swordsman (Val Kilmer), a communi-
ty of elves and a [earsome, two-head-
ed dragon. The dwar! characters give
the movie a tickling kld's-slze charm.
Would that the blgger characters had
as much appeal. GRADE: ¥ %%

SKI JACKETS and
YOUTH JACKETS

(Buffalo) Sizes XS-XL

- CHRISTMAS HOURS -
Mon.-Fri. 108 Sat 105

MY GENERATION

Main St., Georgelown  §77-2851 i
ACROSS FAOM KNDX PRESBYTEMAN CHURCH & )

Film gradiog: #& & & & - excecllent,
Wk — good, #k — fajr, * —

poor}

THE TORONTO DOMINICN BANK

Haiton Hills Shopping Centre
235 Guelph Street, Georgetown, Ontario L.7G 4A8

877-6981 or 453-1206

NEW HOURS OF BUSINESS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday.......9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Friday ...... crrereane vereereneen 2230 am. to 8:00 p.m.
Saturday .......... R .....9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

=)/ ] Green Machine Available
R 7 Days a Week
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