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Ball gowns on a budget

Rental clothes make chic affordable

FASHION

HELEN
BURGGRAF

By Helen Burggraf

When Cinderella needed a dress (o
the ball, she relied on a fairy god-
mother to supply one. The problem
with falry godmothers, of course, is
that they're hard to come by these
days, and their dresses cannot be
guaranteed past midnight.

Whenever Nancy Reagan was
faced with a simllar dilemma. we
learned re-ently, she borrowed dresa-
es from top fashion designers. This,
however, 18 not an option for women
who aren’t on a flrst-rame basis with
Bill, Oscar or Calvin. {And, as Reagan
discovered, It can prove embarrass-
ing if one doesn’t return the dresses
right away.)

For those not to the fairy tale born
(or ta the president married), there s
an alternative to spending a fortune
on an outfit that will only be wern

apen franchised units in the Northeast
in {988. Therapy Boutique & Salon, a
two-year-old Chicage beauty salon
and boutigue thal rents eveningweatr,
is scouting for Jocations 1n Washing-
ten and Atllanta, "and we're always
getting calls from people wanting 1o
know when we're going to open in
their city,” reports owner Charlease
Bulford, 37. Similar rental operations
-are lecated in Dallas and Boston.

The secret Lo such companies’ suc-
cess i3 their abllity to put glamorous,
drep-dead “enirance-maker”™ gowns
worth hundreds to thousands of dol-
tars within reach — i only for one
night — of women who might not af-
ford to own them. For fees ranging
from $40 to 350 a night, plus a sccu-
rity deposit, a woman with an account
execuilive's salary can wear the same
$3,500 Arnold Scaasi ball gown a
wealthy New York soclalite might
OWn.

HBut the clientele of these rental
companies (s hardly the coupon-clip-
plng set. At One Night Stand, for ex-
ample, awner Joanna Doniger says
her custemers are shrewd well-to-do
business women and socialites who
regard it a "waste of meoney” to spend
thousands on a dress that'll gather
dust in their closets after being worn

only once or twice. |
“1t's also a guestion of not wanting
to be seen in the same dress more
than once or twice,” [lonigey, 4,
adds.
Along with dresses, One Night
Stand and Pret-a-Party also rent such

steps and back again. (Blue-fox ver-
sions are available for bridesmaids))
Abet's capes rent for $65 to 385, and
are delivered around the country by
UPS Also available are [ull-length
mink and fox coats ($175 and §150 a
day to rent), which Shavelson says are
pular ameng Sunbeliers visiling
New York City during the winter,
Pregnant wemen have long bor-
rowed maternily clothes  from
{riends, but now they don't have to be
at the merey of their friends’ tastes.
f’ro Creations Matcrmiv Leasewear,

‘They put glamorous, drop-dead entrance-

maker gowns worth hundreds to thousands of
dollars within reach — if only for one night —
of women who might not afford to own them.’

accessorics as costeme jewelry, vel-
vel cloaks and ¢luich bags. Chicago’s
Therapy Boutlique, meanwhile, goes
further, with shoes, handbags and
even fur flings ($75 to $125 a night).

At Abet Rent-o-Fur, though, furs
are all they rent.

=Most of our business is catering Lo
bridal parties,” explains Irving Sha-
velson, 70, owner of the 42-year-old
company, who notes that mosi women
don't really need a $1,000 white-fox
cape excepl on their wedding days. to
gel them from the limo (o the church

an cight-year-old mail-order compa-
ny, renls out well-made, career-ori-
ented maternity  dresses, sanls,
jumpers and blouses by the week.
“The Anne Klein 1 customer, who
has walted years to have a child, Is
used to spendlng a (air amount on her
clothing, but doesnt want o spend
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$650 for maternitly suits she’'li only
wear a short time,” cxplains [lonna
Smith, 53, owner and founder. "But at

the same time, she can't affard Lo Let
her image s)ip temporarily just be-
cayse she's pregnant.”

Pro Crecations’ (ees run about
$10.95 a weck for a suit that Smith
says would retail for more than $600.
A complete wardrobe for a Lypical
pregnancy would run about $£34, or
$44.70 a2 weook.

Recently, Smilh has begun offering
a fow maternily eveningwear styles
far rent ($45 to $100 for 48 heurs). In
doing 50, she's galned o peculiarly
contemporary insight into the mores
of American socicly.

Explains Smith: “These dresses
have been worn, among others, by
(pregnant) hrides at their weddings
ang (pregnant) high school atudents to
their proms.”

+ EVENINGWEAR

ONE NIGHT STAND, 905 Madison
Avenue, New York, N.Y. (212) 772
T720.

PRET-A-PARTY LTD, 151 E. 49th
St., New York, N.Y. (212) 421.0805.

THERAPY BOUTIQUE, 433 Scuth
Dearborn Avenue, Chicago, Il (312)
427-0557.
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ASK KATHY Job Board
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PEETE R : The Canada Employment Centre is tocated al 222 Guelph Strect,

o’ Y - y (reorgetown and Is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dl.m- KATHY ke B ” The fellowing represents only a few of the Career Opporiunities listed
| ltke tw entertain during the hoh-

days. but several weeks of parties

an their Job Boards.
Order D297 - SALE AND MARKETING MANAGEN - Commission
fcave me up in weight and down o
sprrits Whar do you recommend?

once or Lwice: renting.

Although some women recoil at the
very notion of zipping up a dress pre-
viously worn by who-knows-whom,
men have been renting tuxedos for so
long that such squeamishness isn't
even an issue. Whal's more, compa-
nies |n the new and growing business
of renting women's appare] have the
garments cleaped afler each wearing,
replace most if not all of their inven-
tory each season, and scrap any item
that's begun to show the slighteat
signs of wear.

One Night Stand, a London-based
purveyor of rental evening dresses,
opened a shop in Manhattan last year.
It will open a second in Washington,
DC., in carly spring, and plans to
open next fall in an Angeles and Chy
cago. Pret-a-Party, a Manhattan-
bazed rent-a-dress ogutfit, hopes io

and equity in the company. Permanenl fulltime, 40 hours a wreek.
Previous experience selting computers and- software preferred but nol
essential. Must have g basic knowledge of compulers and saft-
ware. Own vehicle required.

Order 0950498 RECEPTIONIST/TYPIST Permanent (ulitime,
$7.50/hour, plus, dependin[i on experience. Must have word proCess-
ing experlence, preferably Word Perfect or Lotus.  Accounting
background would be an assel. Typing accuracy essealial.

Order 09229098 - GENERAL FACTORY LABOUR - §3/hour plus,

ding on expericnce. Permanent 10 hour daé;m Monday to Thurs-

day. Previous producillion experience dn assct. ployer will traln a
reliable worker. Must hove own safety boots,

{rder OB98(G9 GRINDERJOPERATDR: ROTO ENGRAVER -
Permanent  fulltime.  $6.50/hour plus, depending om experience.
Provious  experience rating o Milling Machine or Cylindlcal
Grinder preferred. Employer will train. Must have own safely boots
and be reliabie.

Order 0934862 -
fullilme. $5-%8/hour, d
year electricnl apprentice or someone with no exper
reliable and willing to leamn.

Order M1B078 - WELDER, COMBINATION - Permanent fulltime $9-
sio/hour plus, depending on experience. (Full benefit plan after 50
doys). Must be an experie Mig and Stick welder. Experience
weﬁing siructural frames nnd shelving a must.

Order 0938190 - COUNTER ATTENDANT - Permanent fulltime and
part time hours available. $5 to $6/hour, depending on experience.
Previous counter work an assct, Good work attltude and work history.
Nrat and tidy appearance.

Reply:

Holiday parties, whether you're
giving thein or attending them, are
fun; but if you're not careful, it is casy
to gain weight. When giving a parey,
the best way to stay in contral 1s
offer vegetable snacks, "light”
crackers, and mineral water with
lesmon and lime spritzers, in addiiun
to the teaditional hors d'oeuvres and
drinks. If you atrend a party clsc-
where, cat a light meal before you
leave hume so that you are in control
during the party. Also, don’t be
afraid to ask for plain water instead
of high-caloric alcoholic beverages.

At Dier Center we teach “defen-

KATHY HAJAS
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Your Choice

SAME DAY
ORNEXT DAY
SEAVICE AT A
LOWER COSY

ELECTRICIAN APPRENTICE - FPermanent
ding on experience. Emplnrer will loke 1st
ence and who is

sive partying.” Thete ts no need to

pass up parties of you know how 1o-
stay in ¢ontrol. If you would like to

know more about entertaining while

diering, call or come in 1o Diet Cen.

et texlay for a free consuliation

Business Number
877-2900

Homes Number

853-0780

Passport Photos in 3 Min
\WE REMT VIDEQ CAMERAS

CRAIG'S PHOTO

Paraonal
Conaultation
By Appolntment

LS e 877-5945

My n | im Knrterky Frod Chatyes

No. 1 PET CENTRES * Moore Park Plaza, Georgetown -

28 MIIt 51, Georgetown

iz

" Georgetown CEC,

if you nre interested in any of the above posltions, visit the

meer “THE TOP DOGS”

AT #1 PET CENTRES’

(GOT ANE DTHEN IMOLE S
| DF BOUAL VALUK OW LESS PRIES, .

873-2666 » 96 Broadway Ave., Orangevitle - 942-1655 « Stone Rd. Mall, Guelph - 836-8020




