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Their Qutlock

Tul’ner gets no break Two's a Crowd

You would think that John Turner,
who stum the country tirelessly
with a palnful back and more than
doubled Llberal strength in Parlia-
ment, would have been given o few
days to relax after the election,

don't mean he should have
celebrnted - that's only for winners.
Bul the guy certainly deserved a ;ﬁnl
on Lhe back - gently please - {rom his
followers for his gritly campaign,
Above all, be Deeded and dacrvﬂg a
few hasslefree days to regain his
breath.

But, no, he waan't even given a
few hdurs. The ballota had scarcely
been counted when the proverbial
knives were being unsheathed and
mnmd in the genera! direction of

head - or back.

And we used to think the Tories
were the only oces who knew how to
play that game! E'g comparison (g
sorme [resent-day Grits, they were
rank amateurs in the art of leader-
stabblng. Furthermore, ihey always
waited o few weeks after each elec-
tion defeat before pouncing.

But here we have Senator Pietro
Hirmuto u}*in? Mr. Turner must quit
the Libera] leadership before next
April's convention, or rsk being
turfed out.

“We don't ask him (0 leave tomor-
row moming,'" said the chatty
Quebec Liberal, with senaterial
compastion, He has to leave before
the teext .Doeting.

“The majority of Liberals I spoke
to agree with that.”

It would appear (he senator took
an unusuzl Interest n the party
leadership in the immedlate after
math of the vote, But then, ho was
credited wilth having that same in-
terest eariler this year when a group
of 22 Liberal MP3 made » ::huns[vglﬁr
Empl to force Mr. Turner's realgha-

an.

WONTQUTT

Mr. Turner knows better than
anyone else thst doubling the
mimber of seats Is not good enough,
It might be a spectacular success [or
a third m. but for ‘Liberals and
Torles, are cnly winbers and
\osers. And Mr. Turper now has lost
two In & tow - & DO-NO,

i's a virtual certalnty that he will
want to down before the next
election refurn to the comiorts
of his Bay Street law practice. After
what the poor guy went through in

lee last four years, who could blame
m?

But one would think that, after his
campaign efforts, be would be allow.
ed to plan his departure al his own

_ But it's not going to happen

t way. The timing of a Liberal

lcadership change has assumed
crucia) pmﬂtium-

This is ause of the perceived
heir apparenta, And the names mosl
prominentl mentioned, miles
ahead of o , are Jean Chretien,
who ran second to Ar. Turner in
1984, and Paul Martin Jr., who has
just been elected to Parlinment for
the first time.

I! a ieadership convention were
held in the near future, it’s conven-
tional wisdom that Mr. Chretien
would win in a walk. Cpinion Foll.s
have elevated him to a pedestal ex-
ceeded only by Mr. Tumer before he
re-enitered pollties four years ago.

By! two years down Llhe road, it
could be a far different game By

_ then, Mr. Martin may have become

a major parliamentarian, a
household name, a good-locking face
on our daily televislon newscas!,
And Mr. Chreiten, without a
ltical base, will bly be zink.
g further Into that overstufied
leather chair in his Ottewa law of-
fice. I\ doesn't take long 10 become a
political has-been, regardiess of Fer
sonal rity ar populous a ;
Polltical parties, as a collectivity,

are also al u.kt:r. "Bu! whal
hnmymm!nrushl yr

Mr. Chretien did campaign, on his
termas, in Lhis election. But he won't
be doing as much as Mr. Martin over
the next couple of years.

NOT INVOLVED

We're not suggesting that any
aspiring leader actually In the
knlfe-throwing, or even knife-
sharpening, business. But one can't
disagsociate their supporters {rom
the mamathon shenanigans we've
been watching in the Liberal Party.

Incidentally, one of Mr. Chretien's
greatest fans 1y Senator Rirutto.

Most of the behind-the-scene ac-
tivity involving the party leadership
will be cent in Quebec, where Lhe
Liberals won only 11 of the 75 seals.
The greatest [iberal unrest is in that
province. And, under the party’s
traditional rotauon system, the npext
leader is likely to be Quebecer.

Besides r. Chretien and Mr.
Martin, some Liberals think that
Raymond Garneau, despite his
defeat In this elect could be a
contender. However, was Mr
Tumer's Quebec lieytenant In the
last Parllameni and shoulders much
of the blame for lhe party's
showing in the province. But LEcn,
sonie of the candidates for whom
Mr. Chretlen campaigned were also
defeated, some rather resourdingly.

SNAFU® by Bruce Beattie

“That reminds me, Jenkina. I've gol to go
Christmas shopping at the malil”

By BILL BUTTLE
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| just hope that he appreciates
in value as an antique.

Tearing down bridges?

ey discovered that large
the bridge were missing call-
Your ce, who had been watching
the bridge ever since,
The police charged two men with

Business g . crimioal mischiel
Diane Maley ess  endapgerment, crimina

and possession of burglary
Thomson Mews Sarvics . 'They are looking for other men

New Yorkers are particularly sen-
stive to the aafety of their bridges,
with good reason. Leat year, w
cily workmen went 1o re one of
the graceful structures for repain-
ting, they discovered to thelr horror
that al] that was lefil was a metal
shell, held togeiher by paint; time
and rust had eatemn away atl the
bridge, which was promptly closed
for repairs.

Now that we've hitched our wagon
to the Stars and Stripes, people are
slili wondering T we're good
enough to compete with the
Americans.

Some fear the folks down soulh
wnil!*i ulip:r:ny with our jobs, our fac-
tones our social programas,
well, I'm all for free trade, byt we'd
better watch out [or our bridges,

. Liberation
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Give it

Comment

By BRIAN MACLEOD

1f ever a country bas
demonstrated o enchant for
shooting itself In the {oot, the United
States has succeeded.

In fact, the US has carefully load-
ed the gun, pointed down and pulled
the Lrigger.

Trouble ix, it hit both {eet and now
il doesn't have a Jeg tostad on.

The decision o 2 Palestine
Organizalion leader
Yazser Arafat, now considered a
moderate In Arab circles, from ad-
dress the United Nallons General
Asgemnbly, was foolish, at best.

It's an example of the US overflex-

ita tnuscles In Lthix timo of renew-

US Secretary of State George
Schultz said Arafat poses a threat to
national security because he con-
dones and encourages termoriatt,

Arafpt wanted to explain the

Istael. The latier part
tion Is crucial to a seltlement |n the
Middle East. In essence, the PLO 13
to talk. The US is npot only

not prepared to listen, it won't let
anyhody else listen,

That"s sbeurd.

Il's highly unllkely that Arafat,
branded by the US ax p threat o na-

Uonal securily, will come n-oging
inta the US wrth a suttease full of ex-

ves. Arafat has demonstrated
abllity 1o slowly moderate his
stance aver (he years.

Funny, the US never mentioned
anythlng about terrorism when
b plaﬁm hal T“mmhuﬁ

aroleina
In md. klling several poop
decades ago, came o pegotiate
peace with Egypt’s Anwar Sadal,

No one can question the US's hard
and fast support of Israel’s right o
exist, But there 15 a matler of
thousands of le living in mud
huts in the middle of nowhere -
- gtaleless and homeless - unable even

to cbhiatn a passport.
want a place to call home.

You sce, if there’'s one thing at
lenst 50me Americans can do belter
than ux jt's steal. things, and lately
some of them have taken to stealing
bridges.

1 dw't mean to t that
Americans are ieves; are no
more 30 than Canadians, I'm sure.
But among those who are, some real
artists stand out, Remermnber that
legendary scam, ﬂueﬁdnn to sel} the
Brooklyn Bridge? Well, a couple of
New Yorkera have done better, or
worse,

Until last weekend, when the
police nabbed them, several enter-
flrluing thieves apparmtly were sell.
ng the Brooklyn Bridge, picce by
plece, for scrap. Now, thal’'s a

crime,
NOT A JOKE.

“Pecple joke about =elling the
Brooklyn Eridge, but what these

uys did is not funny, It's

erous.” mays Sam Schwartz, the
city s chief engineer,

Lasl Saturday night, the New
York Police Department caught two
men dismamtllng pieces of the
aluminum walkway of the I06-year-
old bridge. Another thief ran away.
Police say thieves had been selling
the metal ps scrap; the missing
bridgr parts will ocost £57,00 lo

r%hf' thorities first noticed the
Ay -} :

earller in the month, when

" bridges, but none Lo

WATCH BRIDGES
The free-trade deal has been call
od a bri between our two coun-
tries; that be a waming of
tkhlng: u;n ocome? Just in c?ﬂ:,nﬁﬂ'n
Americans aw roTn our

hb?gu+ ki

Imagine driving home lale one
night along a dark country moad.
You've driven the route s0 many
times, the car knows the way,

Ax you cruise along, your thoughts
drift. The car eases its way around
the corner: the moad rises ta meet
the bridge. The bridge i=n'lL there
Faster you can say, Oh my
God, New York thleves have
dismantled it and sold {t for =zerap
metal, duty-{ree. -

Why not? These thieves are the
sa D who carry chain zawz
when g0 breaking and entering
in the Blg Apple. Ripping a hole in
the wall is easier trying to
break through all those locks and
bolts New Yorkers 1 on their
doors. Strangely, | neighbors
never hear Lhe noise.

Canada is o land of rivers, lakes
and streams, We have lots  of

spare.

BOMmIE le (ear, (ree trade will br-
Ing us me best and the worst of
Ametien, 1t would be prudent for us
to k an ¢ye on Lhose bridges we
d:m ving to an fron work each
¥. .

if as -

They
They're tired and they're willing lo
talk as evidenced by Lthe new PLO In-
Itlative,

The ﬂghling}mim't going to stop un-
Lil Lhey have a home.

The move by the US o stop Arafal
from ng the United Nations
General Asasembly i3 Dblatant
disregard for the 1947 Hea
A enl and for Lhe lives of those

live in the Middle Enst.

The United Nallons [s thinking
about moving (he General Assembly
o Geneva, Swilzetland W0 hear
Aralal.

Perhaps that should be a perma.
nent move.

There are other couniries capable
of providing security for UN
members, yet th keep from
trampling on olher nations’ rights,

Swilzerland 13 one of them,
Canads, which has time and again
demonstrated (is abllity o play a

role, is another.

Canada voted in favor of the move
to hear Arafat talk. And rightly so,

Never should a poasible resolution
to a centures-0id conflict, be halted
in ita tracks because of the Irrespon-
sible actions of one country.

If the US wanis to resume ila
leadership role in the world, it's go-
ing in the wrong direclion, as
demonstrated by the 151-2 vote in the
UN’s General Aszembly deploring
the UJS denla) of the vish (or m. "




