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Handicapped kids thrive on the lov

From the Halton
Childrea’s Ald Society

Growing up &s an only child in
Holland, Arinse Dunnink vowed that
one day her own bome would re-
saumnd with the laughter and chatter
of at loast a dogen youngnlers,

At the time, she apszumed Lhe
children would all be her own - all in
fﬂﬂ bealth, achieving the usual

velopmental milestones around
the time indicated in the baby book
and on {0 lead normal lives,

Never in her wildest dreams did
the young Arina envison herself
; a home in faraway Canada
with three multi-handicapped
children through government-

?ousumi {osler rent programs.
et today, Lﬂnnparuns a lovi

bousehold in Hatton with not jus
three "“special needs” kids, but two
daughters, who “normal”
foster children and two adult
children of her own. 's not quite
“Cheaper By The Dozen,”' but when
consider Arina and husband,
arman, have [ostered 55 children
sincg first Unked up with the
Halton dren’s Ald ety (CAS)
in 1972, most would agree this couple
mm\lﬂu for citationa in the exiraor-
naty department!

Among those who wishes there
were more Dunninks in the worid is
Sharon Hatter, co-ordinator of the
Hallon Hone Care and Hallon
& e e &

ch ; ]
ﬂl'mﬂ for families within Hallon
Region who are willing to care for

yalcally, and/or mentally han-
ﬁcﬂppud children on a full- or part-
time basts.

Unfortunately, laments Ms. Hat-
ter, many couples are hesitant lo
open their doors to thesa children
because they fear .lhe respom-
sibilities will too great. The alter-
native to (inding homes for many of
thess children iz 1o place them in in-
stitutional settings, something Ms.
Hatter looks upon as a. last resort.
"Handicapped kids, like all kids
thrive on the kind of love and In-

- Jividusl attention that is Ih:hhl.id]:D-

vided in a family selting. The in
the Halten Home Care and Halton
Shared Care p
want to be part of a family, and who,
In fact, can make a positive addition
to the right household."

Indeed, if you talk lo Arina Dun-
nink, she will lell you caring (or han-

Many parents are at the end of
their rope {ollowing a routine day
with a “normal" child. ﬁnnuy!:ﬁ
little habits, boisterous play a
gibling bickering have a way of
[raving the nerves of even the moat

cated, loving careglvers.

Bearing this in mind, il's not
really hard to understand “u;'lz m;
tience is wearing thin aro
home of Lizzie, o rnP Halton girl
with severe bdlﬂxﬂ problems -
including fits of kicking, scream-

ing and biting. At other times, Liz-

-children will Lell
& are kids who

dicapped children is fer more rewar-
d than mr‘tnﬁ for so-called nor-
mal or ord ids. “1 realize look-
ing after handica ihllflren is::t
. body's cup of tea, just as work-
it?gﬂg! the buank isn't everybody's cup
of lea. But it's been my experience
that the rewards of this job are une-
qualled. The feelings of satisfaction
and you get when one of these
children makes some progreas
reaching o goal that might be small
by other pmgl:'a standnrds, is very

hard todescri
“ But my  husband and our
ou how very
special and wonderful il is each Ume
one of these kids accomplizhes
snmething new. It's always & cause

for celebration!™
one of the three han-

Although onl
dicopped children reslding with the

ods, This is desplle
has a reasonnble
and g capable of

'“When Llzzle's behavior {s under

control, she is a very lovable girl,”
says her mother, who has appenled
to the Halton Home Care fostering
program f{or
sometimes overwhelming task of
caring for the eldest of her three
chlldren. The molher m‘.ﬁlnlm that
Lirzie's two younger sl

rellef [from the

lings fre-

-another Tamily lo

Dunninks is s through the
Halton Hmemmd m (the
other two were placed with tha fami-
Roine Mievis the chalienges sod
nn leves s

rewards Invoived in their care {o be
typleal of other children In Sharon
atter’s mcilllmd {oster care pro-
Erams. big dif(erence, 2oys
Arina, is thal the first two children
were CAS wards while the Hallon
Home Care child's mother requested
that the a provide her wilh
some el from the stresses of
parenting a multl-handicapped
child. s mother still visils and re-
tains t!egai guardianshlp of her
youngater.

The first handicapped child to be
laced with the inks was &
Elind nine-month-old  vletim of
cerebral palsy, whose chances of im-

quently fee! negiceted and siressed
because of the amount of time and
energy I.’amtl;' members must
devole to Lizzle’s special tieeds.

“We desperately need a resl
after g0 many years," says Lizzie's
mom, almost apologetically. The
burden, expla becomes
heavier and heavier as ghe and ber
husband older. "We need
thelr doors
to Lizzie make her feel at
home..."

Lizzle currenlly aottends

ng were considered remole al

time of his placement pearly 20,
years ago. ‘A specialist told ux he
would never more than *a
vegetable,” recalls Arine, proudly

ng the young man is now mobile
and able perform many tasks,
with assistance,

The second handicopped child to
be taken in as family Arina and
Herman wos a 10-year-0ld blind girl
with stight physical handicaps.

r! ia now a teen, who s leaming

ow to become independent.

The Halton Home Care child arriv-
ed at the Dunnink residence three
years ago at age lhree, exhibili
s0e m hysical disabllitles
behavioral lenges, Because he
o o, e
and ¥ g himsell,

walka over to the each

Sometimes parents just need a bit of a break

zie withdrnws and remains mute
for lengthy
the facl

vocabulary
speaking in simple scntences.

trainable mentally handicapped
classes each wm{dny in Burl-
ington, a&nd obtains further
assistance from a Specinl Needs
Worker who visits her home
regularly. The little girl thrives on
n strict routipe, loves music amd
enjoys romping in wide open
spaces,

For further information, contact
Sharon Hatler, Coordinator of
Halten Home Care, al 844-B211,
B7B-2375 or 335-5757. :

. Adoption benefits available through UIC

Matemity and patemity benefits-
are not the only benefits available to
those whose f{amilles are growing.
The unemployment Iinsurance
system also offers Adoption Beneflts
toc those who are a ing a child.
Theae benefits are slmillar o mater-

there are dif-

portant poin
making a clalm
benefits. First, in order to be eligi-
ble, must prove that Lhe ndop-
tion Is a ! one, a to pro-
vinclal | tion. . you
must show that it is reasonsble for
you to remain at home because of
the adoption.

Adoption benefits are also
umsusl, in that either the nda?tlng
mother *or father may claim
henefits. But only one parenl can

for adoption

UIC
AND YOU

4 By COLLEEN
ROBINSON

make:; claim. Once tﬁmﬁ
no changes can .
m are adopting more than one
:!11{1 gt the same time, it is only
jble (o muake
efita,

When it has been decided which
parent will remaln al home with the
child, certain ecligibillty criterin
must be met in order lo establlsh the
claim, The parent invoived must

me <claim for

hove worked In Insurable employ-
ment for at least 20 weeks in the last
52. As well, they must experience an
interruplion of carnings (that Ii..:d
a

they ve stopped working,
stopped recelving wages, or
have a reduclion in their insurable

- earnings of more than 40 per cent).

When you maoke a claim, you will
have te complete an application for
beneflits, a supplementary :n;ﬁ]ll.cn-
tlon for adoption benelils, you
will be required to supply a leiter
from the agency involved, to prove
that a child has been placed in your
home.

Again, it is important to em-
phazize that these benefils are not
automatie. Yol must apply for them
as soon ps you {inish working, If you
gre able to eatablish a clalm, the

Unlike maternity benefils, adop-
tion benefits are not payable prior to
the placement of the child in your
home. The clalm beglns no carller
than the actual date of placement.

As we have pointed out before,
there are always exceptlonal cir-
cumstances, so tf you are planning
toc make a claim for adoplion

Just Call Us “&'_our
‘“Klectronics

Hospital”

We'll patch up your tape
player and put your stereo

benefits, get in touch with your Jocal
Canada Employment Centre. We'll
be glad to answer your questions,
Remember, we're here to help!

e found in a family

dnyatnmtnm'tudthhuthl
noeds j

She |s encowaged by the prag“:
o He {eels < uﬁm‘ of

eary. He {ee much a
the Dunnink mm and is e
more and more eager to tipate
In activities with other children in
tbe houseboid.

Arina ia the first to admit carin
for handicapped children isn’
always easy. “I'm only human and
thers are days I ilme alone,
too,"” she admits, “The agency does

lde parental rellef services for
oster parents like me - byt I'm pot
the iype who wanls a slranger com-
ing in and taking over my house...”

“So {f I feel the pressure startin
to bulld, T just tell everyone "fm‘ﬂ
have to excuse me for & moment
while I take some time out. I'll be {n
my room for a few minules with a
cup of coffee, and when [ come out,
we'll afl feel better.' I'm very lucky
ltm:lalnﬁct a lot of support (rom my
hus and our grown children,
wha still live here at home.”

How does Aring lmow her own
children don't resent the attention
and affection she showers upon the
other mgst:n In her care?

‘] because’ they have told
me lhey wanl to be [osler parents
one day themselves. They can't im-
sgine a family being any other
wayl"

As for her own speclal abilities,
Arina says, "I don't see in as
extroordinary. Yes, you need
ities of patlence and understan.
ing, and you also need to have and
enforce house rules io avold total
choos, but other than that 1 don't aee
this as such a hard job. In fact, for
me, having a house full of children {s
a m come true. 1 only wish we
had room for more]™ =
For detalls about the Halton Home
Care and Halton Shared Care pro-
grams for handica children,
call program tor Sharon
Hatter at B44.B211, 3355757 or
gT3-2373.

Qur

benefits avsiloble are the same as
for maternity and paternity. First,
you must serve a two-week walting
period, for which no benefits are
payable, and then you will recelve 15

in a sling! Whatever it takes
to get your equipment on
the road to recovery and in-
top working order, we'li do.
We're your expert trouble-

shooters| ) % if you book a Perm, Tint
-~ A\

FREE ESTIMATES &%\ : or Highlights
Yo All Catry-in Repairs @g during December]

1 Cornée's Facn Place

21 MILL ST. W.
ACTON

Prog. Pam Wornsfsld

Christmas Gift To Youl

You will receive FREE Beautifully
Shaped Eyebrows wilh our
GIGI HONEE HAIR REMOVAL

Home care need increases

wheels, providing sick room equip-  weeks of benefits, ot a rate of 60 per
Cltizers lurning to Haltom 5 d I o Ls, pe

ment, oxygen t of normal Insurabl
2al supplies. ;::;! .l:- your ¢ eam-

Of the 9,700 people who received
home care from Halton, sbout 3,700
of them are classified as acule care
ancther 5000 are chronic care and

the remaining 1,000 people received
treaiment at schoaol

In total, Haltnifl lic nurses

made almost 42 000 is in the aix-
More than 9,70 people benefitted 1
the Hﬁm‘: hoine care O month period.

gram in that six-month pericd. I' ; @;‘ﬂ:‘

The bome care em, which 1s
entirely {unded Mi of e
Budel B autigns
77 Main Stroet Soulh

Huulthh provides nursing,
Downlicwn Georgetown

hysiotherapy, occupational
language thera
Eﬁ‘%ﬁ* services
873-1470

THE SALVATION ARMY
ELECTRONIC

360 Bosiph 5L, Ui 47
Geergetown

873-1820

et

“The Salvation Army, In
cooperation with the Lakeside
Chapler of the '.0.0.E., S1. Vincent
de Pau), and Acten Rotary Club
will supply Christmas Hampers 10
families in need upon request. Ap-
plicalions are available at The
Salvation Army Thrit Store, 120
Mill Street East, Acton (853-
3321); The Aclon Social Services,
19 Willow Strest North (853-
3210); and The Salvation Army
Thrift Store, 82 Mill Strest,
Georgetown (877-8522).

cluding homemaking, meals-0n-

RESIDENTS OF WARD 4

Thank you for giving me the oppar-
tunity to represent you again at the
local and regional levels ol our
municipal governmnent.

t enjoy my job and 1 am committed

to work diligently on your behall. Applications ars available between

Monday, Nov. 21st, and Monday,
Dac. 5th, 1988.

WELCOME TO

HALTON HILLS

B.S.5. ﬂFFEE SUPPLES

SECRETARIAL SERVICES

348 Guelph Streel
Georgetown

877-2282 B77-1485

1% ARSESTROMG AYEMUT
CECROETOWN
433011 BTr-Ied

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Fat and Bob Cralg moved {o Georgelown
recenlly from Toronto, with their children
Stacey, 8, and Lindaay, 4. Mr. Craig iz Fleet
Administrator for Leasc Masler in Toronto,
end Mrs. Cralg works for Canadp Packers
Food Service In Hramplon. A very warm
welcome to Halton Hills,

L B & & & ¢

Courtesy of these fine businesses
— and —

something constructive about
affordable housing,

For Jocal organizations, including churches,

| L
_. ﬁ’ﬂ*’jﬂﬁx&ﬁ’
'{fa“!_}:i M |
MONLY
ESCONCE"S

{HALTON HILLS)

There is only one way to create affordable housing
in this province - through constructive action. service clubs and other associations who

The Ministry of Housing ls taking constructive wish 1o form nen-profit corporations, HOMES NOW
action lllmugll various programs, including our latest Emvltles grants for incorporation, and loans to
initiative, HOMES Hm{r. eip finance housing proposals.

This is the Largest single e e e o e TR
non-profit housing initalive

'nAﬁ:h'i 877-5281
ALK

POMPE| PIZZERIA
Wauul g SUBS ..

Mon. ko Wed. $1.00 off amal,
medium pirza and $1.50 oft

and jumbo plzzas
Eﬂlglcuupnwr-

Mutual Life of Canada

14 Elena Court
Georgotown

& W ¥

Jack Pignated

Res: §77-4578
Bus: 451-3580

Communlity action, in
concert with the Mintsiry of
Housing, will hel ‘p meyt 1he
housing needs al Ontarians,
Today and tomorrow.

All we need now is the
involvement of your group.

s @

PERSONAL AND FAMILY £ HOMES NOW nlomation
(1 HOME'S NOW =poticstion kr spanscrs

| W@M
et

=INCE Y910

Mindstry of Housng

® Ontario

Chaviva Hosed, Minister
Dovid Peterson, Promier

undettaken by the province. B A R i
HOMES NOW willpro- | HOMES' Tt e |
vide the resources for non- ! X I
ANC profit corporations and W
Lo ok P'LM'IIHHG cooperatives 1o develop |
8731877 appropriate housing lor
their communitics. . |
This housing will be Growp aMation (4 syl i
WANT Eﬂ created throu 1h new Eic;unr : ]
siruction, ana throuw
Gnmmunily Minded the purchase or Jease of ot Housg, PO Bos 1238, Gation £ Toronto, Orfarto

: Marvatry
800-008-8220. in the Tororio dalng
Business exlsting bulldings. | Y2V Orcal ok kee oy, O
Call:

sl IS,
877-2201

g

Hostesses: Cathy Dooley 877-8853
Debbis Butler 877-8501

Are you naw In town or nave hagd 8 new
baby? Please call Cathy or Debble!

- . e i S . TR S A & el B

Community action speaks louder than words.
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