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By NICK ZUBACS
Hernld Bpeclal
I've never been & pgreat public
ker or 8 great writer, but 1 {cel
m it is my responsiblilty to write
about § rapldly growing problem in
Georgelown.

It could be Emﬂpm&e info  your
home or already be re without
you knowing It Teen alcoholiam is &

lern all over North America, but
think you'd find we’ve got Lhe same
problem to mn ever higher degree
{ here in Georgetown,
arents and teachers, I'm speak-
ing to you. Den’t slarl scofling
Jaughing or shaking your head just
. Open your eyes and read on
use I'm quite serious,

It would be safe to assume that the

reentage for tecnaged drinkers in
g-nuriu probably doubled In our
community, There are many kids in
our high schools who drink on &
reguilar basis, maybe nol every day,
nut certainly every weekend, and
you think that doesn't constitule &

blem, you're wrong. 1t is a pro-
em. and one that's been allowed to
grow for too long. It is hard to say

OPEN DOORJ
whether it has grown to this p .
lion due to lack of information, lack
ol awareness or lack of concern, but
it s & problem all the same, and
before you can (ry lo solve it, you've
got tofind the causcs.

Simply put, from a teenage point
of view, Georgetown Is boring. Sure,
it's iti‘ilt;ﬂ fairly q!iﬂﬂi:; anri“ﬁm that
small town appeal. Eve you
neod ia nuu.ﬂ:?ypewithml rgny nﬂnnlﬁ
and it Is stlll a large enough com-
munily to be Interesting on apecial
occasions. In general, it seems to be
the perfect place to ralse a lnmilr.
But for someone who i3 13 lo 18, In
high school and niot old enough to get
into bars to soclallze, this amall lown
presents a problem. Even on
weekends, there s very little hap-

pening that lInvolve the average
teen.

The message is clear, but is an

Mind you, there are other [actors
that affect how Lhe leenager feels
sbout alcohol. Peer pressure is one
eXAm but there's another Lhat
might hit home a lttle stronger and
it's less cbviowa, U a kid sees his or
her mem or dad come home afler a
long day end immediately head for
the booze, what |s he or golng to
think? That leenager could belleve
that {t's all right to grab a bottle
alter a long week al schoal.

So there are two more important
factors that contribute to the Em
blem, but the big one {a the lack of
teen-orionted activities In
Georgelown and this leads teens to
the moat popular alternative-
alcohol, What better way Lo [orget
rurur problema for awhiie? What bet-
er way Lo celebrate lhe woekend?
You cen't go out and dance because
there {s no dance club. You can't go
hang out on the streets for fear of be-
ing sccused of helng 8
troublemaker. Bealdes, it's cold out-
slde at {his time of the year!

Pethaps what we need 13 a youlh
drop-ln cenlre, a place for kids (o go.
A place like Open Doar is greal, but

e Timescape

Members of the Kensington Youth Thealre Ensemble
of Si. Siephens (KYTES) work through a scene from
play entitled **Timrescape' during a performance
at St. Andrew's Church recently. The Toronto-based
teaches young adulis job readiness skilis by havy-
ing them write gnd perform thelr own theatrical plays,

thelr

Fraup

Caught in th

i ety .

“Timescape

Bake sale and bazaar

The Brampton and District
Branch of the Canadian Diabeles
Association will be holding a pre-
Christmaos Bake Sale and Bazaar,

** deals with

e and how they cope with

the siress and struggles of Ule. Shown in this scene are
cast members Gilllan Mais, Mark Lewin, James Wilson,
Tom Kirby, Elena “ZIggy" Junlor, Brennan (FConnor,
Susan Millord, Mark Dalley
(llerald phato?

and Christine Crulse.

The date to remember is Saolurday,
Dec. 3. 9:30 to 3 p.m. The place is
Bramalea Cit ‘entre pear Tes
Masters on the flest level

furels can be klnd of low and jt's not
ﬂfm in the evenings, when most
aleohol consumption takes ce.
Schoo! dances, dances by 1

dent deejay services, pariles while

the iz are away - all of them in-
clude en alcokol to keep n small
army for & week. There must

be o solution, and here s one Lhat I'd

like top ;

Keep IF: kids off the streets by
opening up @ drop-n centre in Lhe
evenings. Butler vet, open the high
school doors a cm?llﬁnl’ nights every
week, If the kids had a place {0 g0
and something to do, Lhey might not
be so intereated in drinking, 1t s
necessary though, to provide more
funding for programs like Lhese.

However, if peopie will think about

what sort of

outcome this oould

have, I don't think ithey'd mind.
Furthermore, U you suspect that
your child is drinking or you're
curious to know U they ever have,
ask ithem! But make sure you don'l
act hoatlle towards the sliuation.-Ap-
proach them calmly, show your con-

cern  and when

you get vyour

answers, don'l yell nr& m and
C on, or ma ving them
.m g i Of course
not all kids are drinking, and just
because a child has tried drinking
before, |t doten’t mean that he or she

r Teason 1o

is an limlmllc now,
Heep

in mind what I'v

said -

there's not much for teenagers to do

copy today.

yone out there listening

in thils community. Believe me, I'm
17 {:urn old and 1 know what it's like
to bored and tired of Georgetown.
I've llved here for almost eight
years now and 1 can remem
times when I was get two
o e Ut T o
ARYmore. R my
watching hundreds of kids drinking
more and more. Perhaps you are the

beca

much of a prob

drink. Adulls and teens alilke cannot

Euundm ng that there iz a

lem any longer, It's Uime (o put a

stop to Lhis problem - not soon, not
[ater - now!

Our 1989 Calendar

“Creative Stitchery”

Showing the work of 15 members of Canadian embroiderers’

uilds from Gueiph, London, Toronto and Brantford.

his colourful, distinctive, unusual calendar created by Boenmers
is available free of charge at any of cur branches. Come in for your

Attention Boehmer Fuei Oll Customers

If you are a Boshmer fuel oil customer, you will automatically be
, receiving your 1989 calendar by mall any day now.

OEHMERS

ALWAYS GLAD TO HELP

301 Armstrong Avenue
Georgetown

877-6931
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SLP $599.00
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USTOM CAR SOUND

55 SINCLAIR AVENUE, UNIT 5, GEORGETOWN — 877-2425
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