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The poll-arization syndrome

News item: A San Francisco-based
organization called Poll Scramblers Ls

trying to mount a counter-attnek

agalnst that dbane of eleclion cam-
pnllgnl. the endlezs floocd of opinlon
polls,

Patl Scramblers is urging votera to
undermine the pells by giving false and
distoried anawers—in shart, by lying.

{rood grief. Just imagine it — voters,
dmcmmntln? misinfarmalicn and self-
serving little libs to the politiclans,

What a novel concept.

Naturalfy, we're all heartily fed up
with {he polls. To begin with, Lthere's the
fear that they can skew the wheole
cess by creating a bandwagon efl':ct
Beaides, the fact is that polls are inva-
riably misleading.

When (for instance volers are polled
28 to Lheir preference for prime min-
ister, a poll will proctalm that 35 per
cent support Whatx|t, 32 per cent sup-

Whosil, while 17 per cent support

sisname. As such, the poll com-
pletely su the truth ~ which Is
that, when asked which leader would
make the best PM, 84 per cent of volers
laughed bleakly and 16 per cent mut-
tered dark oaths.

And now, ot long last, we're told how
to undermine the whole wrelched pro-
ceas. Just Imagine bow the campalgn
might have unfolded in the news re-
I:ﬂ ris, If only we'd adopted this wonder-
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Oct. 10: A newly- eased poll shaws
that the Tories enter the campaign wilh
the suppert aof 42 per cent of committed
volters, wilth the NDP and the Liberals
trailing badly at 26 and 2 per cent.

Prime Minister Mulroney pro-
claimed that 1he ﬁvll shows Canadians
are respanding to his government's eco-
namic record. John Turner and Ed
Broadbent stated that they give no cre-
d;nfe to potls, and never comment on
them.
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Cet. 17: A stunning new
that the NDP has vaulted into
with 45 per cent of voter support, fol-
towed by the Liberals at 38 per cent and
the Torirs at & disasirous )7 per cent.

A jubilant Ed Broadbenl said he had
no lime to comment, partly because he
gives no credence to pells and partly be-
cause he and Lucitle are busy pricing
ncew drapes for 24 Sussex Dr. John
Turner claimed the poll shows his mea-
sage is starting to ge! through. Brian
Mulroney said he pever comments on

palls. adding that he ﬁvu no credence

lo any poll that shews him in lnst place,
{(ct. 24 The election campaign took

anather unexpected twist loday, with o
new pol] showing that 83 per cenl of vat-
ers are suddenly undecided.

Tory and NDP strategists were
stunned by the result, while the Grits
were cautlously hopefyl, Said one

Turner alde; “"Ninety-lhree per cent of
voters are muddled, indecisive, unsure
what direction lo {ake? Gosh — Llhey
sure sound like Liberals toux '

Oct. 31: Strateg!sts for afl three ma-
Jor parties were thrown into cenfusion

Il shows
the lead

t Cutleo

today by & new poll ahowing that free
tndu, abortion lnd the enviranment
are now far dowr on volers’® Llist of con-
cerns. The new poll shows Lhal Lhe
heartbreak of psoriasis ia foremaost in
volers’ minds, followed by concerns
about naighhoﬂ who do not return bor-
rowed lawnmowers and [et their dogs

bark at night.
Ed Broadbent immediately attacked
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the governmeni's record on dandruff-
control, while John Turner unveiled a
$4 billion garden-tool-retrieval pro-
gram.

Nov, 10: All parties refused comment
on 8 stoggering new poll which shaws
the Rhinocervs Party g:l.ud o form

A majority gmrtnuncnl. trateglsts for
the hig three were in seclusion, while
Rhino organizers were rtportcdl:,r sit-
ting round a kitchen table, staring
numbly at each other and drinking
heavily.

Nov. 15: Doubt has been cast on the
vnlidit{ of the entire polling process, in
the waxe of a new poll whic nhuw: that
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be & winner, If the Ince ln-
dicated by the arrow Iy yuurn you're the lucky winner of »
air of Genr clown Cliemas courtesy panses. Call us st
17-2201 or B77-8822 or drop In nt The Herald, 45 Guelph §i.,

Tuke o close look, you may

Georgetown, Ont, tntlnlm

ner this week, keep on look ng

turn.

Bé per cent of Canadians belleve Rin Tin

Tin would make the best prime min.
ister,

Sald an alde to Prime Minlster Mul-

r “This poll Is la ble, and it

confirms our de-ep!y held bellef Lhat
opinion polls are meaningless."

Nov, IE Ottawa wzs in an uproar to-
day as a)l three major pariles sched-
uled simultaneous press conferences to
announce they have dumped Lheir
.Iﬁadtr and replaced him with Rin Tin

Shrugged an aide to former PM
Brian Mulroney: "John Diefenbaker
had a polnt. Polis are for dogs."
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rize. If you're not o win-
ext week It may be your
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Why is Harrison
Ford in a siump?
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CINEMA 1

STARTS
TODAY/

Evenings at
7:00&9:15p.m.
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Harrison Ford Fred Dryer

By Di~k Kjeiner

Q. 1 think Harrison Ford is the sexi-
¢st man to come aleng since Hom-

and Edward G. Robinson which was
abaot the future and the world was sl

om0 W Fallgiy &
Feppmryd e gy

phrey Bogart, bal his last few movles
" were real stinkers. What has bap-
pened? — B.L., Wewoka, Okla.

A. Every actor runs into slumps,
like baseball
projects, which seem tertific, just
don't Wﬂrk out as well as hoped. Or it

{ln a case of him (or his agent}
4

bad choices. But he'll have a
big hit agaln; he's too good an actor to
keep slumping forever,

Q. We think “Hunter® Is an excel-
leat show, portraying what law ca-
forcement should be, Someone told us
that Fred Dryer is deal. Is this troe?
— MM.S, Grand Island, Neb.

A, No.

Q. Before be bosted “Goodd Morn-
ing, America,” David Hariman por-
trayed a doctor cn “The Bold Ones.”
Was be also a physiclan called Lacas
Tanpoer? And what was the oame of
the show on which be played that
part? — M.E.P., Amarillo, Texas.

A. He played & character named
Lucas Tanner on a series by that
name, but Tanner was a teacher, not a
doctor. On “The New Doctors,” which
was one of the segments of "The Bold

Ones,” he played a dactur named Paul
Hl.mtcr
Q. I would llke to know the name of
the movie Gene Kelly made In Ger-
many with the 505th M.Ps. Pler An-
ell was In i1, too, and it was either In
Bl or '52. — G.P.K,, Loulsville, Ohlo,
A. That was something called "The
Devll Makes Three,” _
Q. With the greenhonse eflcet io the
news, I'd like to know the name f &
movie 1kat starred Charlton Heston

players. It may be that-

covered with green smoke. — PH,
New Concord, 0.

A. That was a [lim called “Soylent
Green,” and It way a chilling {orerun-
ner ¢of the greenhouse effect.

Q. Why do actors and sctreszes al-
ways refer {0 Texans as belng cow-
hoys or cowglrls with Southern ac-
ceols? I'm o Texan and [ donot have a
Southern accent, por am { a cowgirl.
— UNSIGNED, Houston.

A. Oh, you're the one! It's just that
cliches abound in the movies: Pegple
frem Brooklyn all talk with a Brook-
lyn accent, while, in reality, most
den't. People from Kentucky are all
hillbillles. And Texans are all cow-
pokes. It shows a lack of Imagination
on the part of writers, that's all.

Q. Hi' I'ns 1§ years old apd interest-
ed in acting. Could you tell me who to
cantact o {iod oat more sbout it? —
M.A., Scottsblalf, Neb.

A. The Ideal persea would be E:ur
high-school drama coach, if you have
one. If not, read books by actors and
ahout acting in your library. If a toor-
Ing company comes to town, try and
meet some of the actors in that com-

ny. I REALLY want to act,
you'll find & way.
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DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS *3.95 & Up

Matinee Sat. & Sun. at 2 p.m.

CINEMA 2

STARTS TODAY!
7:00&9:15 p.m.

Matinee Sat.

& Sun. at 2:00 p.m.

HORROR
NOT SUHTABLE FOR CHILDAREN
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CINEMA 3
7:00 &
3:15 p.m.

Matinee Sat.
& Sun.at2p.m.
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