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Ventilation takes on added importance as homes become more energy-efficient

Until reeently, homeowners gave
little thought ke quabity of the air
in their homes, That indifference is
quickly changing withthe construc-
tion of mare ainipht homes across
Canada.

Hames built ¢even a decade or
iwo ago had nomerouscracks, holes
and seams that allowed stule indoor
air to escape o the outdoors, at the
samme time permitting fresh air to
enlerthe home. Unfortunately, these

apenings in the house’s shell also

allowed for significant heat loss.
Following the oil crisis of the

1970s, home buyers are now mofe

aware of the benefits of energy effi-
ciency. and builders arc responding
by constructing tightly-sealed, well-
insulated homes in which air leak-
age is reduced to a minimum, In
many cases, howcver, venlilation
has net been increased cotrespond-
ingly, resulting in air quality prob-
lems.

indoor aw pollution may be
caused by humidity from cooking,
washing and plants; formaldehyde
trom furniture and carpeting, house-

Home computers should be insured

hold chemicals tromcleaning prod-
ucts and solvents; bacco smoke;
viruses, and bacteni. In scvere
cascs, these pollutants can lead 10
headaches, nsusea and allergic re-
actions for the home's occupants.

increased ventilation is often the
simplest and only available solu-
tion for air quality problerns, There
are three main types of whole-house
ventilation:

« mechanical ventilation using
fans and ductwork;

 »  patural ventilationusing natu-

ral forces and intenticnal openings
{such as windows); and

« air Jeakape through uninicn-
tional holes ia the bullding enve-
lope.

The third option has been ehimi-
nated as o viable means of ventibat-
ing a hame, since itcarmies asignifi-
cant energy penilty (rescarchiers
estimate that air feakape from o
conventional house can he respon-
sible for as much as hall of the
house's 10tal heat loss). Natural
ventilation is also difficult to con-
trol and measure. In fact, only a

mechanical ventilution system can
provide a humepwner with com-
plete and precise control aver ven-
tilation.

Muechanical ventilation syslems
can be effcctively installed in most
conventional homes. In super en-
crgy-cfficient R-2000 homes, they
are a standard feature,

R-2(00} homes are built to strict
requirements which ensure virtual
airtightness, Without a mechanical
ventilation system, daily air pollu-
tion would build up, producing a
munty, patentially unhealthy envi-
ronment.

In an R-2000 Home, the mechani-
cul ventilation systern continuously
draws in (resh air, filters 11 and
distributes it evenly throughaut the
house, 2il the while exhausting 1he
state, indoarair fromkitchens, bath-

rooins, laundry and work areas.
Most R-2000 homes also feature o
heut recovery ventilator, which can
cxtractasmuchas 75 percentofthe
heat from exhaust air and vse it o

pre-warm the incoming stream of

(resh air.

In addition to providing uniform
lemperatures throughout a house
with virtually nodrafts, mechanical
ventilation systems also controi
humidity and remove dust, smoke
and other allergens. They are ex-
ceptionally quiet and provide supe-
rior indoor air quality,

As maoec and more builders move
toward the R-2000 standard for air
teakage, the mechanical ventilation
system, which delivers fresh air o
all the rooms in the house, will
likely become o common and wel-
come feature in Canadian homes.

“dog's

Dog gone it

One of the wayschildrenlcarn

is by asking questions, For 1
change, why don't you atk your
family thescquestions? Whatisa
Shar-pei (a dog whose skin is
rough like sandpaperand sofoosc
that it l;ﬂ:cm oo large for the
y)? Which has a

black tongue {the Chow Chow)?
Which is the only dog Lhal cannot
bark (the Basenji, which origi-
nated in Africa)? What breed of
dog Ls probably the oldest of all
present day breeds (the Saluki)?
What is a dog's most highly
developed tense? Why should &
ron never stare Al A SIAANEE
dog? §{ow long do dogs live on
the average? Whataredewclaws?
What are some signs of illness in

- a dog?

Finding the answers (0 ques-
tions such a5 these can be the
bazis for a family lcaming experi-
ence—and & fun caperience.

ATTENTION

BARGAIN HUNTERS

Personal home computers are popping
up everywhere. Parents use them to bal-
ance the family budget, and young peo-
ple use them for schoolwork. Because a
home computer represents a sizable in-
vestment for many families, insurance
coverage should not be overlooked.

Standard homeowner's insurance poli-
cies cover home computers which are
used for personal reasons such as school-
work. Generally speaking, coverage
would end if the computer is used, even
sparingly, for business purposes.

When a home computer is used to fur-
ther the owner's business pursuits, a spe-
¢ial endorsement or additional “floater”™

CONL.

“Floaters™ also can be used to expund
the existing number of covered perils.

Policyholders also shoufd check with
their agents, brokers or company repre-
sentatives 1o find out if thewr computers
are covered against damage from falls,
spilled drinks, mischievous pets, key-
board failure or power surges.

Coverage may be on an actual-cash-
value basis. That is. the object may be
otd and its value depreciated, resulting in
less compensation for the loss.

For an additional premium, policy-
holders can obtain replacement-cost
coverage which will not subtract depreci-

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, NOV.13 — 12-2 p.m.
15 Charles Street, Georgetown

*138,500.

ELFA Real Estate Inc.
453-0114

Bill Pshyk

Sales Represenialive

877-6702

proiection can be purchased at a minimal ation in a sctilement.

MOVE IN MAY

— Beautiful 3 bedroom bungalow

— Quiet Crescent location in Georgetown
— Upgraded carpet over hardwood

— Step-saver kitchen

- Finished basement

— Fenced yard

— May possession |

OFFERED AT *169,900.
CALL BILL OR ANDY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT
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Thés (Centefecate

Entitles You To A

PROFESSIONAL HOME EVALUATION

At No Cost Or Obligation

CALL BILL McKEOWN OR ANDY KING FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE

RE/STAR
MARLATT REALTY GROUP INC. (REALTOR)

L NETWORK OF THE STARS
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BILL McKEOWN
Salen Represantaiive

873-2437
457-9788

ANDY KING
Sales Representaiive

873-1066
457-9738
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