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Casting votes overseas

is a trying process

By GIL HARDY
Thomson News Bervice
Otiawa Baresu
II you've been moaning becouse
you will have to watk a few blocks 1o
vale in the Nov, 21 federal clection,
consider the conditions vou'd fave
mmarking o ballot aleng the lran-lrag

border.

Tne DMiddie East hotspot is just
ope of many exotic, not Lo say
dangerous, locales outside of
Canadn where Canadians will vote
in this federal electicn. They come
under the Special Voling Rules scc-
tion .of the Canada Elections Act,
which governs all armed [orces per-
sonnel as well as diplomatic stalf
DVETHEAS.

Under the rules, saome 1,900 Exter-
nal Allatrs mﬂrln:,rm. spouscs andd
dependents, ong with between
69,000 and 90000 armed [orces pef-
sonne] and f(amilles here aad
abroad, get the chance lo vote, The
far-flung exercliee using speclal
ballots, military aircraft and
diplamatic , I run by Elec-
tions Canada, Lhe non-partisan ad-
ministrator of elections.

mcsmcm begins with o slate-
E;:n:murdjnarf rﬁldenﬁe filed b

[orcesa personnel, as
as thise Canadlans sent sbroad b
the External Affalrs Department.
The atatement Indicates which
riding a Canadian is voting in,

When an election is called, al
ballots are sent 1o mllitary bases,
consulates and embassies. Instead
of listing ific candidates, the bil-
ingual ballots carry the phrase *I
vate for,' followéd by a space for the
veter's chaice,

Hecently, Elections Cannda sent
out candidates’ [fists for all 295
ridings. From these, Canadian
soldiers on peace-keeping duty in the
desolate batilefields on the Iran-lrag
border and dllglmnats in cities such
as Tokyo or Paoris will pick a can-
didnte.

Votlng under the specinl rules oc-
curs between Nov. 7 and Nov. 12.
The External Affalrs ballots are senl
lo Otitawa (by diplomatic pouchl},
where they are talljed.

Armod  forces ballots [rom  Lhe
castern hemisphere are collected
and {lown by military olrcrait lo
t.ondon, England, to be counted. The
results are sent by military courler
to Ottawa.

Ballots cost by Canadian armed
forces personnel in Canada, the L&
and eclsewhere in the wrslern
hemisphere are coilected in Ed-
monton, Halifox and Outawa. The
Edmonton and Halifax ballots are
counted in Otlawa.

REPTSECRET

The resuits are kept secret until
glection night. One hour afier the
polls close in cach time tone, Llcc
tions Canada officials  phone  the
count to the appropriate returning
officer, whe includes it in his riding
tolals.

The process codts obout the same
per vole as the domestic election,
says Chief Electoral officer Jean-
Mare Homel. In the 1984 compalgn,
the iotal cost was about $400,000.

It has been In use since the 1972
clection to dispel the ‘mylh of the so-
called 'service wvoite’’ impact on
clections. In previous etectioms, the
sevvice vole was counled and an-
nounced scE:rntcl_f after the
domestlc results.

“The fact that the votes were
counted and malnly announced
plmost a week after the cleclion had

te an lmpact on public opinlon,”

mel says. “There was a common
expression saying ‘he was defealed
by the service vote,'

**That was no more true than say-
ing so and so was defeated by Poll
Na. 26. It was only one of 8 number
of polls. But the fact il was announc-
od on the Saturday fellowing cieclion
day gove it far more ymportance
than it actually deserved,”” he says,

The changes, epacted in 1970, also
included External Affairs
employecs and thelr spouses and
dependents for the first time. The
right b vote was also extended 1o
armed forces dependents,

But there remains a scgment of
the Canadian electorate with no
means to vote: those wha have loken
up lcmpurnri; residence in  other
couniries. Bill C-79, which contained
180 amendments to the clecilons act,
dled on the House of Commons order
p:ﬁ:- when Lhis election was called.

e bill pravided a mechanism in-
volving write-in ballota foer Cana-
dians abrood who are not pubile ser.
vanls or armed forcea personnel
Hamel estimates thete may be as
many as 300,000 peorln who could
have gualified If the bill had paxsed.

SNAFU® by Bruce Beattie
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Two's a Crowd

By BitL BUTTLE

There isn’t

oin

to be any

commerciall...Now, come on!

A liberal decline?

Your

Business

Diane Maley
Thamson News Service

One of the more curiocus
developments In this fall's [ederal
electlons, both here and In the
United States, is the ppparent death
of liberalizm. ;

Liberallsm [s the American creed,
the philosophy upon which Lhe nation
was founded. Yel, in America today
a liberal |s what a communist used
to be. Liberal has bhecome a dirty
word,

In Canada, liberalism means o dif-
ferent thing, it's more "liberal,”
Iet's say, than the American version.
Not long ogo, most Cenadlans calfed
{themselves liberals: many voted for
the Liberal Party. Now Ed Hroad-
bent, leader of the New Democratic
Party, Is contemplating the end of
the Liberal arty and the
emergence of a two-party slate.

The imptlcations for the economy
of this shilt are enormous and [uzzy.
Is it liberal ding the Americans

pose? O ia it libergl views?

What about w? Is it frwdln%
liberalixm that's out of fashion?

I net, .

NEW AGE AT HAND
whoever wins the coming elec.
ttons will take North America inlo
the next decade, one we approach
with hope and drend, When we read
that 2 recession will sirike in 1990,
we tend to it off. But the 15908
are at hand the kind of govern-
ment North Americans elect this fall
may determine how well we come

through these troubled years.

Think of the dangers, even Lf only
a small part of what forecasters fear
does come to pass, The [ederal
budget deficit, that favorite tughear
of economists, really could get ftoo
blg, with all the dlsastrous conse-
quences economisis have been
prcdil:tc.’l,g.

Big icits |cave the government
llitle room 1n manuever when it

comes lo offsetting the cflects of
recession. This is because  Interest
rates must be kept relatlively high to
attract foreign money to buy govern-
ment honds and finance the deficit.

Another scary thing is the intema.
tinnal debt crisis, which has reecded
ta the background but could e:ruli’ul
again at any lime, The preblem is
exacerhated by the weak financial
position of regional Americon banks
and :mvin?s and loan companies,
Financial institutions with plles of
questionable loans on their books
could sink if the North American
SCONOIILY WOrsens.

(il  prices could languish for
Eﬂ“' orcing ol companles o cul

ack on explaratlon - seriously nffec-
ting Alberta and perhnps the Hiber-
nta project off tr:r ropst of New-
founlland,

CLOSE THE PURSE

Economle uncertpinty tends to br.
ing about & retrenchment In
liberalism. Unfortunnicly, Il does
nol necessarlly bring aboul a
paralled retrenchment o the govern-
ment's liberalily with the purse atr-
ings.

As cach doy brings new promises
of nding from the countenders for
lhe‘f:h of prime minlater, It's useful
to remem that the billions of
dallars of goodies they are dangling
before cur noses may hurt us more
than we know [n future.

Fortunately, election promises
are wusuzlly empty and quickly
forgotten once the new government
settles in,

All the Important lasues In Lhia
fall’'s election in Canada are
economle - free trade, interest rotes,
housing, the deficit, even the em-
vironment. A ltess llberal approach
to pgovemment finance does bot
menn the poor have to foce addi-
tional problems.

But It does mean that money
should be spent carefully, where it's
needed the moat. Sooner or laler,
North American pollticians are go-
ing to be laced with the dopgerous
task of encroaching on our en-
titltements - indexed penaions,
unemployment  lnsurance and the
like. Sconer or later, universalily
will have (o be abandoned in favor of
helping those who need it most.

Power play

Staft
Camment

By BRIAN MACLEOD

Duting clections different groups
and orgunizations often take a ver-
bal beating.

Al  the Acton oll-candidates
meeting for municipal politicians
Nov. 2 it was the local press’ iurm.

During the ecvening ! overheard
onc audlence member say Lo
another: "The bull.... is (flying
tonight.”

It sure was.

POWER member Robert Masters
brought oul o quuie mmade vy Mayor
Russ Miiler ln%‘ebﬂmry, 1987 In the

Herald which seemed 10 Indicate the-

Mayor thought a landfill site could
be good for the town becoutse it
would bring In more money. He also
quoted the mayor's comments
against the dump in last week's
Georgelown ent.

“1 can’t be ihle fer what
the | t  writes,” Mayor
Miller replled (ho was actually
referring to the Feb, 18 article).

He then implled the focal media
often gets 18 [acts mixed up.

«Jusi- ask the other counclllors,”
Lhe mayor said.

Okay, I'm asking.

Not for sweeping generallties, bul
{or dates and examples.

In my 18 maon covering local
and regiona! council, which would
include literally thousands of inches
of copy, 1 have printed lwo correc-
tjions. One from Mayor Miller and
one from Pam Shelden.

if the press is oflen wrong, then |
would nnticipate that Halton Hills'
highly media-conscious council
would be on our doorstep first thing
Wednesdsy moming asking for cor-

reclions, .
i's well known in joumaliam

clrcles that a pollticlan will say be or
she whs “‘misquoted”’ when they're
ina jam.

Higher profile polilics is filled with
umplern  cxamples of  politicians
claiming they were misquoted, or
thelr remark was “‘laken out of con-
text,” cven though their comments
were recorded on tape.

When a politiclan, or anybody
clse, lells you Llheir remarks were
taken out of context, Il means the
politicat preamble that reporiers
must listen to before they cul to the
meal of the matter was not included
in the story. As reporters we must
listen to all that rhetoric. But I
doesn't mean you have to read it In
Wednesday's paper,

As a reader you get the meat of the
matter. If you want the rhetoric, the
minutes . of the mecting are
available,

My first clash with a “misquote”
adventure occurred while 1 toiled for
the Sheridan College newspaper. 1
quole a unjon leader a3 saying one of
his members "'couldn't add one and
one and make twa. "

The leader then demanded a
retraction saying: 1 didn't say thal.
You may have wanted me Lo say Lhal
but T didn't say it."’

There was no felraclion, nor was
there a lawsuit,

Theae days when a  politiclan
claims he or she was “misquoted”’ [

ltasa tellin&:lm't_
i often means that polltcian 13 in
a tight spot and they're tely
seeking a quick solution o solve the
quagmire their own words crealed.

In Acton, Mayor Russ Miller urg-
od the nudience not lo be led astray
by remarks made by Coun. Sheldom,

The next time you hear a potltician
claim he or she was "'misquoted” - If
! may borrow (he Mayor's own
words . ‘'don't be led asiray lodies
and . gentlemen. Don't be  ied
astray.”
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