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Ed Broadbent depicted

in a favorable hght

Hy ALLAN GOULD

For sotme two years now, the
leader of the federal New
Democratic Party has becen (by far)
the most popular of the Hlﬁ ,
Indeed, rather nasty books keep be
ing churned oul abou! Prime
Mintister Hrian Mulroney and
Liberal leader John Turner, so it
BOCINS nrdﬁ fitting that Ed Broad-
bent gets his “unauthorized” story -
tald by Globe and Mail writer Judy
Steed  (Viking/Penguin, 347 pages,
£24.95 clothy. Not surprisingly, con-
sidering how much the Canadian
public likes the "ordinary'’ fellow, if
not the party he leads, the piclure we
gel in this volume |5 guite a
favorable ane.

There oare a  few  surprises,
however, subjects that apparently
made the NDF leader rather un-
comfortable in the many inlerviews.
He had an alecholic fother, clearly &
nefative influence, but strongly
balanced by & loving, decent,
generous mother. And n nf_-f falled
first marriage, to a annncsﬂ-
Canadian, which only served to
make the aspiring politician ever
more sensitive to the way this coun-
iry ireated tha! ethnic group.
tindeed, although reviled for it at
the time, it was Broadbent's pariy
plone that challenped and even at-
lacked the use of the War Measure's
Act in the secalled FLQ Crisis of
1970 - the same luw that had been us-
ed a generation carlier to imprison
and rob the one-time in-lows nf this
book's subject

Steed 1 ot her bast when she
evinkes the f)ﬂ:-ple of (rmbawa, (nl
the home of General Motors, os well
a8 ihe birthplace of John Fdward
Broadbent a1t s helpfu! to read
thait the NDE* head s as thstinehve

Escarpment

saprarn Escaroment [y will be
held at the Crawford [ake llun.unn

lon  Area on Thanksgiving  Da
Monday, (¢t 10 "
The Halton Negion Conservation

Aulhoriy’s mascet, Tidy the Turkey
Yulture will be on hand 1o greel
visitars and hand oyt souvenir but.
tons and balloons displaving the new
Nm ra h‘i-l:‘ﬂl‘].".lmfl'll logo - & styljz-

cliff and rmnf AT
| I'.ath car will receive the latest
wsue of the Nuagarh Escarpment
m gaune atong with & full color

¢ to the Ningara Escarpment in
the Haollon area.

'ﬂmgurﬂ Escarpment Day s part
of the “Autumn on the Escarpment'”
program  which 15  available all
weekend.

Wagons will take visitars through
the local woedlands at the peak of
the annual color change A stop will
be made at the Escarpment [ookeut
for o  spectacular virw  of  the
Nassagaweya Convon

Hack al the Conservation Centre.

country <rafl demoenstrations  will
fl:':ll"l.ll_!‘t! carn husk dalls, sirnw hats,
spinning.  felk art  and  pourmet

TESETVes, A hature photepraphy ex.
ﬁihll bv ob Sumpsen will alsn he

shown  alang  with  films  on  the
Niugara Escarpment
Thoe  cultural  herstagee of  the

Niagara Escarpment will come to
life with a wvislt te thw reconslructed
Indian Village buiit on its original
localion. Visitors will be able lo try
several natlve gamis, such as dou-
tle ba)l and loctosse or try and pu! n
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Pierre Trudeau was of the Quebec
intelligentsia.'* Broadbent’'s youth in
Canada's Motown; his [ather's
drunkeness and gambling (they
evern Iost the family home due 1o
them), his happy years at the
Univmity of Toroato: here, the
book shines, and evokes a matrvelous
sense of What 1t Meani To Be Young

And Bright in that dull St
Laurent/Eiscnhower era,
INSIGHTS

{Ine of the keenest insights is {rom

Journalist/author Michele Land

sberg (who married Siephen Lewis.

ane of the NDP's other great lights):
“We were brought up that nothing
Canadian wops interesling. We wert
colonial, Enplish Canada seemed sc
ale, pallid and  unfocussed. The

nch at least had the power of
clear tdentity - oppression  gave
them that - byt we didn't Xnow who
we were. Then we gol o umiversity
and we started to wake up. We began
to sense our antellectunl power ™' In
fact, Broadbent woulkd sland first i
his class i honors philosophy, and
go en to earm n doctorate with his
study of John Stuart Mill, making
his image as the penultimate “or
dinary Canadian,” and his sincerc
fight for the voles of the same, seem
almost comical

Political junkies will enjoy Sleed’s
recounbing of Broadbent's first forny
into podities ithe then-university pro
fessur™s imiage wias (Tequently one o
“avademic shehead” O Hw tenstons
with  he Walfle  misveroent the
wipe-aul of the fetleral parts an 197
after Thavad  Lewirs had  spent twa

hlgh lighted

S yerlar-4lid pﬂt togelhor as part ol
an archacol ATy e motslraton

You muy even hear the sung of the
Great Spunit o the shullle of moe-
casing as Hose Nioxon, o native story
teller, spins legends in the Wolielan
fonghouse  Folk musicans wall also
be performing oo the Conservalion
Centre pabe as  peaple enjoy  the
coal, crisp days of aulimn

Crawford Lake 15 loeated on e
corner of Steeles Avenue and the
Guuelph Line - 15 mles north of Lhe
QEW vr four miles south of Hwy
401 For further information, please
call the Halton Hegion Conservation
Authority at 3361150 (weckdays) -or
the Crawfond Lake Conservation
Area B40234 (wevkends)
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years in bed with Trudeau's
Lihcrnls sustnining the |atter’s
minarity pgovernment; the endless

ways that the federal Grits kept
swiplng the NDP's best ideas: the
plan of Broadbent to destroy an]e
Joe Clark's short-lived 1979 inter-
reganum, for which he was nearly
demolished in Trudeau's Larnruvs.
imitation of 1880; Trudeau's offering
the NDP leader one - even o half
dozen - cabinet posts; the way that
the socialists stoggered back from
the brink during the Mulrapey land.
slide of 1984,

Hul most of these have been hash-
ed out in a thousand newspaper ar-
ticles. What is most pleasurable .
and ultimately, the most insightful -
are  Broadbent's infantile practicnl
{nklng his struggie t6 assemble an
kea bockease for his daughter [“hu
couldnt  follow the instructions,”
and young Christine eventually put
it together herself): the allempls of
his advisors to quiet the Hroadbent
wil tespecially after he told a TV in-
terviewer, who qasked about his
religion, thal he was §n Druid): his
endless  discussions  with  his  wife,
Lucille, about “Ed's poarsud  of
power 7 1"[  was  apainst com-
pronuses,” she declares: ‘1 thought
it was very impaortanl e slick to
ont’'s basie prnnciples [ saw o shift
in Fal 1 saw tndicatians s wdealism
wis bowng deflatedd, it disturtnd me
[ was concerned about what  was
happening to him as an individual.

tCan one honestly  tmagine
Plerre/Magiie,  Juhn/Gellls,  or
BrianMily  baving  such  a  pas
sianate  discussion bl "M-lllim:
(70 |

YDMITLATION

UCltmaitels . what makes this book
musl convinei espreculdly sinee it
reads more and more ke o puft.
prece i the Jast hundred pages - s
the clear growth of admiration i the
auther, Steesd, Tor her subject When
she fguales Journalist Carsl Goar as
descritnng Bruadbenl as ane of the
maost IH.'F‘.'-‘.{IF.L.[I“}' secure  people |
have ever met” while “Mulroney
has s miany erum..ll INsecunilies he
could kewp a psvelualnst busy lor 3o
years and Turter s o bundle of
utiresolved conflicts.” you just know
Lharl 3teed 1s nodding wn agreemient

And, ns Canada slaggers loward o
federnl  election, Steed's sohd,
warm, bol-uncritiead but ultimately
warmly positive iook at the life and
career of Bd Broadbent could just as
easily add to his immense populari-
ty, while the frequent lilera

hatehet-lohs on the 1wo other federal
leaders might subiract from theirs,
which could make this the first truly
three-wiy race yet,
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Willow "ark resldents had a Com-

munity lray
residenis.

houses, o ralfle for the cancer socle-

Sepl. 14 for Halton HINs

fesidenls held open HKavanagh

iy, games and clowns roamed the
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park, Iere, Maithew Gray (4) tesis
wit ane of Lhe games while Alex

(), lLisa Slmmons and

Ilair Atwell look on.
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