By turning back the hands of time,
“clockers” make the miles disappear

It koks good. The upholsiery 1s clean
The pant Jub i freshly polished. There
wie ey visible faws and it drives Like a
dream. "Only 58,000 miles,” the sales-
N says proudly.

Hut 1s that car really as yourg as il
looks, ar s 11 1he victun of a “clocker™ .-
a sophisticated thief who steals the males
from your odomeler, often without leav-
ing o shred of evidence behind?

Bip business

"Clocking™ is big business. An esti-
maled three million cars annually have
thetr pdometes readings rolled back, ac-
cording 10 the Narional Highway Traffic
Safcty Administration,

Usually, these arce lale-muodel, high-
mileape wehicles. They look pood be-
cause lhey usually have highway miles,
but so many nules that they are nul able
to command a high resale price.

The problem is of particular concern
al wholesale auctions where used auto-
madiles ars sald in Meets by the hundreds

af theusands.

Auctions such as Anglo Amcrican
Auto Auctions Inc. are responding by
banning dealers known 1o have been in-
valved in odometer tampering in the
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Take this tr

Would you know whal to do tf you sus-
pected transmission problems? Take this
quiz from Car Care Council and find
Oul.

1} Your car makes a "clunking” sound
when, with foot on brake, you move the
shift lever from dnive to reverse and back
to dnive, Since it’s & rear drive wehicle,
you know the trouble probably lies in the;

A. Rear axle;

B. Transmission;

C. Universal Joints.

2) You take your car in for a transmis-
sion fluid and filter change. The me-
chanic shows you metal filings in the
bottom of the pan and ells you that you
have major problems. You should:

A. Have tum proceed with ropairs al
Once;

B. Ignare his dizgrosis and keep on
driving the car as it 1s;

C. Get a second opinion,

3y Upon checking Lhe transmission
{luid, you discover it has turned brown
and has a burned odor. You should:

A. Have your car lowed to a repair
shop;
B. Have the fluid and filier changed;

C. Not worry about it as this is nor-
rmal.
4) You notice transmission fluid leak-
age on the garage floor. You should:

A. Add fluid until the level is about a
:':Ju;lrt above the full mark io compensale

or jeakage;

B. Have a rebuilt transmission in-
stalied;

C. Put in a beavier viscosity ol trans-
mission fluid 10 reduce leakage.

5} If grease i [eaking from the CV
juinl on your front wheel drive car, you
should:

A. Have the prateciive boot replaced
and repacked with grease.

. B. Have the CV joinl cleaned off wilh
solvent and taped with plastic or duct
tape, then repacked wilth grease;

C. Remove excess grease and continue
o drive, as this is normal.

Answers

1) The most common cause of 1his
noise is [C] universal joints, although
rear axle or transmission molfungiions
can be the source as well.

2) Answer |C] is best: Get a second
opinion. If yours is one of those transmis-
sions that produce litile or no metallic
debns, you cauld have trouble. More of-
ten than nat, though, a cenain amount of
this metallic buildup is considered nor-
mal. Be sure vou seek aut a well-trained
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past, und by sequising dealers who seld
lampered vehicles to repurchase the cur
and revmburse the buyer for handhnyg ex-
penacs.

"Bul tumpenng 13 so hard to detegl
that we need Federal tegistation to close
the door on cluckers forever,” says Gary
Dickinson, Director of Securny for Anglo
Admefican.

I car’s indleage has been reduced,
the aulo’s utle rmileage reading alse mus
be chunged. Often this is Jone by “wash-
Ing" the ttle —eraning, aliering or whoi-
ing-out the tle’™s mifcage recurding.
giving inspectors some clue 1hat the
udomeler hay been lampered wilh

DifTicult 1o detect

However, more and more ¢liwkers wili
throw away the old ttle and replace o
with a blank vne from another state, il
Ing 0 the “new™ mileage 10 correspond
with the tampered odomeler. In such
cases, odomeler Lampering is almost im-
possible to delect, because states are noj
required 10 relaio mileage recards.

“¥We want that changed.” says Dickin-
son. His company it supporting two bills
that would close the clockers™ Inepholes
by requiring states 1o ebtain annual up-
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smission (uiz

transmission specialist for consultalion.

3) You defimtely should have the fluid
and filter replaced, but find out why the
Mluid has become burped.

4) None of the apswers i1y cofrect.
Consull your transmission specialist
Leakage is commoen on elder vehicles
and ofien can be remedied with a fairly

SPECIALIZING IN:
e (3eneral Repairs
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dutes of nulvape readings.

“Odometer Lampering €osts consum-
ers over 33 bilhon a year. That is why
Federul vdometer tampenng legisfation
Is crucial for consumers.”

Dickipsin recommends consumers
wrile their US Senalors and House rop-
resentalives 1o urge their support of 1he
hiflls. The address 1s; US. Senate, Wash-
inglen, DC 20510, or House of Repre.
vertalives, Wastungton, DC 20515,

[n the meantnme, Dickinson advises
consumers use the following precautions
when purchiasanyg a used car:

* Have u trusted mechanic inspect the
velugle before purchasing,

o Call the presious owner 1o venify the
imileage,

* Excroise caunon if the vehicle’s hitle
shows erasures, varying ink colos, dif-
ety type s1yiey or white-wvut in the
space provided tor mileage.

Buyer beware

Huwever, even with these preceunons
there is hille tu nothing to keep you from
being laken by o fraudulent seller, Dick-
mson says. “Uncil we gel Federal legisla-
lon 1e protece consumers from odomeler
tampering, there 15 no way 10 guafaniee
the odumeler v corzect Buyer bewaee ™
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simple mechanical procedure .

3} The CV (constant velocity) Junts,
which (lex as the front wheels sieer and
go over bumps, deliver power from en-
gine to wheels The rubber boots thay
cover them retain grease and proleci
these mechanisms from dirt and rocks. A
damaged bool. allowing grease to leak
out, can cause the joint to fail. After
secking expert advice, be prepared 10 fol-
low procedure A,

VOLKSWAGEN, AUDI,
PORSCHE AND HONDA
e | icenced Mechanics

— COMPARE QUR SERVICES —

W12 Mamn Steepe?

Ldern Whallems VAl

ARND'S AUTD

Sl kvl

877-4571

HALTON TRAILER
SALES & RENTALS

1988 RENTAL/DEMOS

ON SALE NOW —
— SUPER LOW PRICES

* Let us "‘winterize' your trailer
* Wa also have *‘winter’’ storage
* We sell Truck Caps, Bedliners and

Running Boards

CALL US NOW!

Trafalgar Road & Hwy. 7
GEORGETOWN

877-4266

HALTON TRALLER
SALES & RENTALS
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Cure for cooling system trouble -

It’s » cold day end your CAr'S engine
overheats. A paradox? Not really, says
Cor Care Council. Gverheating, a prng-
lem generally associated with hot
weather dnving, can happen in any sea-
son if the engine’s cooling system necds
service.,

A common reason for overheating,
adds Car Care Council, is a clogged radi-
ator. Under normal conditions, the cool-
Ing system should be drained and the
dirty coolant replaced every year or (wo
as a preventive measure. This is the lime

to flush out the system with s good
chemical cleaner.

According to Car Care Council, over-
heating is often caused by low coolant

level., Rouline maintenance should in-
clude pressure testing 1o Jocate leaks and
SCEPRgE.

Oiher causes of overheating include
incarrect ignition timing, slipping fan
belt ar ather malfunctions in the fan
mechanism, fagliy thermostat, a col-
lapsed hose or a worn pressure cap.

SUPER LUBE

AND COMPLETE CAR CLEANING

Hey! Got 10 Minutes?
Let us change your oil.

*0IL SPRAYING $45.00*

¢ Wheel Balancing
e [ransmission Service
o Fuel Injection and
Computer Control Service
e Repairs To All Makes
Ot Cars And Light Trucks
e Air Conditioning Service
e Motor Vehicle
Inspection Station

JAKE’S AUTO SERVICE

5 ARMSTRONG AVE.
GEORGETOWN
877-6353

HOURS: MON.-FRL 7:30 A.M.-6:00 P.M.; SAT. 8:00 A.M.-12:00 N,

— OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK —




