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Amid the strife of war-torn Nicaragua

Vie Parsons, an Oitawag burmvau
columnist with Thomson News Ser-
vice, recently returned from a 16
doy stay in Central America. The
Iulfnwing story, based on his ohsor.
valions and on interviews, focuses
on the current economic lurmeil in
Nicarngua and it impact on the peo
ple. The visit was Parsons' second to
Centrn]l Amcrca. Two years agoe, he
spent o month there,

By VIO PARSONS

TEPEYAC, Nicaragun - The lush,
jungle-covered hills  surrounding
this village recall the popular um.
ages of o tropical paradise.

Along a deeply rutted vouniry
road that meanders through an
oranfe grove and  banana  plants
heavy with frul, an ox.cart with
squeaky wooden wheels carries &
peasanl  farmer and his  children
toward the locnl health clinic,

But uat the clinie, the portrait of
paradise evoporates. Three hundred
grime-streaked  children, ac-
campanicd by parents, await  their
turn te be seen by a handful of Kuro.
pean nens, who have loken up ser
vice to the poor of Central Amernica
as their life's work

Nearly all the children suffer from
digrthes. The puns  move among
them, selecting  the  thinnest  and
those with the dull eyes of the very 1l
for prioty attention. All they have
19 a pitifully limiled supply of an.
tibintics, o medium-sized bottle  of
Peptebismal and  fruit-and-cereal

discuils

“Can you take a st of our needs
back to Canadu?”’ nsks Sisler Nicolo
d'Escaille, o  Belgisn  nun. She
stiles gratefully when o wvisitor
e

The crowded, poorly supptied
chnie is a telling symbol of years of
war, the impact of sn American em-
bargo and blunders by an  inex-
perienced  government.  Togelher,
lhey hove left the ecopomy of
Micaragua ih o shambles.

No matter who you lalk o - sup-
porters  of  the leftist Sondimsty
Bovernment, crtics of the regime,
or the muany  without polilical
preferences - all say Life is hard in
whiat reformers hoped would be the
1mdel for o new §atin Asnerien

You can see the impact amang the
slreet sellers  trying desperately o
suppert o omeagre ldestyle, i the
young students and  their  porents
who ask visitors hopefully abaut the
chances for scholarships or o new
e i Canada  It's evident from Lhe
throngs of those with enough money
to leave the cauntry as they crowd
AL Sandino airport, wm the capital

nf Managun, hoping to catch planes

to Miami or Mexico, o stepping stone
to Lhe 11 .8
THOUBLES REVULUTION

Why has Lhe revolution, which
reached its climax oa July 19, 1979
with the wvielenl overthrow ol &
years of hrutal dictalorship under
the Somoza famly, secmingly gone

Most happy with
Canada Post

Ninely-seven per cent of Canada
Posl customers are salisfied with
retail postal services and ninety-twe
per cent  gre xabtisfid with  the
delivery of mail in rural areas
following cenversion of postal ser-
vice e local businesses acenrding to
i recont Decima survey

“The results show we are improv
ing service an rural Conada and ear
ning the support of  our  rural
customers,”  said Glles Hebwert,
Director  of  Hural  Services  for
Canada Poeit '(hr customers are an
the best position to assess our ser
vices  This assessment s (ar more
crediite  afler experwencing 1he
vitllue of those services.

The survey, commassioned by
Canada Posl, found rurad customers
barlieve their currenl service (o be as
goce! or better tun therr previows
service  Minety-lwo  per ocent con-
Sider thoewr retanl postal service (o e
the same ar beller, and nimely.one
per vent consider their current maoal
delivery Lo b 3% canvenienl or more
convenient than before

[n  facl, customers  endorse,
Canada Posl's rural conversion of
tetall  postal  services 1o lecal
businesses. A slrong majority  of
customers  consider  using phvate
bisinesscs to previde postal services
in niral cemmumities as o step o the
right direclion

Must rural customers believe the
change  to local  private  sector
operaletd  outlets has resulted
oqual or better postal serviee and
s nol adversely  affected  come
mumty hfe This was indieated by
ovierr minety  per cent of  custopurms
surveved regarding the convennner
anl  awmlability  of postal services,
nvelill qualily of service, secunty of
the mail, sumber and  range of
avidlable postal services, social n
terachion an The comimumly,  thee
cotmnunity’s  ecotany ol come
mtnily identity

Customers were surveyed ot twens
by retinl postal sutlets o rural com
munihies Gcross Capadn wheh had
recently expeniencd o conversion of
peaslil serviee Lo loesl buasiness

Lock-boxes
will be free

Cannda Poel announced recemtly
1hat heginning  on Wednesday,
Janunry 3, 1989 cusiomers who de-
pend on lockboxes in postal facilitics
0s the primary mode of delivery will
recelve lhis service frec of charge
effective on their lokebox renewal

cdate,

*'This initiative, Identified in
Canada Pest's Corpoerate plan
released In May 1989 will be of par.
ticular interest to rural cusiomers,”
snid John Feliows, Genera)
Manager, Collection and Delivery
for Canada Post. ‘Approximolely
ore million Canadians, moat of them
rural, will benefit from this pro-
gram."

To ensure customers are fully in-
formed nbout guidelines for free
lockbox service and have the op-
portunity to commen!, Cannda Post
wll] rovide detalls through
householder Infeemnilon pricr to
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cod of October. Tms 1s another step
in a national urban  and  rura)l
delivery palicy which ensures that
lhe primary maode of delivery for all
Canadians s free of charge, As s
now the cihse, customers will con-
tinue o be charged a fee if they
cheose an  alternale  available
delivery service in preference to Lhe
primary mode of delivery.

“There Is no questisn that postal
services in nural Cannda are not on-
ly being mointeined, they are being
improved, "’ aaid Fellows.
“"Providing free lockbox service is a
tangible beneflt that supparts our
commitment to  bheller service.
Canadiy Poat is in rural Canada to
stay. No longer will rural Canadians
have to pay for recelving a leiler aa
well as sending one."”

sour”?

Most blnme the seven-year contry
war - the rebels are backed by the
Heagan admintstration - for most of
the difficulties Part of that war s
the American c¢mbargo  againsl
Nicaragua, which has restricted the
flow of essenlial equipment, such Bs
buses ond  trucks, medicine and
cducational supplics, and even food.

Reynalde Antonioc Tefel,
MNicaragua's social welfare minister,
exptains that the war has drastically
cut into the ability of the country to
sustian s soctal,  educnlwn  and
health programs.

"I the {irst two years of the
revolution  tSandinistas n power?,
valy cight-teten per cenl of our
budgel wis spenl on defence,” Tefel
savd in on interview  This 1z now 50
poer cent

Annther Sandiniste, Vidaluz
Mueneses, o former vice-mintster of
cullure, noles that many peeple, -
cluding expenenced  professionals,
have left the country because of the
detenorating vennamy

Prajects were lefl an the hands of
Ihe imexpenenced, she says  There
wils no omoney o fiix whal  was
broken Water shortages.  made
waorse by successive years  of
drought, have contributed o
vphdemies  of  diarthen  that  hive
laken the bives of many chilidren In
Managun ol the end of July, haif 1he
deaths of infanls i the oily of over
one million were due toe diarthen .

Exports, oance valued ol $500-5600
million (815 annually, have declin-
od  lo 3200 nillion, leaving the
goverminent  critically  short  of
foreign currency The disruptions of
war and declining prices of coffee,
beef, sugar, banonns and colton are
among the couses, What's more, the
vimbargo means that the 1.5, once
Nicaragua's prnime  custaomer,  has
closed its doors ta the country's pro-
ducts,

Power disruptions, lorgety doe 1o
the breakdown «f overused, anli-
quated oquipnuent, contribuled to o
dechie n production of 34 per cent
this year

INFLATION HAMPANT

Daspile offorts te reform the cur-
rency, anflaton conlinues apace and
puts U squeere on government-
contoiled wipges

While prices soar wflation was
12K per cend last vear and hias baen
estimaited ot 1,000 per cent this vear
dexpile meform - woges reman tow
In July, a bus dovver carned 12
cordobas 4 month A school teacher
pot 2000 to 3000 A lowyer broughl
i 7000 1o §.000 cordobas Jiecenl o
Creases of 14 per cenl i wapes wall
help mmtbistly

When the currency  reform wenl
mle effect i February, the condoba
wis pegged al 10 per $1 U 8. By Sept
1, the officiad exchange rale ot banks
wig AN cordobag

A bus driver suys his pay 15 harely
enough to buy food for lumsel!, his
pregnant  wife  and  two  children
Before the reflorm, he estimates his
huying power was  ilhree  Limes
higher
- The gavernmen! has tried to cool
down inflatior by doling out weekly
rations of rice, beans ond sugar to its
cmployees, But these rations do not
Ka o non-governmoent workers, in-
cluding the thousands af streel
iraders who buy, sell and speculate
with whatever they can to scrounge
aliving,

A major problem is that the war,
condiating largely of hit-and-run con-
trn attacks on villages in lhe cast
and porth, has displaced thousands
of pensant farmers, known ns
campesings. Many have flocked Lo
Manogua, swelling the city's popula-
tion to twice 18 original size in less
than a decade. That has strained
services, nolabl waler and
trensportalion, and left many of
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Nicaragua's poorest families, often
with seven or eight children, hving
- jerry-built shacks the size of the
average  North  American  {iving
FXM 1)

This  exodus  has  also reduced
agricultural output. Fearing atlacks
and  kidnappings by the  contras,
[brmers have abapdencd thelr land
o cke out A living in the unfamiliar
citips.

There is now an officinl ceasefire,
broken by occasional fighting, but
few refugees are willing Lo risk the
uncertainty and return home.

CITES WAN

Frank [Duarte, a lawyer and na-
ltiona! youlh direcior of Lhe Conser-
vative Democratte  Party, the
leading  clecled  opposition o the
Sandinistas with 14 of the 9% seats in
the Natinnal Assembly, cites  the
“political instability of the war as
the main cause of economic pro-
blems. The US. should step its em.
barpo, he says.

But he ﬂ{ﬁﬂ suys low production,
prer  goverament  administration
and lack of incentives for workers
are factors

His rariy argues thal there is plen-
ty ol Jund avatlable for  the
rompesings, spd it doew nol have o
be 1aken frum the large landowners
« J redistributed. Duarte alsy woold
like lo see {acterics run by the
wiorkers and profit-sharing plans Lo
encourn ge production.

Many Sandinislus secept there 14
bureaucratic bungling The revolu-
tion and subsequent war took  the
hves of many of 1he best and
hrightest  in  the  country.  Many
others,  chasing  the brighter pro-
spects of o receptive LS, have et

Sylvin  Cerrasco,  responsibie  for
Warth American affairs  for
Nicarsgun's  Jargesi women's
prgnmization, says the government
has made several serious mistakes.

“Our  efforts were  well-intended.
We were young and mnexpericnced,
amnd hoped to accomplish mure than
we could 10 was ramantic 10 Iy
socti] transforniations. ™

Anoartisl, wha prefers not to be
namad Beeause e has reecrved
death threats from opponenls of tine
Eevernmenl,  expresses  sipular
LIt s

Sl oa Samdista, but o omat oo
blind Sanduista,” he siys

Hie cubes as a0 nesent amslake e
matiiization  of  the  country's
larges!  supar  plantstion  Govern.
ment pehey has bBeen o leave larpe
private  landholdings  alone  unless
they are nol producing, by capacily

In this vise, lhere wias sugar ra-
bonmg  Lhroughout the country  The
planlation was  producing one
malbion xacks of sugar a year when
Un  capacity 15 estimated  ar 25
millien.

POLITICAL MINTAKE

But, he says il would Bave been
wiser (6 have left the plantation
alene.  The natwonalization, he
argurs. will only add to Lthe palitica!
heat ol o time when more pressing
ceonomic issues need to be nddress
¢d There are not enough competent
administriors ta run  auch a
masaive undertaking, he says.

There  have heen  nther  policy
blunders  East  vear, 1the  Soviet

LUinien was providing MNicaragua with
60 per cent of the Central Amencan
nation’s il But  the  povernmment
rhose to sell some of thnt oil to roise
foretgn cash. The enraged Soviets
cul back on the amount of ol “sald”
to Nicaragun

Duespile the problems,
Nicaraguans often display  the
cheerdul optimism thal has helped
them  weuather sterms that would
flatten olher people,

There wos not much to cheer for atf
the anpuat July 10 celebration of the
revalution al Juignlpa, a soulhern
callle-ranching town, and celebra-
tions seemed muted compoared with
olher years, observers said.

But i the nporthern war z2one,
there was  joy, says an American
whe has worked in power projects in
the areq for three years. The people
wire happy because of the ceasefire,
recemtly  unilaterally  extended by
President Paniel Ortega to the end
of Seplember.

There 15 hope among Nicaroguans
that the end of the Reapoan od-
mintstration will nlso mean the elee-
tion af Demecral Michael Thikakis
ns  Us president. That, 1hey
believe, will mean the end of

- American backing for the contras

and the conclusion of the war

'] think Bekokis would be o strong
and pragmaotic leader,” Tefel says.
“1 think there will be peace afier
discussions with our government '

And perhaps Lhen, Nicaragua can
begin the job of reconsiruction thaot
hos  languished threuph the seven
years of war.
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