Calligraphy: Let it enhance your wedding style I -"28

There will be plenty of weddings this
year, over 2.5 million by some repons.
They will be traditional church wed-
dings, afternoon gacden affairs and new
wave happenings,

No nutter the style, in keeping with
formal etiquetie, most of the invitation
envelopes will be hand-addressed and
hand-stamped. most thank-you notes
will be handwaitten,

And, in keeping wilh today's modermn
approach to eguality of the sexes, the
bride and tn often will share in this
responsibility. :

. Bul what do you do il you both have
awhul handwriting, hate to write noles,
and think haybe ctiquetic expert Amy
Vanderbilt was much too rigid when she
suggested the handwriting be in-a
“rounded, clear, English stylc affocted by
social secretaries.”

“Consider calligraphy,” says Ken
Brown, a self-izught calligraphy experst
and spokesperson for SPEEDBALL®
Elegant Writer™ markers and kits. “[1 is
a distinctive way to enhance a wedding
celebration.” ;

Calligraphy, derived from the Greek
word kalligraphia, means beautiful writ-
ing. [t is an ancient art form created from
the Nirst Roman alphabets, and further
developed and rr.:f[:nr:d in the Middle
Ages.,
~ Monks and scribes used calligraphy 10

produce Bibdes and manuscripis. Today,
it tendy a special style to bandwritizn
messapes of all kinds,

Although the clegant, flowing lines of
this distinctive writing form may scem
complicated to master, the basic tech-
niques used (o produce a calligiaphic al-
phabet ore easy 1o learn, assures Brown.,
And you do not need good handwriting
or artistic lent to becomne a good callig-
rapher, according (o Brown,

“Calligraphy 15 an acquired skibl that
requifes No CXpErikence, prioe irzining or
aristic talem,” he says,

"With quality malicrials, easy-to-
follow instructions and practice, the
bride-to-be and greom-to-be con give
their wedding invitations and thank-you
notes a very special signature in just a
matter af wecks,™ says Brown,

Brown has developed 14 basic calligra-
phy pen strokes that create all whe letters
In the alphabet. His simple rules relating
to hand and pen positions help the begin-
ner quickly and casily create the gracelul
letters.

“When forming calligraphic letters,
the writer pulls lﬁ: nib pcn'initcnd of
pushing it as with a writing pen,” he
says. “Therefore, the pen and hand posi-
tions arc very imporiant,

. “The angle of the pen point, the hand
position and the pen position are what
enable the writer 1o form the correct let-
fer strokes almost immediately,™ he adds,

How does the beginner become a sea-
saned calligrapher in time 1o address
wedding invitations and write thank-you
notes? Brown suggests that you allow six

10 eight weeks 10 leamn the basie calligra-
phy strokes.

“With practice, the repettive forma-
tion of 1these commeon clements makes
every characier easy o do,” he says.

it 15 best 1o practice regutarly, but for
short periods of time,” suggests Brown,
“That way, you will be fresh and re-
laxed —twao key faclors in producing a
consistent, flowing style.™

There is 8 wide variety of high quality
materials and kits available, at all price
ranges, (o help the beginner [earn callig-
ruphy, says Brown.

For the novice, he recommends the
SPEEDBALL Elegant Writer calligraphy
kit from Hunt Manufacturing Co.

The kit ingludes four chisel-tipped
black felt pens in different nibs, or
points, a selection of practice papers and
an instruction booklet that outlines
Brown's casy-to-Tollow, step-by-step
method.

The markers are avasiable in a variely of
pooular colors includ ing blue, red,
green, violet, burgundy, black and
brown. “The colored pens can com
plement the color scheme of the
wedding.” adds Brown.

In addition, a wide selection of nib
widihs allows thick. 1hin and decorative
sirokes. Specialty papers, the SPEED-
BALL Textbook and any of the Ken
Brown insiruction bouks also aid the be-
ginning and advanced calligrapher.

vor a=slightly higher price the OSM]-
ROIG® Ictiering pen set, including an in-
struction hooklet and paper, is available.
This pen is imported from England and
features gold plated nibs for smooth
wriling.

The entire line of SPEEDBALL and
QSMIROID calligraphy pens, inks and
kils iv available at art, craft and office
supply stores, wnd selected mass mer-
chandisers thrdughout the country, says
Brown. :

Brown's enthusiasm for calligraphy

Aand wedding celebrations, is obvious.

“Just add ‘learn calligraphy” to the pian-
ning celendar and lﬁt wedding invila-
tions and correspondence will have a
very personal flair,” he says.

Romantic folklore

Superstitioan and folklore have long
been associated with love and romance.
(v ancient times, charms, magic potions
and other supernatural or mugicaf?}rccs
[requently were employed as a way of
trying 1o conirad one's destiny —eéspe-
cially in matters of the heart.

Love Potions: A Book of Charms and
Omens {Salem House Publishers), writ-
len by Josephine Addison and illustrated
by Dhana Winkhield, relays 1o the reader
a varicly of ancient love potions, incanta-
tions and belicfs tn a way that is at once
whimsical and informative.

ADVANTAGES OF
BRIDAL CONSULTANTS

If you had the money, timc and exper-
tise. you would huve no trouble at all
planning your wedding.

But, il you are like most brides today.
you are on a budget, are working (which
really puts a crimp in your free time),
and you're nol 1oo sure ahous 2l the
lechnical details that go into organizing a
wedding. '

Thut’s where the prolessional bridal
consultant comes imo play, according to
Gerard J. Monaghan, President of the
Asseciation of Bndad Consulians,

“Working with the bride and bride-
groom, the comltant prowides the expe-
rience, has the time and — perhaps most
importantly —belps keep the bride within
her budgel.” Monarhan said., i

Consultiants can save mongy through
their contacis in the wedding husingss,
Monaghan said, and are not an added ex-
pense, even though they were once used
oniy by the rich and femous |
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CALLIGHRAPHY is u distinciive way 10 enhance wedding invitstions und thank-you
niotes, SPEEDBALL® Elegamt Writer™ calligraphy markers, svuilable In 8 wide
r::ﬂrufpupduodm‘:nd-ul:dhn of nib widths, sre ideat for the poviee
calligrapher.
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The Helght Of Any Occasion

The perfect setting for your wedding
reception should offer more than simply a
splendid locstion. For on this your happiest
of days, each moment must-be allowed to
build into something magical. Surprise
your guests with a floating fantasy.
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e Balloon Art & Sculpture

cALL “US” TopAY
For Your
Professional and

Personal
Consultation

Main St. S.

DOWNTOWN
GEORGETOWN

¢ 8732334 *

N

4€4€4€<¢€¢<¢<¢<¢cececctceedqtscqceqs




