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A WEDDING TRADITION ... lo prewerved by » Lane Codar Ches, » i that {s eure
ta hold & llfetime of memories. The scilee serves the time-honored function of stor-
ing veluable keepsakes, while the sweater armoire offers verssillity for today'y

bride .
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The old-fashioned wedding is back.
And it's bagk with 0l the time-honored
traditions —engagement rings, organ mu-
sic, three-tiered cakes —and some mod-
crn adaptations, such as the cedar chest.

‘Many of the customs and rituals with
which 1aday’s brides and grooms pledge
their troth are rooled in antiguily. The
engagement ring. for example, goes back
more thun 2,000 years. while annther
marringe symbol, the wedding ring, has
been with us since 800 A.D, '

Roman custom called for a man to give
his betrothed a ring that wes, in essence.
& promissory note on the 1erms of the
marriage contracl. The circle represents
elemity and, in the marriage ceremony.
the ring is a pledge of cternal fidelity.

Marriage lore uscribes the veil, which
conecals the bride’s beauty, 1o man's su-
perstitious fear that a jealous deman
might steal his beloved. Others say il rep-
resents an carly form of courtship, in
which the bridegroom capr hiv wife
by force, wrapping her up in a “bridal
veil™to carry her off.

For centunies, the cedar chest has been
the heritage of young lovers and a le
of 1heir courtship, sccording to Linda
Dalton, historian at The Lane Company.

During the Middle Ages. wooden
chests were repositories of such church
and state treasures as gold, silver, mone
and religious relics. More common fol
used chests to store famity clothing, es-
pecially the trousseau of a bride-10-be.

"As the Renaissance dawned,” Dalton
says, “bridal chests became virtieal works
of art, seplete with iniricate carvings, in-
lay work and beautiful paintings on the
top and sides. Sometimes. the bridal
¢hesl would bear the coats-of-arms of the
furmmilics being united.”

In 13h century ltaly, a bride was car-
ricd 10 her husband’s house on top of her
bridal chest. Throughout her life, Every-
thing inside the chest would remain her
property. unlike her lands or maney,
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The cedar chest: A wedding tradition

which legally passed 1o her’husband at
their wcﬁﬁng* :

“Cedar became part of chest-making
during the 15th century, and served al-
most as sacred material for_ storing and
preserving ecclesiastical vestments,”
Dalton says.

“Soon, secular chests —and especially
bridal chests —were made of cedar, wai-
nut or oak, then Jined with cedar, We sijf]
make cedar-lined chests this way today.”

The custom of the bridal chest spread
quickly from southern Europe notthward
to England and, from there, to the Amer-
ican colonies. S

These sturdy boxes, with their senti-
mental associations, traveled across
occans and contingnis ofien 10 sérve as
the only real piece of fumiture in 2 rug-
ged colonial home. :

Scttlers arrividg from other parts of
Europe brought bridal chests bearing all
the ethnic color and design endowed by
culiure and tradition.

Even in the New World. chests per-

formed rites of courtship, and a young
man announced his intentions when he
gave his girl a “hope chest.”

Today. Dalion says, cedar chests enjoy
the same widesprend popularity they
have known for hundreds of years. While
i remains a safe haven for precious heir-
looms. 1oday’s cedar chest can function
as a coffee wable, window setice ar bed-

side nightsiand as well,

The Lane Company, maker of the fin-
est quality cedar chests for 75 years, of-
fers over 100 different styles of chests —
from the traditional foor-of-the-bed de-
sign to caches, foyers and armoires,

“Today's women, who value practical-
ity and versalility alongside romance and .
tradition, prize the ccdar chest as
much as their counterparts of yelter-
year,” Dalton says. |

“Cedar chests have a rich history of
romance and tradition,” she sdds. “And
tradition and romance are back in style.
When they exchange wedding rings,
share the first piece of wedding cake or
lill a cedar chexi with their s and
dreams of a life togeiher, couples give
new meaning to old traditions.™
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the day. Something that they can enj
tmmediately, like a camera, engraved

jewelry or tape recorder, will further re-
rhind them of how special the day was
when you became a famity.

Celebrate the return from your hovey-
moon (which you should take withour
your children) with a date for the whole
Family —tickets to the theatre, or a sport-
Ing event,
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