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Harboring reservations about the reserves

Gosh Perrin Beatty s just (ull af
ideas, isn't he?

First, the defence numster decided
we need 315 billion worth of nuclear
submannes to keep our Archic walers
safe And  w he has another 1dea he
woants we ail to spend next summer o
Ihe Canadian Forces reserves

Wow And just when yeu had begun to
resign yoursell 10 thr prospect of yel
anolher summer of playing golt and
golng (o barbecues.

1t seems the defence minisier 15 urg-
g employers lo give workers two
weeks of patd leave every summer in
which to train as members of the re-
SOrVe

Says Mr Heatly "To achieve our
ambitious goals reservy service
must once apain become o regular fea
ture of Canadian commumty Iife " He
adds: "By involving more Canadians i
Ihere country's defence, we can e
prove public understandmng of axtwaal
security issues *

Well, let me be honest. { have nolhing
against people who want Lo yein the re-
serves. Bul my views on Mr. Beally's
|:ru;xrsal are bound tu be biased, since |
yave n problem with the basie argu
ment that we must boeister our detences
it Lhe firsl place — the argument bc'mﬁ
we must be strong ond prepared shoul
the Russians decide loinvade

Quite frankly, I'm jusl net sure 1 see
the point. If the Red Army should come
marching in, then it seems o me a
country the size of Canada has approxi-
mately ene viable opion We Jearn to
speak Hussian. And like it

I'm further biased by the fact 1 read
about Mr. Beatty's plan the murning af-
ter waltching the video. Full Metal
Jackel.

11 you're nol much of a malitarist tn
ihe first place, this particular movie
will leave you {eeling about as keen on
jowning the armed (orces as the average
Swedish pacifist — or the Republican
vice-prsidential nominee

But I've Wied my best lo assess the
plan [airly

At first, to be honesl, T was doubtiul
aboul the notion thal we should do our
stint in the reserves by taking two
weeks paid summer leave

Let's not mince words, here You
know perfectly well whal “two weeks
paid summer leave™ 15 — 1I'S Your va-

It’s Apple

at

By Ian
Weir
Thomson -

News Service

catien, bucke

You may or mas not hke the notion of
spending your vacation ot boot camp
But try o look on the bnght side — at
the very least it give sou o ready ex-
cuse when the Xids start hounding you
aboul going to Dianeytand .

Hawever, ['m siill prelty anlsy about
Ae Beatty's statement thal signing us
up in the reserves would improve oaur
understanding of national security s
sues

Two queslions come lo mind How,
precssely, would our understanding of
these issues be improved” And what
role would drill-sergeants play in this
proceas?

55, Maggot — you don’t understand
why we need Lhe nuclear subs, eh?
Wefl. let's have 300 pushups, and see f
that helps clear your mind.”™

Perhaps this is pure paranoia Bul
wall — there's more Mr. Beatly nal
only wants us to join the reserves -- he
wants to buy $850 miliion worth of Lra-
cked troop carriers and minesweepers
{or reservisis o operale

Now, troop carriers spund like nice
things to drive. But mineswecpers”

Imagine — for the sake of purc con-

ecture — a defence minister siting at
is desk with furrowed brow, ponderin

the Lhorny question: “How shall 1 dea

with the fact the volers seem (o 5CaMmM
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my plan to sperud §15 billion on subs?”

And ln a h of inspiration, the an-
swer comnes: “Let’s send the volers oul
to look for mines!"" (BLAM! Good work
— you found one.)

ich lends to my most {undamental -

misgiving.

Mr. Beatty paints a nice, benign pic-
ture when he refers 1o reserve service
as ''a regular part of Canadian commu-
nily life.”" But whal happens if same
turkey starts o war?

Spending your vacalien in basic
lraining might be tolerable. Spending 1t

in the Persian Gulf would be no fun al
all, no mutter how hard you tried to
think of il a5 Club Med without the ten-
Mis

Somehow, Lhe gavernment always
neglects 1o mention such possibilities
when it exiols the virtues of the military
Iife Funny,isa'tit™

A few years back, an acquainlance of
mine became s0 inspired by 1those ““No
life like it TV commercials he decided
o pursue & military career. In foct,
Tom got 8o carried away wilh the ro-
mance of il all he decided 10 bypass the
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Canadian Forces enlirely, and an-
nounced his plan to join the British
Navy.

Two weeks later, the Falklands War
broke out. By the end of the following
week, Tomn had found a nice job at Bur-
per King.

Now, I'd cerlninly hate 1o sound like
a less-than-patriotic' Canadian. But on
the whole, it's not terribly likely I'll be
spending next summer in the reserves.

1 do hope Mr. Beatty will be able 10
bear the pain of my absence. [f not, he
can always drop by the golf course.

Taoke 4 close lbok, you may be a winner. If the face in-
dicated by the arrow is yours, you're the lucky winner of a
pair of Georgelown Cinemas courtesy passes, Call us a
N77-2201 or AT7-8822 or drop In al The Herald, 15 Guelph St.,

Lieargelown, (nt. Lo elaim your prize, LI

ou're not g win-

ner this week, keep on looklng. Next week il may be your
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