Entertai
The rise and the fall

of the Canadian empire

'o be hanest, 1 bad made a selemn
vow not to wrile a single word — lel
alone an enlire volumn — about the
Great Grettky Trade.

Gentle Reader {1 told mysell) hos
spent Lhe past week and-a-hall reading
about nathing else. Genlle Reader
{bless him) deserves o break.

But this was before [ realized the
truth. And the truth — as countless
olher commentators have made clear
— 15 the lransfer of Wayne Gretzky Lo
the L. A. Kings is the mos! lerrible Lhing
that has ever happened to Canada.

Apparently, the trode has shattered

- gur sense of identity as a counlry,
stripped us of our stoture ahroad, and
jus generally reduced 120 years of na-
lien-building 1e rubble, And if your job
is penning [rivolous newspaper ¢o)-
umns, these are issues you simply have
toaddress.

To begin with, of course, il appeared
the only real consequence of the trade
was 1o convince hundred of thousands
of Edmontonians that they want to

lynch Peler Pocklinglon. And I:,rm:hinF
Peler wouldn'l guile canstituie the col-
lapse of Canada — although it would un.
derstandably dismay Mrx. Pocklingtan.

(Or, an the olher hand, perhaps il
wouldn‘t. After all, Mrs. Pocklington is

resumabty an Qiler fan, too. And per-

aps husbands who trade Wayne
Gretky spend an awful lot of nights
sleeping oo the couch.)

Bul the mnedia s00n opened our eyes
1o the wide-ranging and ghaslly ramifi-
calions. Newspaper editors were
among the liest to realize the Trade
might drive us all into psychotherapy.

Two days ufter the event, | came
across an article in which a psycholo-
gist was asked lo assess the impact on
the national psyche. Apparently, the
loss af Gretiky to L.fk. wiil reinforce
pur subconscious belie! thal we are
poor couniry-cousins whose few Lrea.
sures are bound to be snatched away by
the greedy and all-powerful Americans.

As such, we are now bitterly lament-
ing the fact we let them find aut aboul
Wayne. If only we had safeguarded him
wisely, by keeping him in a sock under
the matlress.

This led to the theory thal the
Grelzky denl may lurn Canadians
agains! [ree trade, Accarding to the ex-
peris — i.e., those who wrile newspaper
columns — we have been shocked into
realizing the Yankee traders are bent
on buying our souls with their filthy dol-
lars. 7

Across the nalion, we are led to be-
lieve, distraught Conadians are now
muttering: ""We woulda lel ‘em have

ihe water. We woulda given "em the oil.
Bult no ~ they hadda go and buy
Wayne."

And then came the biggest blow of
all. The Globe and Mail's Moscow cor-
respondent has revealed the |oss of
retzky means Lhe loss of Canada’s
credibilily in Russian eyes.

Hussian doormen, the corres ent
wrote, would invariably beam with de-
light when confronted with a Canadian
exclaiming: “Kanada — Gretzky!"

But that's all down the tubes, now.
Presumably, Russian doormen are now
looking with stony contempl upon The
Globe's Moscow correspondent. Werse
yet, they may oven be greeling him
with the exclamation: ""Ranada —
Howie Meeker!'' It's a wonder Pock-
lington can steep al all.
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Well. At a Lime of such naticaal cri-
siz, only a fool could try to be sunny and
optimistic, Still, before we all decide we
have nothing left to live for, there grea
couple of thoughls we might Iry (o keep
in mind. .

To begin wilth, much of the commen-
tary about the Trade has centred on iis
devastating impacl on poer Edmonton.
That city, we are told, is shaltered.
Which raises the ﬂm?l: question: does
this really bother you?

Consider, [urther, Lthe fact the imme-
diate effect of the Trade is to guarantee
the Oilers may never win another Sian-
ley Cup. Which raises a second ques-
ticn: isn’t this a marvellous Lthought?

! don’t want Lo sound too puritanical,
here. I will stop short of saying it is vile
and sinful for a team to win the Cup ev-

ery year. 1 will even slop shart of saying
il?.; wicked {0 root for such a team.

But [ will point out thal the Bible
siresses the meek shall tnherit the
earth — which comes pretly ¢lose lo &
Divine tnjunction to root for the Maple
Leals Instead.
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Duke of York
Restaurant

Drop into the New Duke of York and
( By
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enjoy our Seafood Platter Sppcta! at
this terrific price. But only until Tues.
/O] SEAFOOD

. Sept. 6th,

FOR TWQ WEEKS ONLY!

Salmon. Scallops, Shrimp, Sole &
Lobster Thermador!

includes: Choice ¢f Rice or
Potato and Vegetable.
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ronresmvanons: 873-1409

NORMANDY PLAZA
118 Gueiph St.,
Georgetown, Ontario,
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'Take a close look, you mayv be a winner, kf Lthe face in-
dlcaled by the arrow Is vours, vou're the lucky winner ol a
pair of Georgetown Cinemas couriesy passes. Call us al
|B77-2201 or 71-8822 or drop in ot The ilerald. 45 Guelph 5t,,
(Georgelown, Ont. to claim vour prize. IT yvou're not a win-
rer this week, keep on Jooking. Next week it mayv be your
furn.

GEORGETOWN CINEMAS

235 GUELPH STREET - 877-6232

CINEMA 1 3rd GREAT WEEK!
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Evenings
at
7:00 & 9:15 p.m.
Sat. & Sun, at 2:00 p.m.
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| commid | AnGy bl
'h K * 1 Fet r 3
AR |

“Totally entertaining!

Aghilzy, fiashy. lgw-de-larce tor Tem Cruise,

TOM CRUISE

Matinee |
Saturday & Sunday

Evenings at
7:00 & 9:15 p.m.
Oniy
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Cesrit LAnguaos
and Sexui Cawteni

CINEMA 3

“When I talk,
you're going to langh
yourself hoarse.”

7:00 & 9:15 p.m.

Matinee
Sat. & Sun.
. at
- 2:00 p.m.




