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Of course, it goes without saying that
bath you and 1 are deeply commilted 1o
democralic principles.

Democracy is synonymous with {rec-
dom, [aimess and equality. It Is ihat
ldeal system under which any litUe boy
(or girl) can dream of growing up to be

. defence minister and buying $15 billion
worth of submarines with other peo-
ple’smoney. -

_ On the other hand, you and I are aiso
aware that moderation Is a cardinal
virtue. As such, we know that there are

certain sltuations in which democracy -

ks & bit like horseradish: splendid stulf,
but a little goes a (alrly lang way.

This thought came to mind upon
reading about the democratic crusade
of a1 Vancouver journalist named Ian
‘Hunler. Mr. Hunler, bless him. I8
spearheading a campaign to give chil-

n the right to vole, :

Apparently, Mr. Hunter's first notion

was to Jower the vatlng age o 14 On
_ sober second Lhought, he decided to re-
vise the voling age right down (o zero.

“It's not likely that babics would
want to vote,'* he is quoted as saying,
«but that's ho reason to deprive them of
a constitulional rght."

At this poinl, one is tempted to be

cynical. One is tempted 1o say: show
me an infant who has the rignt to vote
and 1'll show you an infant who can
damn well change his own nappies al 4

a.m.

still, Mr. Hunter makes some valid
arguments. Children, he observes, arc
the only identifinble group in Canada
withoul the right to vote. Indeed, he
claimas, chitdren can be seen as the
most di“d“nuﬁ people in the coun-
{ry since no ooe & lower income or
fewer rights thana child.

This ts undeniably true. Children
have (it must be admitted) falrly few

rights. This is whal makes them beara- -

ble.

us Lo make three general assumptions
about him. :

One: Mr. Hunter is an idealist. Two:
Mr. Hunler is profoundly committed Lo
equality. Three: Mr. Hunler does not
have kids.

There is a techrical term for the state
in which children are denicd an equal
say in household decisions. It is called
“sanity.”

To be sure, there are & few unhappy

_parents who lry to run their homes on a
truly democratic basis. These are the
rents who never eat anywhere excep!

- McDonald's
Bu! by and large, most parcnts rec

ognite the virtues of benign despotism,
When ([or instance) the dear little ones
clamor for The Care HBears when the

, Expos are playing on another channel,

most {athers are wise enough to take &
desp breath, count to 10, smile gently
and then ask themselves: “What would
the Sheriff of Nottingham have done al
atime like this?™
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New Home Video

WALL STREET (R} CBS/Fox,
$89.98. Oliver {“Platoon”) Stone's
glossy. slick melodrama about the

American worship of capitalism
brought an Oscar to lead actor Mi-
chael Douglas. The lantern-jawed
star plays ruthless multimillicnalre
speculator Gordon Gekko, who takes
a young broker (Charlie Sheen) under
his slimy wing.

A perverse father figure to this cal-
low kid, Gekko preaches the seductive
ethic of greed. Countering Gekko is
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airline company, who stands [or the
decency of the common man and
siresses the value of things that mon-
ey can't buy.

The contemporary Wall S‘lreet of

" corporate raiders and wild insider

trading is a ripe subject lor skewer-
Ing, and Stone and his co-writer Stan-
ley Weiser have come up with same
choice hard-boiled satire. . EI*IQHE.

In short. Mr. Hunter's views enable

Chillingly. however, Mr. Hunter's
crusade may be on solid legal ground.

To begin with, the Charter of Rights
guaraniees Lhe vole for all citizens wi-
thott a menlion of age restrictions. And
besides, Mr. Hunter notes, Canada has
already extended the vote to the three
ather groups which were formerly dis-
enfranchized - hirst women, and then
“criminals and lunatlcs.”

Well. Once again, Mr. Hunter's facls
are correct. We have indeed ended Lhe
discrimination against these lhree
groups. We've enlranchized the somen
—. and we've elected the criminals and

lunatics. Bul surely this is enough
fairmeas (ot onc cenlury.

Lzt's be realistic. Children are sim-
pl); unequipped tn weigh complicated
political issues.

And worse ye!, remember how many
chlldren there are in Lhis cmer:[r. What
if thase milliont of kids got Il in their
heads Lo cast a block vote for the candi-
date of Lhelr cheice?

.Try to Lmagine waking vp Lhe morn-
ing after tha next election and discover-
ing Lhat our new prime minlster is Mr.
Dressup.
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children out of the polling booths

Now, Jet me hasten to add that this is
nal an attack on poor Mr. Dressup.
There pre undoubiedly many ﬁﬁﬂm
who are [ess (it to govern than he is —
and over the years, we've elected mosl
of them.

But there is a sacred principle at
stake here. Children have their place
and this place Is nal the polling booth.

Altow children to vote and they re al-
mosi certaln to elect lousy govern-
menis,

And this is a job that should be left to
adults.
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Take a close look, you may be a wihner. If the face in-
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dicaled by the arrow is yours, you're the lucky winner of a

pair of Geor

etown Cinemas courtes

passes. Call us at

B37.2201 or B17-8522 or drop in at The Herald, 45 Guelph St.,

Georgetown, Ont. 1o claim f

ney this week, keep on look
lurm.

2nd Great Week!
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our prize. If you're not o win-
g. Next week It may be your

Georgetown Market Pace 8731603
DALY LUNCH SPECIALS *3.95 & up

Sooters
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the Sheen character’s natural father
(played by Charlle’s real dad, Martin)
— a union rep and machinist for an -
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& Feoh called

Matinee
Sat. & Sun.

Evenings at 2:00 p.m.
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Stagle Prints ﬁ
3axs

12 exp. ... 4%
15 exp. ...9%8
24 exp. ...3%8
36 exp. .. 1198

21 Gueiph ™

FREE Double Prints (2-32x5)

or Double Size (5x7)

L
If you prefer, double prinis 5x7
cost yous only $5.00 more.

CAN YOU

BELIEVE THIS?

sx7 color enlargements for as low ns

13¢ per picture inchding film
developing. Only at Sooter’s!
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LIONS CHARITY BASEBALL GAME _ §

Sunday, August 21

,1988 at 1:30 p.m.

ACTON LIONS
v§
GEORGETOWN LIONS

+ McKenzie Smith Middle Schoo
Many Draws including a Propane BBQ

~ Tickets $1.00 -
Availabla al: Acton Automotive; Acton; SitN-Bull, Acton; * © -
+ . ve. TheCarpet Bam:. Georgatown ™ © "

at -
7:00 &9:15 p.m.

CINEMA 2

THRILLING!

“FOR SHEER ROLLER COASTER
THRALS THE PN OF THE CROP
% ToE HARD
o Dhpren Ay, HEWSWEEE

| “LICENC

Evenings at
7:00 & 9:15 p.m.
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ALL SEATS

Saturday & Sunday

L]

at 2:00.p.m.

Starts Today!

E TO DRIVE”

Saturday & Sunday
at2:00 p.m..




