Landfill talks
focus on effect

to waterways

Al the height of ita use the propos-

Acton quarry landfill site will pro-
e 150,000 .fﬂailnm of peisonous
leachate everyday, -

But the leachate collection and
treatment system ed for the
dump will be able to collect and treat
the leachate to government stan-
dards before pumplng it into Black
Creek, the study group on the Acton

iquarr}r dump proposal was told Aug.

Ed Salenieks, o speciallst on
leachate treatment at Marshall
Macklin Mcnaghan said onsite treat-
ment of leachate is the “preferred
option."

HReclamation Systems Inc., the
dump ponents, are also consider-
ing shipping partially treated
leachate to a reglonal facility based
on Lake Ontario, or combining the
leachate ' treatment plant with a
municipal sewage plant Lo handle
some of Acton's municipel waste
and ease the burden on the Sewage
Treatment plant upstream.

Leachate is a iFhly R}Juannua k-
quid produced at all landfil} sites, It
Is produced after rain percolates
through the refuse at the landfill gsite
over a numberof years.

ﬂpunenu of the dump are wor-
riec that leachate could escape into
Halton Rills' waler su le and con-
tamlinate the town's drini ng water,

All Halton Hllls residents draw
their water from private or
municipal wells serviced by the
Amabel aquifer - a hugh
underground body of water.

However, Eco Logic Laboratories,

the consulting firmed hired by RSI
to conduct public lnformation
frocess, says that won't happen.
- Mr. Salenleks told the study group
"and about 20 avdience members that
the leachate collection has been pro-
ven effective,

If RSI's onsite leachate treatment

] is accepted, & series of
erground pipes will collect the 1i-
quid and carry It to a well at the
south end of the quarry. A treatment
.plant will then bring the leachate to
Enemment standards then plpe it
to Black Creek,

Gmundl;vaterdwul also Iﬁ collected
separalely and pmped Into Black
Creek, hesaid,

Bringing the leachate into govern-
ment standards, will require a treat-
ment plant costlng about $£3 millln,
sald FEco Logiec President Dr,
Douglas Hallett,

The leachate itself will require ex-

tenslve treatment. It carrles a bio-
chemical oxygen demand (BOD) (a
standard of measuring the polson) of
about 12000 parts per million.

A major storm, of the type which
ocCurs only once every 100 years,
could have disastrous effects on
Halton Hilis residents' If the dump
can’t handle the extra water, says
one commille member.,

RS1 won't build a leachate Lreat-
ment plant until the third year of

takes thai long for the refuse to ab-
I sort the ralnwater and then start
roducing leachate, said Ed

enieks, a specialist on leachate
treatment.

- municipal

100-year storm disastrous

the dump's operation because it

Before It's released |nto Black Creek
it will have to be brought down to
between three to five parls
millin, simllar to the levels of
irealed sewsge pmped inlo Black
CTreck by the Acton Sewage treal-
ment plant,

By comparison, raw scwage car-
rics @ BOD of about 200, a lonn
creates a liquid containing. 1,000 B?
and a brewery's byproducts contain
o measurement of up to 15000 BOD,
snid Mr. Salenieks,

Ministry of- Envirenment
:ﬁgdcllnﬁ say 15 parls per mlllion {s

maximum standa for treated
edfluent before s pumped Into a
stream.

The leachate would be pumped in-
lo Black Creck at & point
downsiream from the dump, close to
Limehouse, where the assimilative
capacity of the creek s much
Ereater, sald Dr. Hallett,

Upstream, where the Acton
sewage plant is pumping lts effluent
into Black the siream is
relatively narrow and quite polluted,
he said.

No more effluent can be $umged
into the stream at that point but
downstream where RSI wants to

p its effluent into the Creek, the

ow Is twice as much and the

assimilative capacily is qulie large,
he said, :

The creek can handle the 150,000
gallons of treated leachate g day
that would be pumped Into the
stream at that poinl nesr the end of
the life of the demp in about 20 years
time, said Dr, Hallet.

Eco Logic claims that the water
quzlity of Black Creek could actual-
ly be increased, if some of the
waste currently belng
treated atl the existlng sewage treat-
ment
facillty at the dumpsite, said Dr,
Hallety,

It would ease the burden on the

of the creek upstream which
the lowest flow, he said.

The dump will also require an ex-
l;aulue nitrife  treatment [acility.

ests last year showed that Lhe
substance ~ which, If present in ex-
cessive quantities can kiit fish in the
stream -~ i3 pearing the govern-
ment's standards of 60 parts per
billion.

Asked by Committee member
Merlin Kobsa what effeet a sudden
huge downfnll of rain would have on
the leachnte collection system Mr.
Salenieks said it takes years for
leachate to be (ormed. Leachate in-
creases as o seasonal thing and not
o3 o result of one event such as a
large downpour, he said,

plant was channeled 10 a new

However, a stoerm water
management program will be in
ceffect as s00n as the dump opens,
he said,

“You have not accounted for the
worst case scenario. Like any big
business %hm doesn't glve a darn,
you're golng to pump It into Black
M LS I-\.

Michael Pullen, & specialist wjth
Marshall Macklin Monaghan sald
he doubts there would be 10 feet of
waler, but he would check into the
scenario,

Uncut grass and weeds*l}ns_ightly
Mill Street neighbors complain

New houses at the corner of Cob-
biehill Road and Mill Sireet in Acton
are “‘devaluating” neighboring pro-
perties and BIll and Lena Nelles
want the town to do something about
it. '

The couple appeared before town
councll as o delegation Aug. B to ask
the town lo clean up the boulevard
and Fut up a privacy fence around
the four properties on Mil) Street
wesl,

The Nelles's [lve across from the
properties at 159 Mill Street and
thanks to an upusual quirk in town
orders three new houses which were
built across the road forced an ex-
iaﬂnh% y {0 have its frant gﬁrd
on Mill ntreetktumrgd finlﬂ the back
. The back yard of the pro

me the front vard on Cuhb‘!]:hr:fl'

Roed 80 the houses could front onto
Cobblehill Road.

Now, the Nelles's must look at an

unkept boulevard Mull of uncut grass
and weeds and ‘‘unsightly"

ba:#gﬂrda.
“The people there don't feel any
obligation to ever try lo do anything
with (the boulevard),” said Mrs,
Nelles,

Ward 2 Coun. Pam Sheldon
wanted to put the privacy fence up

immediately but Mayor Russ Mliler
successfully pushed for a  staff
report on the issue, to see If it js [egal
Lu]gulu a fence there,

e also wanis the town to talk to
property owners flrst to see il they
area ble to a fence.

Mayar Miller also said reconstruc-
tion of the intersection should take
care of the unsightliness surroun-
ding the properties.
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Commercial shot
for Scotiabank

eor me residents may soon
see a tamlliar sight on thelr televi-
slon screens,

Scotia bank will usc the *‘small
town feellng and atmosphere” of
downtown Georgetown in a televi-
elon commerclal,

The crew of Boardwalk Plclures
Ltd, began rolling the cameras on
Maln Street at 11 a.m. thig morning
{Wednesday) and they will wrap up
at 9 p.m. tonight.

But ttqueq:tm fiv.lzl lwiIl be E_llndered and

) W rema o
pa#trialn.-. thi wgmd
e oaly things that will be ¢l
off wlll be six king spots on the
east side of Mailn Street between
Cameron's Fashions and the McGlb-

h:l;:'lantfl.

meras will be get up on the
sldewalk on Main Streot h‘; front of
the Royali Bank, Union Gas
Cameron’s Fashlons and North
Haolton Sports.

Merchants in the area of the fllm-

Ing have ne t;léjmtium io the extra

ing 0 Tan Cunliffe,
the locations manager 4for Board-
walk Pictures,

“In fact, they mentioned how
fnuﬂutﬂ'l more buniines.s they do when

m crews are in town,” sald L
Cunliffe. Mr

Boardwalk piclures will pay the
town $200 for use of the Eix parking
metres, pul up a 3300 deposit Lo
make sure the slreet is cleaned up
after filming, and take out $2 million
worth of insurance for the oneday
cvent.

Council at odds over civic centre

By BRIAN MacLEQD
Herald Stafll

Verbal barbs flew back and forth
acrpss the town councll chambers
Aug. 8 alter Ward 2 Coun. Pam
sheldon questioned changes to the
new Clvie Centre bullding.

The $6.1 milllon bullding was ap-
proved last year but several items,
such as a $12,000 reflecting pool,
were eliminated from the budget to
decrease the costs of the building.

Since then, a clitizens' committee
has been set up {o ralse donations to
Hﬂf for amenitles such as the pool,

agpoles, picnlc tables and other
mﬂ {o benutily the civic centre

5.

The Coun. Sheldon said over
200,000 In chonges have been made
by the town's fivemember building
commitlee, which wos set up to
oversee construction of the civie
centre, without her knowledge.

“l thought the $12,000 reficcting
pool was out. Now (U's back In. [t
sounds like we're gelng to do it and
hope the donatlons committed wil]
cover it,” aaid Coun, Sheldon.

Several items have been pdded
:lfj‘;:}!'w'; council raotifleation, she

“I don't think we're talking about
$1,000. 1 was looking at figures of
$200,000™ she said.

Coun, Sheidon said council never
gave the bullding committee the
nmuthority to maoke changes without
going through council first,

Alter a heated debale Lhe meeting
was brought to a halt while Deputy
Clerk Deimar French obtalned and
read & motlen from last November,
setting up the bullding commitiee.

The motion sald the commitlee
will “oversee the huildlnf of the new
lown hall and communicallng with
council when deemed necessary .

That, sald several building com-
mittee members, gave Lthem the
authority to make- declslons: which
have lo be made quickly.

The bujlding commiltee consisis
of Moyor Miller, who is the chalr-
man, and coeuncillers Al Cook, Joe
Hewitt, Pam Johnston and Norm
Elljott.

Coun, Sheldon sald the building
commillee has *“stretched” its man-
date,

"1 haven't been able (o follow the
money that has been spent,” she
snid.

But Ward 2 Coun. Joe Hewitt said
everything has been nmln.lmved by
council and (he minutes have been
clrculated fo councillors so everyone
shoyld be aware of what's golng on.
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Chnnfw.s to the building since the
eriginal $6.1 million nEpmvnE ini-
clude $88,000 for mill work, $50,000 to
$60,000 for excavatlon under the
building to put in a basement, $12,000
for more Insulotion and $60,000 to
370,000 for a heat pump system.

But much of that wiii be covered
by the approved budget with excess
funds from other accounts, said
Coun. Cock,

Coun. Sheldon nsked for & report
on exactly how much money has
beenn spent over the approved
budget, what the money has been
spent on, and where jt's geing to
come lrom.

But several councillors who it on
the bulding committee questloned
Coun. Sheldon's motives for br-
inging up the subject in publiec.

"1 take exception to the manner at
which the uest was made,”" said
Ward 1 Coun. Norm Elllott.

"None of us werk uver:tepping the
mﬂnw that wps glven to us,* he

"The way in which this came
obott was suspect,” said Coun.
Elllott, who became inceasingly
angry as he spoke.

The citizens’ committee didn't
want to be seen as picking up the
glack for something council didn't
do, he said,

Coun. Sheldon's remarks *‘ecnsis a
seed of susplcion in the public's
mind about how this commitiec was
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wurhlnﬁ and 1 don’t think there
should ea?:y susplelon,’ he added.

Ward 3 Coun, Pem Johnston also
gquestioned how the issue  was
brought up. *I think this thing's abit
overblown aznd 1 |:-e:";u:umll_\‘:l think
this whole issue has been handled
ina tacky manner,” she said.

Town Treasurer Ray King sald he
has "no great concemns’ over how
the building commiltee is operating.

But Coun. Sheldon spoke out in her
own defence after listening to
criticlsm from her colleagues.

“The mere foct that there has
been this discussion means there are
someé members of council who are
not quite sure how money is being
spent,” she said,

“{ did what any councillor would -

{k]."
“If anybody has blown the [ssue

. out of propertion It was those coun-

citlors who got defensive,"’ she said,
“I don’t think ['ve Enss&d diseur-
sion on anybody tonight.™
Mayor Miller snid after the
meeling that the report will
straighten things out, ‘I know that

everything we did was obove the
::mrd. We had the authority to do

LII .

Councillors did instruct Mr. King
le prepare 4 report on spending, but
a motion by Ward 3 Coun. Betty
Fisher to fulure spending by the
building committee to come through
council was withdrawn after an ap-
peal by Coun. Hewlit to leave the
process plone,

Asking for approval by council
first “kind of destroys the concept of
what these people (the citizens com.
mittee) are trying to do,” sald Coun.
Hewilt.

“If we have to destroy the hard
work of these citizens then I'm not
going to enjoy it one bit,”
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