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" become a free-for-all. An

Their

Paul Leishman

Cutloo

The guessing game

would be tantamount to a defeat for

. B
Stewari MacLeod

Thomon News
Service

Since none of us can read the mind
of Prime Minlster Brian Mulroney -
and are. unaware of any sectel
poiltical intelligence he may
- it's probably somewhat stupld to
centure into the election- ction
business,

Anyway, far every political
stretegisl who [eels there wall be an
carly fall vote, particutarly now that
the Tories secem to be moving up in
the opinion polls, you can find
another expert who feels just as
strongly about a spring election. it
was ever thus.

But, having thrown in these
qunliflers, there is nothing to pre-
vent us from saying it"'s beginning to
look more and more as though the
next vote will be later, rather than
sooner, Whether an election can be
squeezed in before the end of 1983 is
beginning to seem doubtful. -

This, of course, is based on the
assumption thal Mr. Mulrone
wants to see the free-trade legisla.
tian enactied before going ta the
[}IE. Should he decide o take free
rade to the voters before it becomes
law next Jan, 1, then the jictions
that's an
understatement. -

Considering the \ime, elfort and
money that's gone into free trade
dmnﬁ,ﬁm last three vears, along
with state of the opinion polls, an
early eleclion would require an act
of bravery on the prime minlster's
part. - The ibility of the free
trade initiative golng down the draln
must be almost unbearable for him.

But, unless he has polling informa-
tion not available to the rest of us, it
would 'ap?ear that an early election
could easily result in this happening.
Despite Tory gains that suggest the
parly now is'in secand place behind
\he Liberals, tht opinlon poMs In-
dlcate the three federal parties re-
main fairly closely bunched In the
Jo-per-cent range. That poinls to o
minorily government. And this

SNAFU® by Bruce Beattie

free trade, since both the Liberals
Democrats are fighting it
tng{‘ihn:lndm%lnm
parllamentary approval for
the furﬁe-lmde deal seems to be a fair
way off,

SLOW PROGRESS

Sg far, even with the use of
closure, the government has been
making slow progress with the
enabling legisiation, It has finally
cleared second reading in the Com-
mons - approval i::rr}:u'inclgle - but it
atill must be exnmined by a Com-
mons commilttee, go through two
moTre stoges in the House itself, and
then go to the Senate. '

What happens In the Liberal.
dominated Senate is anyone's guess,

Onc school of thought is that, If the
upper house helds up the legisiation,
the prime minister will call an elec-
tion and campaign both on Senate
obstruction and (ree trade, On the
surfoce, it might appear ino 'be a
rather ncat packaye. :

But the dongers ore greal. Nof on-
ly must Mr. Mulroney fend off op-
position attacks that he had no man-
date to negotiate a free-trade deal -
in fact;, he said he would not - but
Senate obstruction would have to be
real and apparent. :

If the complex legisiation took
nearly two months to clear one stage
in the Commons and required
closure at that - the senators seem
entitled to their falr kick at the can.
And they probably won't even get
their hapds on the bill until
sometime in Seplember.

Then, they can do what they want,
including cstablishing o commilttee
that will travel coast-to-coast and
hear  witnesses that can't be ac-
commodated by the Commons comi-
mittee

sure, the prime minister can cry
obstruction, but not for a couple of
months. _

OTHER STHRATEGY

Anyway, long before obstrucilon
becomes apparent, the Senate eould
adopt other tacties, including the in.
seriton of miner amendments to the
blll. This would require it to be sent
back to the Commons for appraval in
Its alten?d form.

ol fiy
AR R,
CE————"

“We sold our last copy of How fo Avoid
Frustration in Your Daily Life five minutes
ago."
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Joan Mannall

Terry Colter

By BILL BUTTLE

If we just saved these, we wouldn't
have to buy any more briquettes!

Samura1 makes cuts
but only in the US

Your
Business

u :
DIANNE MALEY
Business Analyst

Thomson News
Service

Stand [or a second at any maljlur In
tersection in Toronto and you'll see
half a doren Jeeps without even tur.
ning your.. head, There'll be
Cherokee wagons and white conver-
tibles with les In the back, ears
Napping in the wind. ;

551 Intense is Jeep-fever Lhat anles
of Jeep-like vehicles, such ps the
Suzuki Samursel, have been carried
plong in the heat of it,

Even a rpecent
American consumers greup that the
Samurai tended to roll over in road
tests does not appear to have quelled
Canadians' enthuslasm for the small
Ep-likﬂ vehicle, Supukl Moter Co.

dended charges that the Samural
Is unsafe.

Lonsumers Unlon, publisher of
Consumer Reports, sald Suzuki
should glve Samural owners thelr
money .back. Some American
Samural owners plan ¢ launch a
closs-action euit against the com-

Pﬂ_}'lf‘;ﬂ
¢ market response was swift
ared deadly in the US. In June,
Semurai sales plunged a thumping
T0.6 per cent there,
BI1G REBATE

To relleve alarmed denlers south
of the border, Suruki Motor Co. has
cut §2,000 (U.S.) from the $7,995 pur-
chase price for the basic Samural,
letting dealers use the money as

report by an

they please, That's & 25 per cent,

I:h:e cut, one of the moat peneroum
n recent history.

Denlers #re using the money to
slash prices o consumers and some
denlers are offering big life in-
surance policles or other confidence-
bullding things - al one may
well wonder comforting it 1s to
get a life insurance policy with your
new car,

The $l-million policles, offered in

over and tho
- Mark Muller, a Missour] dealer,

“is made by

Ohjio, are paid tf a Samurai rolls
ticyholder i3 killed,

says the rcbale will elean out his
Samural inventory, *'This rebale

program’s the most incredible thing -

thal's ever happened,” Mr. Muller

said,

“It's 'Katie, bar the door’” he
said. “I'm sure I'll zero my inven.
tory out this month.”

Here in Canada, though, no such

program is anticipnted, says Marcel

Lambert, Sweuki Canada's nationa)
sales manager. "“As of right now,
thete Is no plen to offer rebates In
Canada,” Mr. Muller said. !

Sales in Carinda have not suffered
to Lhe same extent as they have in
the United States, he safd.

LESS PUBLICITY

One explanation may be . that
televislon statjons all across the
United States  carried | videotapes

by Consumers Union show-

g the Samural tipping over in driv-
in%ltuta* The report received less
publicity in Canads,

But sales are down (o Canada, too,
and it may be only a malter of ime
before Suzuki Cenndn decides to do
something about the price. The
Samural’s appeal lles In its bein
much cheaper than the Jeep, whi
American Molora,
American Motors 1= pow In the

Chrysler fold,

A basle Samural may sell for less
than $10,300 [n Canads, while Jeeps
range from $17,000 to more than
$30,000 for the  Cherokee wagon,
Jeeps and Samurils. are not the
same.

How reliable (s the Consumer
Reports test? In Lhe lest, in which
drivers made sudden, sh turns
with the test vehicles, the ural
ti while the Jeeps and other

Icles did not.

Aa with everything else in (his
worid, you get what you pay for. In
the United States, at lenst, people
are now paying less for Lhe Samural.

ﬂound. on & steamin
~ day, such

Rychard McKeown

Tough time
on the T\C

Staff

Comment

Hy
BRIAN MacLEGD

For ycars | have avolded using the
GO troin and the TTC. After an ex-
perience on July 15 1 remember
why,

Along with my liancee Karen, I
decided to head down to Ontario
Place for the 8 p.m. show of the up-.
and-coming Canadtan band Hloe
Rodeo.

Because the Molson Indy was on
that weekend, we decided to spend
lhe $11.20 on two round-trip tickels to
Toronlo.

We nrrived at the GO stalion in
Clarkson - a8 mere 20-minute drive hﬁ
the QEW to Ontario Place - to cate
the 6:37 irain, which tumed into the
6:47 traln.

Alter we entered the station and
after we bought oar tickels, we were
told vla an annauncement on the
loud speaker that the train would not
stop at Exhibition Stadium because
only Indy passengers could get off
there,

S0 passengers bound for Ontado
Place had to go o Unien Station,
where they would catch a TTC shut-
Ue bus “provided” for us at o cost of
W Ccenis n passenger each way. The
bus, we were told, would come every
IS minutes, .

The ‘four-times-an-hour bus"
turned fnto'a  “iwiee-an-hour bus'
and we arrived at the steps of On-
tario Place at #:30 Fm a full two
hours after leaving Mississauga.

As we arrlved, another
speaker announcement... -

The forum was sold out,

S0 It was back on the shutile, hack
on the train and in to file 8 complalnt
to the TTC.

Yes, we were [foolish enough to put
in writing our complaint and ask for
o refund of $11.20.

Wo aren't holding our breaths.

The paint is we could have saved
iwe hours, and more than $13 by
driving 20 minutes, parking for [rec
at the Argonaut Rowing Club (a llt-
tle known gem for baseball and foot-
ball fans) and walked 15 minules Lo
Ontorie Place in plenty of Ume for
Lthe show,

The better way? -

There’s still something to be sald
for the do-tt-yourself approach.

I3 pushing 27-years-old too old to
be & rookie? ‘

I'm{indlng out the hard way.

Having never played .an organlzed
game of rugby In my llfe, I'm givin
it & crack - Hterally - thig year wi
the Norih Halton Rugby Club,

After two and a hall ganmes I've
definitely galned more respect for
the garmne and those who play it.

You'd think lifting weights
feverishly for two hours a day, [lve
days a week would prepare you for
such an endeavor,

Lifting weights s fun, Running is
fun. But l|.:';irf\1:-rrntrtg [eats of
strength in scrum and running
for miles on end trying to keep up
withril.:te play iz a task only for the
v ; '

cvertheless

loud

gain 8 new

you
-paspective on things when you've

nn and scrummed for 40 minuteg,
then suddenly ihe op%mlng team
you with the ball on the
ckoff {or the second half,
Funny, I've never considered the
hol sunny
anunpleasant place to be,
But the game Is fun. The players
are patient - ally with menlal
tgi&g: like offal - and [ fully in-
tend Lo hecomie a sophomare,
T W R huied




