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Alaskan cruise offers * unmatched scemc grandeur”

What can explain the burgeoni
l:ularity of {Ee crulse ships lhr.;gt
upanddﬂwnthemnslnlﬁntish
Columbia and Alaska? This season

mofe than 350,000 passengers 1l.-rill
embark on nbout 300 =ailings of 14
cruise ships, mostly from Van-
couver,
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One obvious reksoen is Lhe -
matched scenic grandeur of the nor-
thwestern extremities of our conli-
nent. No othet readily accessible
coastal region in the world ofiers
such magnifleent vistas of snow.
capped mountain ranges.

{There are
mountain ranges in Greenland oand
Antarctica, but the sight of them is
rescrved for the truly serious ex-
plorer.}

Some small, colorful communities
dot the northern BHritish Columbia
and Alaskn coasts, but hour after
hour goes by on o cruise mi%wimt}ut
a slgn of human life ore ex-
cept on the ship itself - huurn spent in
awe-struck contemplaiion of eter-

snowy mountalns, of constant-
¥ &HUng glociers, and of broad ex-
panscs of seq,

THE LOVE BOAT
But Lhere's anolher reasen,
ssibly more prosaic: The popular
!ﬁ' series cafled Love Boat, which
began filming 10 ycars agoe \his
month, ts credited with greatly in-

impressive coastal .

" Travel

}“
VINCENT
EGAN

Thomson News Service

creasing lhe publle interest in the
general conceplt of cruising, and in
the particular destinations that were
featured in various episodes,

(The series, now being repeated in
local syndication, [ocused each week
on the lives of a amull group of per-
sonnel on a crujse ship.

One New Zealnnder. Mary
Keaney, was 50 impressed wilh the
eplsode In which the Love Boat sall-
od from Vancouver to Alatkn Lhat
she planned for severzl years and,
finally, tnst month flew to Van-
ceuver and boarded Royal Princess
o experience the adventure at first
hand - and to preserve it on her vidoo
camera.

Martin Reed is depuly captain of
the gleaming while Royal Princess -
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TV's Love Boat during the {innl

years of Lhe serics, and Mlagship of

the London-based P g noi

O/ Princess Cruises.

Ten yeats ago, he was a senjor of-
fleer aboard Pacific Princess when
that ship served pa the sea-going sel

of the Love Boat series, and still

remembers vividly the lmpm:t that

the show and tts stars had upon

viewers.

“Not only did the show attract
first-tlme passengers, bl a
ropartlon of them
t they be hooked on
the specific sailings on which Jilm.
ce,”” Reed says,

ng that many passmgm would
then make herolc efforts to appear

in erowd soenes.

BOOKED SOLID

The love Boat series may no
longer be in production but the de-
mand for space still grows, and
many of the ships that cruise bet-
woeen Vancouver and Alaska are [ul-
Iy booked for the remainder of the
1988 season, which in most cnses
ends ln September.

Another senior officer of the three-
Princess, Purser
Paul Brougham, noles that first-
time passengers ane genemllig In
teresied in visiting the maxim
number of porta on a cruise. In the
cose of his ship, the ltinerary in-
cludes such colorful gold-rush towns
as Juncau (near the famous
Mendenhall Glacler) and Ketchikan,
as well as the plpeline-termlnal cit
of Valdez and the port of Seward,
jumpinﬁ-nf[ point for Anchorage, the
siate's biggest cily.

Usually, bhowever, the more
seasoned cruise-llne possengers put
convenlence ot the top of Lheir
priority lists, Brougham says. Un-
packing and packing are required
only once, there's easy access to fine
food and glamorous entertalnment,
and passengers can choose {0 enjoy
blessed isolation from Lhe siresses of
every-day life while contemplati
some of Npture's most stirming
beautifu! wonders.

INSIDE PASSAGE
By common consent, these are the
highlights of the trplcn] Vancouver-
to-Aloska cruise:
—The Inside Passage, o sheltered
wah:rwn:f stretching from Puget
the way notth to SkHmeg.
Alaska, possing countless s
dark forests an mnuntnlna_ plunging
into the 5ea.
—Glacler Bay, about 140 km nor-
thwest of Juneau, a collection of
more than 20 tidewaler glaciers that
constitute ome of the ltteknown
wonders of the world. You will gee
lagfzed icebergs, humpback whales,
scals, cagles and lalcons,
~—Columbia Glacier, 65 km long and
&8 km wide, is one of the largest
tidewater glaciers on the Alaska
coast, Among the other 15 actlve
f;lnr:ir:rs of College Fjord (all pamed
us uni*.rermtinﬂ that supported
explora expeditions 99 years
p] thlgwmcst accesslble is Hoarvard
G acier. It presents o speclacular’
show of “'calving’, with sheets of lce
crashing into the fjord’'s waters from
the face of the glacler cvery [ow
minutes,

A CHLECKLIST

As you might expect, in view of all
that ice - and the fact that Lhere are
nlways chill winds at sea - some
woarm clolhlng is a necessity.
Alnskans put on a show of an.
noyance at  outsiders’ misconcep-
tions abou! their wenther, but the
foct remalins thal summer weather
there can vary from hot lo quite
cold, Be prepared.

Another precootion is to book well
in advance if dynu pr~fcer certoin sail-
ing dnles and certmin afl oc-
commodation, {Hig enbprlced
cablns tend to be mapped 4
qulckly than the cheapest.) ?t ‘
loo early to book for the 1989 r:rulﬁing
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