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Promises are
“mere puffery”’

Ottawa
Report

B :
Stewart Macleod
Thomtson News
Bervice

Now (I Judg
had said that the campaign
mises of politiclans are to
contaln a tad of puffety, Or even a
hefty wad of pufiery, you would not
be reading about the subject here to-

day.

lgut the Ontarlo provincial oourt
judge went further, much further. In
a landmark decision that might send
ibe hyperbole index to dizzying
hetghts in future campalgns, she .
said that a politiclan's statement of
intentions (8 often “mere puffery,'’

In other words, oH ptdfumm
that means, il seema o me, ls
no reason to believe anylhing Lhat's
prom/sed.

“Even the maost gullible of volers
would be {oolish ‘to rely solely on the
statement of a date without
further investigation as to t ac-
tions and cwrent policles,” aald the

judge.

uge delivered thiz judgment after
a Kiltchener salesman, John Ruffolo,
had tried, unsuccessfully, lo sue
Prime Minlster Brian Mulroney for
mierepresentation. Mr. Rullelo
claimed the prime. mln!nh]:r broke
promises to improve postal service
and lo oppose free trade with the
United Stales. :

But after Judge Thomson sajd ~

pallticians’ words are often mere
puffery, the case was distnissed.

Now, I certainly den’t want o ex- -

aggerate bhere, or venture into Lhe
realm of mere puffery, but I have
‘coloasal concerns about the judg-
ment's impact on future elections.

It could become, in effect, the
politiclans’ own Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

COURT BACRING

Okay, s0 there might be a wee
dotlop of puffery in what 1 say, but
imogine what promise-prone pollti-
cians can make of this. Armed with
a court ruling that no one has to
believe them, the sky's the limit.

*Yea, sir, that road we plan on

ving to James Bay will £ventually
ﬁ extended to tle in to the Prince
Edward Island eausewny. And if you
don't believe me, take me to court.’

Remember that little lady who
buttonboled the ¢ minister on
Parliament HIll over pension
deindexing and sald, *'You lied to
m [ 4]

It was devastatlng Lelevislon
footnge, At that time, Lhe prme
tninister had no ready reply. But
now, If the zame Lthing happencd, he
cotld smile understandingly and ex-
plain be wns engaging in judiclally-
sanciioned puflery e he e
certain promises about lhe indexing
of lona.

t would surely lmpress her, .

And if the prime minister wanted

Electric shock

|4 ible, turn off all'power when
someonc suffers [rom electric shock,
The World Almanac advises. Don't
touch the victim until contact {3 bro-
ken. Pull n from contact with
. eleetrie source by using rope, weoden
pole, or loop of dry cloth. Start mouth-
to-montih resuscllatlon If breathing
has stopped

[E—

* kecp @ promise,

to rub it in, he could ask whether any
of these ters had read ‘‘the

They might u:-;ll thal

BAY o,
they've been too reading the
freetrade agreement which, i
cilentally, the prime minister once
vowed never comae Lo pass,

“1 want no part of It,” he said dux-
ing his successful run for the party
leadership.

Mere puffery.

ALLOWS SPECIFICS

The beauty of this new-found
{freedom for politictans |s that they
now can become [ar more c
with promises, sinoe Juwige m-
son gald Lhat only the moet gullible
of voters would believe everything

they say.

As far as new politiclans are con-
cerned, there is even more freedom,
since the judge said their
should he viewed in association with
their past actions. Often new can-
didales don’t have suitable past ac-
tions to their credit. are
puffery-rockies, simply toesing out
outrageous promises for g

why not? If, as the courts tedl
us, lt can be 8 ted as mere pul-
lﬂz;xwhymtgn or the home nm?
Think of all the ground former prime
minister Plerre Trudeau lost when
he said, “'it would be the height of ir-
m;:nusihlllH to make prom that
can't be fulfilled.” How absolutely
guaint!

Of course that was long before we
had the Thomamm doctrine. That's

robably why Mr. Trudcau asettled
or such cfi!fit:u]l-lu—dﬂﬁnt COm-
mitments as o just society'' and
“participatory democracy.” U po
one Imows wha! they mean, it"s not
easy to charge misrepresentation,

Former Tory leader Hobert Stan-
field pref to talk of improving
"‘the ity of life'" - another 'mac-
tionable commitment if there ever
wos one.

But, one treubling lzsuc siil]l hange
there, The judgment did net deal
specifically with politleal promises
lo keep promises, such as practised
by the present prime minister. And
it strikxes me - albeit o glancing blow
- that when someone promises to
or promlses to
remember o promise to k the

promises, the puflery should: lose .

some of its pull,

What we're denling  with s
uffery-ance-removed, or even
wice removed.

The only solution thal comes to
mind Ia [ull disclosure of puffery
cotitent, just 088 drug companies
must disclose ingredients.

The following solemn ''promise to
peitle native land elaima contains
less thon X3 per cent puffery,'” the
candidate might declare. Or, *'since

tnising that causeway, " officials

my department have advised me
that the puffery contemt has edged
up from 11 per cent to33.™

“Tie [ollowing paid annoumes-
ment containg n¢ unnatural ingre-
dlents, such as pulf.”

Let's Hove a Senate commitien on
the subjlect, Things are getting dull.

Carbohydrates provide energy for
body functlon and actlvity by supli_lj,r-
ing immeoediate calories, notes The
World Almanac. The carbohydrate
group includes wgar, starches, fiber,

and starchy wvegetables. The best
sources ave gealns, legumes, nuts, po-

tatoes and fruit.

SNAFU® by Bruce Beattie -

| don't consider the operation a success
unless he lives long enough to pay.”

Foreign investors

may halt the exodus

than they bought, cutting 3692
milllon from their holdings of Cana-
dian equities in the first quarier, the
Mc study shows.
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It's interesting to note how things
have changed over ihe past while.
The Jopanese, f{or example, bought
#4.7 billion worth of Capndian bonds
in the fourth quarter of 1985; a ycar
later, In the 1987 fourth quarter, they
bought o scant $14 milllon. '

By the first qoarter of this year,
they sold $21 million more than they
bought.

Foretgn investors powred o whgﬁp‘
Ing $6.8 billion into the stock market
last year, up [rom $1.9 billlon in 1986
After the markel crashed, they pull-

Investors have been dum-

Canadian stocks hand over fst,

ng $2.2 blllion oul of the country
since last Ocetober,

But enrly signs show that the
worst could be over, says David
Adamo, economist at Scotla
McLeod, Scotla Mclbood is the result

~ vestment

of the Bank of Nova Scotio buying in-
dealer Aeleod  Young
Weir,

Having {oreigners in pur morkels
is important because they broaden
and d the markets and make it
eatier ]ur

le to buy and sel)
securities, m] influx of forel

capital nlso booais the value of
lar.

McLeod’'s stock traders =ay
foreign business picked up a blt In
May and June, particularly from {he
Americans,

Japanese Investors coontinee Lo
ahun Canadinn stocks and hoods,
fearfit] that the North American
dollars have {urther to fall. If ‘the
dollars were to [nll tn relntion to the
yen, dollar-denominated securities
would be worth less ln the handy of
the Japanese,

AMERICANSE BUYING

Fortunately for govemment and
rate borrowers, lﬁmﬂmeﬂmﬂn’:
ns are ¢ u
lln&mg bonds w Hep the
Japanesa are selllng them.

3. Investors bought $i.8 blllion
worth of Canndlan bonds, net of
eales, in- the flrat er: Euro

ns bought $1.7 billlon. The
apanese sold mere bonds than they
hnuﬂ;t. paring $2t millien {from their
holdings., .

In the ntock market, nll three

forelgn Inveator groups mild mare .

ed $1.2 billinn out in the final quarlet
of Inst year, o trend that continued in
the first quarier.

FICKUP IN BONDS

The
with
earlier, In e f
snapped up a reco B on o
Canadlan bonda,

In 1587, they boyght $8 billion net

popularity of the bond market
foreigners peaked o year
1886, when forelgoers

. ofzples,

Their interest in Canadian bonds
gsoems to have been rekindled this
year by high Interest rates and the
risin Canadlan dollar, which
estﬁ: ally benefltted U.S. Investors.

en the Canadinn dollar rises
againat {ts 0.5, counterpart,
Americans holding Canad ltar
pecurities sce the value of thelr
holdings rise.

All in all, Mr. Adomo setins op-
ttmistic about the future of forelgn
inveatment. More Canadlans raised
money in BEurope in May and June,
which adds to E an holdings.
Bond buying swelled lo #1 billlon In
Apcil from $608 million in March.

oath these :fmmhfrn llce m:
strong  argument for ng
Canadinan dellar comforiably abaove
80 ceata (1).5.). Any sudden drep In

the dollar would (send foreign ln.

vestars scurrying for cover. As they
rushed Lo ng?: I'.Ee dollar would tum-

ble oven further.,
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Staff Comment

By DONNA KELL |

Farmers in Hallon Hilis are a
btave bunch.

Being originally a city girl mysell,
I wnin pluﬁ::;u{ n :!l?jmmh;
metropalitan ness
u:ewap;,isbeingw:anuim:tufme
at a rapid pace)-lo find intelligent,
opimistic men out in the [iclds,
swenting over our next meal, worry-
ing about Lhe lack of precipitalion,
but not losing that “any day now'' at-
titude in the walt for rainfall,

Out there on lhe farm, sitting on
bales of hay, talking to thesa men
whose Lvell were threatened, I
had a strong feeling that money was

only a part of it. These people love
ihn!:lit.ndl?'tl i

You con't help but admire so-
meme who day-in, day-out
working for the dioner table of entire
communlties, doin what s
sometimes consl a thankicss
job, and not making the scads of
money Bay Siroet  enireprencurs
can ospire to. But how can you
mateh Lthe satisfaction? These are

le who can spend time with
thelr families, can be close {0
animals, to nalure, and make
frdends who are lifelong as they ex-
perience Lhe climax of harvest.

Canadlan singer ‘Murray
McLaughlin noticed that crop
growers were being ignored when he
wiote hla Farmer's Song back In Lhe
1970,

With the FM radio brokem.in my
car, songs like that would spon-
tanecusly Into my head in the
drive thro Morval, with its farm
flelds collapsing under last month's

. heat and drought.

‘“There’'s no [armer's on that
car radlo, Just cowboys, Iruck
drivers and paln, Well this s my
way Lo say ‘thanks for the mea), And
I hope there's no shortage of raln,™

Imogine this type of empathy
coming from A person win saw her
(irst cow close up back In
September, who didn't realiz¢e what
a cash crop was, and who loved the
land ns only a cily person can:
because there's o shortage of 1L

Attitudes like those of Halton Hills
[attners are ihe reason I came to a
place like Georgetown,

And I'm net disappointed.

They're called catwalks,
or walkways, and whalt they are s
innocent -glabs of cement llned on
either side with Robert Frost's con-
tribution to America, but they're
cousing .big problems in  Halten
Hills.

Okay, 50 it's not the walkway. 1t's
the people walking on the walkway.
Or not wu!kinf en the walkway.
Perha it's . ple shedding
debrts of lherfn childhood
wrecklessness all  over  the
backyards of Georgttewn purity.
Perhaps no one would like smashed
beer bottles, used condoma, and loud
revellers  landing practically on
thelr doorstep as the {Pl'fﬁumnhl{:‘
adolescent bunch lets loose on o wild

weckend., i
Is the answer policing? Maybe

not. Halton police can be qulte oc-
cupled fighting real crime, yea, even
In Georgetown - (don’t forget last

woek's robbery!)
bright 1llghts?

Is the answor

Maybe, Bright lights wi]l shed some
lllimination on the situntion. They
might glve juveniles a goo! look ot
who they're poartying with, and
Enkﬂ them run in the oppaslle diree-
on.

Is the answer permanent closure?
No. What nbout children going to
schoot, netghbors who want io pass’
(recly from streel to street, (this 1a a
free country, isn't it?) and ,dn%
winlkm wantlng to soak in the nigh
alr?

It will take Halton Hllla several
days to complie a feasibillty study of
different fence Llypes for the
Georgetown wallkoway., :

It will take tewn council several
weeks to truly meitle the Lasue,

And if the walkway closing {3 ap-
roved, it will take Irwin and

awson Croscents rezidents several
E;nri minutes to walk around the

ock.

bridges




