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We commonly rofer to the abras-
iv@ paper we uso o smooth wood as
“sandpaper’. Thiais aciually a mis-
ngmer T he abrasive papar we uso
today 15 divided inlo two typos,
naither of them wsos sand.,

Tha natural abrasves 1ound an
theae papers are: fint, garnet and
emery. The manmade grils are, alum-
inum oxide and silicon carbide.

The abrasive mineral functions as
ther cutting agent. 1115 bonded 10 a
paper or cloth backing with modern
glues that hrmly keep the gnt n
placo through even the raughess
usa. Present-day coating is far morg
oven than it used 10 ba due 10 the
clectrostatic coaling process now
avallable.

How to repair

bathroom tiles

Q. “Allthe tiles are coming oll our
bathroom wall Can you give us
some do--yoursell ideas or tips {or
" repanng thesae?”

A The tiles are probably coming
oll lhe wall because the plaster or
plasier board behind them has
bocome wet and remained waet.
What happens s that the plaster
saflens up and then the fites just lel
Qo

Firat, remove 1he o030 Lile wilh o
broad, shff putty knifo. Then repair
ihe plaster walli by replacing the
damaged area wilth 8 new piece of
watar-rasisiant plaster board or A74-
inch plywoad.

Bafore raplacing the cld tie,
youll have b remove the cemeni
from tha back ¢l the e, Sanding or
scrapng will do the job

LET'S FIX IT

npye All About Sandpaper

FLINT ABRASIVE... Poor ta lair
culting power with short durability,
usad for light sanding and roughing
operahions,

GARMNET... Red 10 reddish-brown
abrasive with good cutting power
and good durability. Stll o favornite
ol many cabinel makars wha preder
it aver man-made gril.

EMERY... The familiar black abras-
we usualty bonded 1o a blue fabng
backing. Mediurmm cutting power and
poor durabilily, this praduct is
usually used in melal hnishing.

ALUMINUM OXIDE... A man
made reddish brown or white abras-
ive, probably the most widely used
today. 1 has a goocd 1o excellent
culling pewer. It is used primanly
for woodwarking but con also be
used for metal working,

SILICON CARBIDE... A blush-
black manmada abrasive with good
o excellon] cutting power and long
hie. It can be used lor woodworking
and metal himshing.,

WET SANGPAPERS... These so-
called "wet sandpapers” are really
the sarmme as regular sandpaper
except the backing and glue are
waterproofed allowing you 10 use a
lubnicanl (edher ail or watar} while
sanding. This process 15 often used
te bring an axtra igh gloss finish 1o

boats, cars and lurpilure, using a
lubricant also considerably pro-
tongs the life ¢! tho paper.

POWER SANDERS... Power sand-
ars ire avimlable in several typoes.
Thea lastest working of all sandoers is
ihe bell sander. It can be used jor
fost stock removal and lovoling of
rough surlaces, howover care must
bg taken because of the [nst culting
action.

The oscillating and/or arbatal
sander s excellent lor inishing cab-
inot and woodworking propects and
clher hing projects

Disk sanders are moslly used lor
the fast removal of slock, pant or
ahaping wood. They are hard 1o
handle and best suited for vough
wood and metal work,

The palm ar block sander 15 a very
high speed finishing sandaor that
does an excellent job n limshing
furmiture, An arbital speed of about
22,000 RPM. generales the best
hnish of all.

HINTS... The iner gradoes ol sand-
paper ara olten vory fragie To
make them last longer a backing of
masking tape will strengthen the
paper and maka it last considarably
longer [t you are sanding pawmni o
coating ol tale on the sandpapar will
preveni clogging.

TIPS ON CAULKING
INSIDE YOUR BATH

Tha ona aron inside a house most
commonly in need of caulking is
around the bathiub or wash basin,
Every bime the Wb or basinois hilled
wilh waler, 1 sattles a litle. This
causes a mingr saparahon ol the
1ub or basin lrom thoe wall. Splashed
water cin then work betweaon the
1ub ar bamin and the wall, slaning
the process of rot

For bathroom projecis. a small
hand-hold tube of tub and ble caulk-
rng 15 usually suthcient.

To roplace caulking. clean out the
old caulking with a scrowdrnver or
pulty krule, being careful not 1o
scralch the lub, basin or surround-
ing will liig. Cul the bip ol the npzzlo
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A contractor, when building a
home 1oday 15 required toansiall an
clecincal system that adheres {0 a
ngid code that s usually entarced
by municipil inapectars and s in-
sialled by hcensed electncians The
nowe st safety requirement g a
ground fautt plug an extertor, bath-
room and taundry room nstalla-
bons wherz a short circuld could
cause lecirocution

All of these extensive precautions
are used in the griginal conslruchon
of & new house but! many of the
problems anso when an individual
does s own rencvalions or docs
not lollow commaon sense rules foar
fusing and using the electnical cir-
cuits 5

Hardware stares stock a complele
ling ol alecirical wire, hoxoa, 1oals,
and supples. It you are goiong to
add some plugs or wire 4 Hac Room
be suro to lind out what your local
codes are and should you be in any
doubt conlact an alectrician.

Fuses...

Nover use anything more than a
15 Amp fuse inoa regular houye
cireut 1 a fuse keeps blowing
either the circut 15 overloaded or

“there s a problem wath the apphi-

ance, lamp or device that s phigged
into that circut There coyld atsa bo
a problem with onir of the plugs or
hatutes in tho crcuit ar even wilh
the winng itsel NEVEAR, NEVER
rEpIur::n a 15 Amp Juse with one ol o
larger capacity! If the starting load
ol an appliance or motor blows the
tuse olten a Trme Delay Fuse will
correct the situation These fusos
will lolerale the stariing load of o
motor 1or a short period of ime
nlowing lhe motor tao reach runnmg
spaed whore (t draws fess curronl

See your local Canadian Retml
Hardware Assaciation dealer for
your glectincal needs and supplios,
Remomber, an unsale etectrical in-
stallabon ¢can lead 10 a shoching
prablemt

for a moderate-size bead {or re-
move the cap. f s0 equipped) and,
when 1he aroa is camplotely dry.,
push the sealant around the edge In
one conftinuous ing.

Once the caulk is i place. you
can wel your finger 10 smooth gut
the caulk

it 1% very amportant that all areas
to be cavlked beo lree of any soap
and grease deposita or dift. If nol,
Ihe caulk won't properly adhera.

When caulking a fub, 1Il's a4 good
idea 1o [ull i with water 50 the caulk
can pepgtrite the gap between the
tub and wall

PROGRAM

As homeowners we should 1ake o
page from industry's book and init-
itle a prevenbyve maintenance pro-
qgram for owr hame. Indusiry learn-
ed luiwg 2go that it 15 cheaper 10
mamton both equipment and prem-
1505 aon n reqular basis than 1o wail
lor a breakdownr Yo repair o prob-
lom. I's much like mMaintaining your
car regularly lo prevant large repanr
bitls later.

A good plarn s 1o sit down with a
calandar ed¢ly in the year and noto
jobs thal should bo donpe rogularly
as well as the seasonal chores, This
will pct as a reminder as you tumn
the pages of the calendar each
manth. It 13 also wise lo nole tho
items you hadn't thought of, as 1hey
accur. The calendar then serves ns
an gxceilent rolgrence next year.

In a short column hko 1this we
cant list avery necessary job bul we
will ngle a lew and tet you olherwise
compile your own unique list,

| The furnace has saveral areas
that need attention. Firsl, the molor
should be lubnicaled ¢nco o year,
preferably at tha start of the seasgn
Do not pump guantties of ol Into
the oling cap. A drop of two (S
sufflicient as o0 much oil could
cause problems. While thero, check
ihe fan bell Tor iraying or bntile-
ness. Il 1t shows signs ol aither,
réplace it. Fillers should be changed
regularly tar best pertormance. Do
nol forget abouwt the hemidiher
you have one. This should be
cleaned and lhe glements ar drum
slecve inspected and changed of
NCCossary

2. Draing should be treated with
ong of the drain cleanors on the
markot requlfary (al least twice o

A PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE

FOR YOUR HOME

year}. Thare 15 always a build-up ¢f
grease, hair or s02p and regular
attention can prévon! a disastrous
Hlocd later. Al the sama lime, chock
the workings of your tollal tank for
wear and corrosian The cost ol
watcr leakage con lar excead the
cosl of replacement workings, While
chechkeng the plumbing examine all
the tap washers Nol only does a
wOrnm washer waste money with
wilver leakage bul prolonged use of
a tap wilh a worn washer may rom
Ihe seatl. necessilaling expensive
repan or replacement

d. Gullers and downspouts should
be checked belore the winter sets
in, and all leaves and debris should
b remaved. The latter can creale
anice dam and cause water Lo back
up and leak inta the house. Joints
should plso he checked ang sealed
If thay are leaking. The downspoul
can be 1ested with a fast—running
hosa (O insure therg are no block-
ages. 11 your downspout emplies
near the housa, be sure the {iow is
away from the foundation to pre-
vent lipoding from heavy fall or
spring rains and melt-off.

4. Check the hoses an your acto-
matic washer regulzrly and make it
& rula {o shut off the water supply Lo
the washer after sach use. Many
llcods have been caused by spht
washer hQses.

Strangely enough. there arp
prople m s world who do like to
paint While the majonly of us like
the end resull and glory in tThe now
Lfe ot a freshly painted room, 1he
nctual process of panling can be
hring, messy and lrusirating. In this
cotumn we wili ollar a few hinis that
will make panbng easior, qQuIcker
and far less frustrating.

Latox paint i3 by far the easiest to
usa. It goes on with hitlla oftort, s
relativaly odor-free and, best of zil,
the brushes, relters and you your-
soll can be cleaned up with soap
and water. While these painis will
not last as lang as the oil-based
pants an dithcult areas {kidchens,
bathroom), thelr ease of apphcahon
makes them ane of the most papular
wall coabings Oil-based punis ara
wsed n areas whaere they will be
cxposed to hard use (many wash.
ngs. moisiure or grease). They are
also 1the most popular for outdoor

HOUSEHOLD WORKSHOP TIPS

Gver Lhe yeirs we have gathered
many lips ¢n waodworking ang
general hguse repairs Feople inter-
ested 1n these purswils traditicnally
share such nformahion -— 50 here
arg some of our favogniles!

"I you cul a sheel ol sandpaperin
hal! and lfold d.into three equal parts
it will go much larther than osl
totding L in half. You can use The
exposed top and bollom suyrfaces
then fold out the one fucked inside
for a completely fresh surlace This
mathod alsg creates a s thal 1S
mcely [or hand work

‘Cover the back ol hino sandpapaer
wilh masking iape baloro using You
wilb fined thee paper Lists much longer

without teanng It works particularly
wekl on powtr sanders whethor oscil-
Iating or strnghl-line.

‘Before starting to painl, take A

matl and drve sevirral holes inlo the

aroove thal Lthe hd s 1610, this wili
allow any paml that gets into the
qgroove ta drip back nto the can
inslead of butding up and runmng
down the sides It also prevents i
iarge splash when you replace the
Nd.

‘Make o board with shatlow rased
sides that you ¢an fasten lo the top
of yvour sieplidder 1o hold he
screws, nails or lools wilhout hisving
tham rall olf onto the llpor. If you
ke, you can make only hall of the
poard a hox and drill holes into the

PREPARATION MAKES
PAINTING EASIER

use, where thity will be exposed 10
tha clements. Although modern
scienca has come a long way in
remaoving some of the strong odor
assgc.ated with pit-based paints,
they shifl are considerably stronger
than latex paints and very object-
ionabie 10 some people. Alkyd pant,
a relativoly modern dovelopment, 15
low in odor byt requires a solvont
for cleanup. It aise works wnll in
heavy-useo arcas.

Have adoguale drop sheets on
hand. Old sheots are excellent as
are old shower curtitins. Hemovo all
pordable furniuwe from the room
and move the heavy lurniiure 1o one
end of the room, cover with paly-
gthylong and move o the other end
whan panling 15 completed m that
area Use proper ladders and sturdy
chars 10 stand on. Allow yoursel!
ndeguate ime 10 dg tho job. Paople
who are 1n a hurry are the ones that
¢nd up gotling hurt :

ather hall to halg tools. A word of
caution 8o not leave anything on
top of the ladder when you are
mowving it il you don't want il {0 end
up hlhing you on the hoad! '

*To starl a nanl QOr screw N a
dithcull-ta-reach afeq simply push
it through a piece o cardboard
which can reach into tho area. lhen
bevar | owily ance the screw or nail s
staried

"Flastic pill bhottles milky oxgel-
lont contuners for small ninls and
scrows i the tool hox The only
problem s they are hard to hind
tuchked away intg the bollam corner
or the box. The solubion s to bald
up astning ol hive or six botites that
15 easy o locate and handloe, Dy
glueing the bottom of one bottio to
the hd of the next wiih oxpoaxy
cement Just gpen 1he secltion you
want, 1he resl stoy hghtly analed.
Works great ina lish tackle box 100.




