Queen"é Park agenda is packed Dial One solar

The legislative agenda here |n
Toronto (s jam.-packed =as the
government Is trylng to complete as
many reforms as possible before we
all for the summer recess,
This has been an exciting week in-
deed] Besides having the Select
Committee on Constitutional
Baform submit Itz final report,
changes were made to Iimprove
health care and to make insurance
rates fairer, while a major set of
~ reforms to the Workefs' Compensa-
tlon Act were introduced by Labour
Minister Greg Sorbara.

o Wil < | By WALT ELLIOT
A ‘ M finlton North MPP

Flrst off, Health Minister Elinor
Caplon has announced funding of $18
milllon te enhance province-wide

ention and treatment initintives
or heart and circulatory diseases.

“The funding will greatly ﬂlE.nEl
our abllity to care for Indlviduals
with heart disease and related condi-
tions, It is a further example of o
commitment of my Minislty to
renew the emphasis in Ontario
health care on disease prevention
ﬂ"‘fj health promotion,’” Mrs. Caplan
said. . ”

The financial support will enable
the expansion of a heart and heallh
promotion program, which Is lpart of
a now three-year healthy lifeslyles
media campalgn belng launched by
the Ministry this fall. The campaign
iz almed at reducing smoking and
alecohol consumption while increas-
ing nutrition awareness.

The initintives Include the appoint-
ment of a cardiovascular co-
ordinator o oversee all of the
Ministry of Health's henrt and cir-
culatory disease programs, As well,
a central reglstry to colleet data
uselul in measuring the effect of car-

- the Frnctl'u: of tied-selling,
mak

digvascular nuﬁe%‘m the ovecrall
health status tarians will be
estsblished.

This [inancing will dramatically
expand heart and circulaiory care
facilities In Ontarie’s major
hospltals,

Increased consumer protection
agalrat unfair Insurance practices
highlights - arnendments 1o the In-
surance Act which were introducod
by Finandcial
Robert Nixon this week,

To reduce consumer unceriainty,
the new law will require insurance
companies to provide individunl con-
sumers with details on how Lheir
premiuma Bre determined, and Lo
design applicalion forms that are
easily understandable.

In addition, the bill will Eltﬂt;;t

ng the issuance or amendment
of on automoblle. policy conditional
upon the Purthum ol another In-
surance policy. .

The bill includes provisions which
ensure thal there |s no discrimina-
tlon in respeclt to age, sex, family,
marital status or ndicap, with
respect to contracts of automobile
insurance. You may recall that [
asked you about those concerns In o
recent householder,

The proposcd legislation also ad-
dresses the cxisting industry.wide
practice of penalizing all household
members for the drving record of
one family member. The amend-
ments provide the consumer with
the option of excluding certain per-
sons for coverage in o policy, giving
the policyholder the opportunity to
obtalin Jower rates,

Labour Minister Gregory Sorbara
has Introduced a package of omend-
ments to the Workers' Com .
tion Act almed at makiog It fairer to
both employees and employers, and
more cffective .in helping injured
workers return to work. The reforms
will correet problems with the
workers' compensalion sysiem
which has been widely criticized for
a numbert of years.

The proposed amendments create
o "dusl award" system for workers

with partial, permanent disabilities.
This new approach will compensate

nstitutlons Minister.

workers for loss of earnings suffered
as o result of an injury at work. It
will also explicitly recognize, for the
first time, Lhe non-economlc losses
suffered as & resull of injuries In the
workplace.

The level of earnings-loss benelits
"will be based on the difference bet-
w:&m wurlhiiﬁ' pre-injury eamnings
i’ t-ln earnings copacily.
The I:ﬁrei u:;?r nwnrdE!- !ﬂrpnmﬁ«
.economic loss will wva with =
wuorker's of disability, and
age at the lime of Injury, up lo o
maximum of $66,000.

The enrnings-loss provisions
replace the current approach, com-
monly referred to as the '‘meat
chart”, which calculates compensa-
Lion levels purely on the basis of the
degree of physical impajrment. “It’s
lime to go ond the meat chart
and treat people ps human beings,'’
Mr, Sorbara said,

The legislation also establishes o
framework for vastly Increased em-
phasis on the goal of helping injured
workers retum to the werkforce
carlier. and more successfully than
in the past.

Employers wlll be obligated to re-
instate injured workers in-the jobs
thﬂi petformed lpriur to their Injury,
or foce financial penalties. Excluded
[rom these provisions are small
businesses with fewer than 20
employees, and industries, such as
conslruction, where work potlerns
make re-instatement unfeasible.

Employers will be required, as
well, to maintain thelr share of con-
tributions for health care, pension
and life insurance benelits for up to
one yeor f{ollowing the date of the in-
ﬁrr. "“This will serve lo strengthen

ie rnla{iun.v.hir belween employers
and thelr nl]ured employees,
thereby facilitating the legislation’s
retumn to work p;uwslmm."

New responsibllities will be |mpos-
ed on the Workers' Com tion
Board to provide injured workers
with vocational rehabilltation ser-
vices on a timely bosis to [acilitate
re-Integration into the workforce.

“We're going lo make sure that an
injury at work does not mean per-
manent exile from the workplace,"
Mr. Sorbara said.

Halton overturns decision

Halton Region has overturned a
committee decislon to allow o Burl-
inglon man permission to hook up
" iwo houses to a nearby water reser-
voir.

Rudy Reimer wants to build two
houses on 14 acres of land located
just north of the Headon reservoir on
the Guelph Line in Burlington.

Mr. Reimer plans to build one
12,000-square feet house and one
5.000-square feet house on the pro-
perty. The land would have sbout $1
million worth of lnndsca]i]lng.

Between- them the houses would
have seven Jacuzzis, ‘nine
bathrooms, and three swimming

15 {ane (ndoor),

The houses would cost aboul $2
mlllion.

Becpuse the property sits outside
the Burlington urban area, there |s
no water services for the land.

Mr. Reimer didn’t want to drill a
well 50 he applied to have a small

pe placed ncross private land (he

d obtained an easement) to ser-
" yvice hls house which sits just north
of the reservolr,

Halton's Commissioner of Plann-
ing and Development, Rash Moham-
med, sald the proposal violates
Halton :umlv:ib}:nﬂcim as well as the
policies of the Otficinl Plon,

The proposal would therefore re-

ire an officlal plan amendment.

ot process usoally uires an ap-
lication to amend the plan, followed

y comments Irnﬂﬁ many differesdt
sgencics, then a stall report.
Eﬁu‘wevar, the commities voted
June 29 to approve the application
and prepare an official plan amend-
ment, bypassing the process which
calls for comments from other agen-
cles, including the Clty of Burl-
inglon.

The decision resulted In
calls from residenis to Burlington
Mayor Roly Bird citing favoratism
toword Mr. Reimer, who showed up

at the commititee meeting in a white
siretch limousine, -

The commiltee decision was

ent setting becatise the land ls
not eligible for wurban services,
growth is nol desirable In the area
nind it was in diract mnl]rast to II: mo-
tion poussed by Heglonal councll one
year ecarlier saying that “no further
connections to the Headen trunk
feeder main be permitted outside of
the urban area,”’

*If such a positlon is taken o Burl-
ington, the Reglon would be forced
into re-thinking its servicing objec-
tives and looking at other areas
where the urban reservoir is located
outside the urban aren, and pressure
could be brougnt to benar lo connect
irom homes swurrounding the reser-
voir," said Mr. Mohammed.

**Its approval would be a
dangerous ent."”

Approval would also chnng;r
anather major planning poli
becguse servicing would preceed
planning, said Mr. Mchammed.

'"“The intent of any planning docu-
ment 18 to provide (or where growth
should most appropriately occur and
then to determine Lhe best method of
servicing the land," he said,

Both the Region and the city have
said t don't want growth in that
area, sald Mr. Mochammed.

“If council is willing to grant such

an application then it can mmt

pressure from other
residents '’

HYUNDAI
OWNERS
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debale, which in-
cluded three recorded votes,

onal councdl overturned the
mmmiﬂﬂe decision July 8.

That leaves an appenl to the On-
torioc Munlcipal Board as Mr.
Reimer's tast resource to hook up to
the reservoir. _

Burlington Coun. Joan Litile said
July 6 a property owner to the south
of Mr. Helmer, even closer to the
reservoir, hed previously applied for
the hook-up but dld not proceed with
it because they were told Regional
staff would not su it,

Haiton Hills Mayor Russ Miller
sald the vote to turn down the ap-
lication *‘tokes the righis nwn{;
rom Mr. Reimer to go through t
formal application process.

“[ feel very, guilty about tnkin
somebody's rights away,”" sal
Mayor Miller.

After n lengthy
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heating system

can save pool owners money

Halton Hills can Dial One .or sclar
heat,

In this season of pools, swimml
and costly pool heating bllls, Bi
Orr, Georgetown resident and pool
speciallst recommends o solar
heating system for every swimming
pool,
“You stand lo save $B000 1o
$10,000 over 10 years with solor
heating, it’s the only pool investment
with a payback," he zaid,

Mr. O opened o solar heat com-
pany with his brotherinlaw 14
vears ago, oomcentrating almost ex-

clusively on instailing msolar panels
and heater systems, ir. Toronto,

‘The heating system consisis of a
heallng tank, onec-quarter inch
linear fubing panels and & vilve
emplﬁing into the swimming pool.
The heat and wear-resistant pipe 1s
made of a mixture of dpolyelhelene
and . pelypropolene. Inside the pipe,
waler generated (rom Lhe pool ls
heated and then pumped back into
the pool. The result: warm water,
heated naturally by the sun,

Though the inltial cost of the
systemn can be upward of $3,000, Mr.
Orr says it is money well spent.

“Within two and a hall years,
you're going to break even,” he sald.

Mr. Orr's company is the eastern
distributor for FAFCO, the
American manufacturer of the solar
heating sysiems and part of the Dinl
One enterprise, a compendium of
over 40 trades and ces with a
common logo. _

““The logo on trucks take away the
fly-by-night raspect of our com-

OPP support
Special Olympics

Ontario Provincial Police officers
ond other law enforcement officers
fromn across the province are sup-
Porting Speclal Clymplcs by running
n a serfes of torch relays
culminating in the lighting of the of-
ficial cauldron at the oppening
ceremonies in Hamillon, Ontarie, on

. Friday, August 12, ot 7:30 p.m.

Special Olymples 18 an  interno-
tionnl program of physical fitness,
sports lroining and athletic compell-
tﬁ:-; for children and adults with
fental retardation.

Otficers, from most of the 180 OPP
detachments across Omtario, will
run over 2,000 miles while carrying
ceremonial torches on eight routes
that erisscross Lhe province.

The support of Jocal aorea
residents, schools, service . clubs,
business and municipal leaders Is
needed o raise funds for Speclal
Olympics on behalf of a par-
ticipating officer, who then runs In
the individual or group's name.

In 1967, the Ontario Association of
Chiefs of Police instituled a Torch
Run Relay for the beneflt of Ontario
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Specinl Olympics athletes. The pro-
grpgem smnﬂlﬁ}n 1981 by the Wichita,
Kansas, police department as a way
to Involve loced law enfarcement
personnel with the community and
with Special Olympics.

- Anyone wishing to sup-
gﬂﬂ a law enforcement officer in the
peclal Olympies Torch Run should
centact thelr local police

depart-
ment. "

Fﬁ:;g * gald Mr. Orr. -
o jiy-h night” is how Mr. Orr
desc

the nearly 72 companles

ing since the seventies with
m.ﬂim of solar heating for life,
The companies folded, ond left all
solar heat instellers with a bad
name, he gald,

“Pecple say to me, ‘Friends of
mine had that system and it didn't
work,” They don't reallze soler (s a
generic name,'" he sald,

Dinl One solar heating installa-
tions is above reproach, he said.

“The Indusiry has come and gone,
and I'm still here.”

The customer asking for solar
heating will recelve panels Installed
on the reof in a south west Lo soputh
enst  locatlon (northermn ex res
don't receive enought light). The
heat from the sun is abso in the
mm tubing and waoter 1s carried

gh. The whole process becomes
less  expensive than oonventional
heating systems in the long lerm,
said Mr. Orr,
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BILL 113—-RETAIL BUSINESS
HOLIDAYS ACT, 1988
AND
BILL 114-EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS
AMENDMENT ACT, 1988

The Stonding Committes on Administration of Justice will meet
to cansider Bills 113 and 114 commencing Wednegday, August
3, 1988 in the-Legislative Building, Quaen’s Park, Toronto,
Ontario and other locations throughout the province os may ba

required.

Tho Committee invites written submissions from individuals,
groups or organizations wishing to comment on the above-
mentioned Bifls. All briefs should be degosited with the Clork of
the Committes no later than Wednesday, September 14, 1888.
Requasts for sppeintments to appear before the Committee to
make an oral presentation should bae directed to the Clerk of the
Committes not later than Friday, August b, 1988 far consider-

ation of tho Commities.

ROBERT CALLAHAN, M.P.P.
Chairman

DEBORAH DELLER
Clerk of the Cornmittee

Room 472, Legislative Building, Quean’s Park,

Toronta, Ontario M7A 1A2

Telephone: 416/963-297

Collact calls will be accapied. ;
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