Gypsum board is easy!

In the past 20 years gypsum board
has almost revolutionized the residen-
tial building industry. And it has also
given birth 1o an unexpecied benefit for
the do—il-yourselfer,

_Gypsum board is » marcrial Lha
gives you an almost finished wall with-
oul difficult to master skills. This mate-
nal is casy to install and can be cut with
cither a knife or a saw.

The one big disadvaniage is the
weight of a sheet of gypsum board.
Working with this product can be very
tiring. 1 is wise to recruil some help if
your are embarking on a gypsum board

project, especially if you have health
probiems. -

The board is usually applied over
stud framing or a strapped wall and is
fastened with nails or drywall screws.
The jotnts arc taped and fOlled with

compound as are the nail or screw holes.
This results in & smooth {after sanding)
joim-free wall ready for painting,

How ro cut drywall.. ' Wall board can
easily be cut with a scaring or timming
knife and a four-foot straigh! edge. A
T-square is cven betier for accurnate
straight cuts,

When cutting, hokd the knife at nght
angles 1o the board and score com-
pletely through the paper face of the
sheet. The board will break casily at the
point where it i3 scored. After it is
snapped the paper on the uncut side can
be cut with a sharp knife.

Drywall can alyo be cut with 3 sabee
or keyhole saw bot this is much more
messy than using the knife.

Openings for electric swilches and
outlets must be carcfully marked and
cul with a keyhale or sabre saw_ If the

opening does pot quite fit the patch can
casily be made with joint compound.
Abways usc astraight edge and never try
t0 make frechand cuts as they are too
hard to controi.

Installing gypium wallboard. 1f the
gypsum board is being applied horizon-
tally install the top boards firsi. Push is
firmly into place knd nail snogly against
the ceiling. In arcas where ceiling
boards are already installed put a row of
nails s¢ven inches below the ceiling. If
the wallboard is being nailed only once,

lace atl nails about seven inches apart.
[ you are using nails and adhesive use
nuily around the edges only — the glue
will hald the board snug in the middle.

Should a board bow 1n the centre, a
temporary nail may hold it unti] the
adhesive sets, If the waliboard is ap-
plied vertically the same procedures are
followed,

Applying gypsum hoard 1o the ceil-
ing.. Oypsum board should always be
installed a1 night angles to the ceiling
joisis. Halding the ceiling board 1n
positicn can be difficult. A big help can
be obtained from the usc of 2 2 x 4 T-
brace. Thia brace should be of sufficient
length te reach from floor to ceiling,
plus one inch. This brace can hold the
sheet of gypsum board tight against the
ceiling while the nails o screws are
being applizd.

When working on gypsum board it s
wisc lo wear eye proiection particularly
when working on a celling installauon,
The dusl and gypsum chips can be very
imitahing lo the eyes,

Fraisfung . The joints amd nail holes
are filled with joint flling compound.
The compound 15 applied with a four-
inch jount hinishing knife for the first
coat, and with a broader kntfe for the

{inishing two coats.

| Tips on caulking
inside your bath

The one arca inside 3 house most
commonly in need of caulking is around
the bathtub or wash basin. Every time
the tub or basin is fOlled with water, il
setiles a little. This causes aminor sepa-
ration of the tub or basin from the wall..
Splashed water can then work between
the tub or basin and the wall, starting the

proc=ss of rof.

For bathroom projects, a small hand-
held wbe of wh and tile caulking is
usuatly sufficient.

Tomeplace cavlking, clean out the old
caulking with a screwdnver or putty
knife, being carcful not 1o scnlcﬁuﬂ'hc
tuly, basin or surrounding wall tile. Cut
the tip of the nozzle for a moderate-size
bead {or remove the cap, if so equipped)
and, when the arca is completely dry,
push the scalant around the edge in one

continuows line.

Once the caulk is in place, you can
wet your finger 10 smooth ou! the caulk.
[t ) very impostant that all areas to be

caulked be free of any soap and grease
deposits or din. If not, the caulk won's

~ propetly adhere.

When caulking a tub, it's a good idea
to fill 0 with water so the caulk cap
penctrate the gap between the tub and
wall.
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Mortgage Insurance:
Look before you leap

‘Understanding
¥ Your Finances
-.+*  Isabel Wegg

(NC)—HBuying a home is probably the
biggest purchase you' It ever make and
1 could leave your family with ks larg-
o3 debt af you die before the morntgape
18 paid off. Far this reason, morigage
insurance Iy exsential for the security of
muost familids,

if you're like many Canadians you
may tike oul morigage insurance
through your mongage cumpany.
Before yau do this, however. shop
araund, cumpare the alicrnanves and
gt the best value for your dollar. there
may be ophons which betier maich
your personal and family hinancal
aceds and w hich offer greater Mexibil-
ity for the future.

There arc always advanlages 1o
buymg msurance fram your mongage
company. §t's convenent because the
MOAgIEe compuny prescnis you with
the applcaton. And of no medical
mformation s reguired on the apphica-
hon, o could be the leasl expensive
e e sy anlabyle 1o voul you hyve
4 histery of medical problems

But woth those adv antapes posome
disadvantages winch lle nsurance
bought from o life nsurance apent
overcomes o example, with isur
ance bronm your morgage company, Lhe
value of the oy decteases as Lhe
amuunt ol the mongage devreases. 5o
when the morgage i patd off there ™
no smsurange Jeft 1s thal what you
want? U Jdo you require the on-goimg
security which a fived amount of Life
insurange ¢an offer”

Whether you insure your monpage
through your mortgape company or
through life inwurance, ensure that the
coverage serves the heslinterests of all
s olved— you. your Famly and ather
beneficiancs.

Alse, while insurance through your
matgage campary pays off the bal-
ance uf the muortgage on your death,

Ihai’s notl always in the best inlcrest of
your benefictary. Forexample, if your
mortgage camies an mnterest rate lawer
than that which is currently available
when you die and if your beneficiary
decides to sekl the house, the interest
rate on your mortgage could be an
attractive selling fealure. With monrt-
gage insurance thal feature would be

lost because the moengage would be
pad off. With a life insurance policy
your beneficiary would receive the
death hencfil plus have a4 mongage
which appeals to prtential buyers,

Finally, took closely at the costs of
mongage and hife insurance. Mongage
insurance 15 cllen sald an the basis of
low cost; huwever, if you're a healihy
non-unoker you may (ind thar term life
Insurance 15 al least competitive with
mongaspe insurance. Tenn insurance
can also be convened into permanent
insuranee at standand premuum rales
and without medrcal indommanon. This
can be o ereat benelin f Alness makes
you uninsygrable

For more inflonnatian v msurance
and mortgages call the Intormation
Centre 1oll free from anywhere in
Canada a1 | -B0X 2605209 In the
Toronio dialing area: 977.244 Or
wrile 10 the Information Cenure, Cana-
dian Lafe and Heabth [nsurance Asso-
ciaion, 20 Queen 51 W, Saite 2500,
Toronto, (3ol . MSH 182

Insbel Wegg is vice president of
communicaliona far the Canadian
Lite and Health Insurance Associsd
tlon.

LET BILL OR ANDY SHOW YOU HOW!

{Mo! intendad to aniicil homas already lisied Tor sale)

BILL McKEGWN

Salss Repressniative

873-2437
457-9788
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CALL BILL McKEOWN OR ANDY KING FOR PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE
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ANDY KING

Salew Represantalive
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457-9788
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