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At the Highland Games

Girls Pipe Band

set to entertain

Keeping your nalls short {sn't
necessary for playing the bagplpes.
Naither i having enormous lungs.
j M:rl t};i nia Hulmtn, HMGEF: Pnim
or Georgetown pe
playi rigte el e the

pes enrly
age ? nine, \ﬁl perform with her
band at the Downtovm Ploneer Days
celchration.

Mrs. Hulme began piand lessons
when she was six years old, but she
disliked them and didn‘t Bnjoy prac-
tising.

She took up the bagpipes at oge
oine and in her teens, decided to
iﬂr[n Goorgetown Girls Pipe

. Tuday, she teaches the pipes
at Sheridan College, where st ts
come from OQakville, Missizsnbgn,
Toronto and even Grimsby to watch

credit, beginning with the Lions Club
convention In 1948 at Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania where they were
ted with the keya to the city.
Over the past 13 years, they have
been regulars at the towwn
Eipland i, St
4 category. 'sach
for bands who have less experificed
players. .Tho band also leads the
opening parade at the Games.
This summer, they anticipate E:
ing to ll'tudaCHE lndt:ke part lungnjn
y once :
m““u also pt?:mmm and
Acton Fall Falrs, ;
Although It was difficult, the band
had to urnuluSanlnw{'ncnmm-
vited them to join his parade. 1t's too
risky on ibe Cane wood of

the bag pipes, especially the newer

‘Georgetowtt

the

pipes, explained Mrs. Hulme, Up o
mumm irs seasonally.
The icipates in several
functions including the
Optimists’ Victorla Day
Bang-0-Rama, the hockey associa-
thon upeniﬁ in April at the Alcoit
Arena, le Burna nights, wed-
dings, dinners and conventions,
Bacause the band is Involved in so
many things, {t has been unable to
train recrults from scralch due lo
the lack of tlme. So they would
¢r new members with some pip-
expetience or Jeasons,
The group has a few extra sets of
bagpipes they can lend out, until new
mnembers can acquire a set of thelr

own.

What does it taka to play the
pipea? Co-ordination. le er-
roneously think you have to have
enormous lungs, says Mra. Hulme.
Co-ordination and fingering Is quile
intricale and many people who have
taken other Instruments [ind the
bagpipes hard, she added.

In many cases, it is almost better
it students have no experience with
music whatsoever hecause the

fingering technique is quite different

from the piano.
But it s not imposible for adulls

to learn the bagpipes. All it tzkes la

interest and pat 3
“I'm i vably hooked,” Mrs.

community

Hulme langhed. She has many pipe .

musie records at home and seys that
she {8 moat fond of the Clan Mac-
Farlane Band from St. Catharines.

“] like the way lhey (reat the
bagpipe music. It's tradilional, but
done well,” she said. _

Mrs. Hulme's all-time (avorite iz
“Aamazing Grace'’.

“We usually get ts for It
E knows {t. You can see

aﬂmﬁi lh!:idr eyes when
you 're : said.

So be sure Lo walch for the red and
green MacG tartans at the up-
coming Highland Games, They
belong to the Georgetown Girls Pipe
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