How many
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options are there in

a backyard pool?

{NC)}—How many times have you pic-
tured yoursell swimming early moming
laps in your own pool, or wished that the
kids had a backynrd playground where
you could keep an eye on them, or even
imagined partics around the pocl on
summer cvenings?

How many times have you thought
about buying a pool bul dismissed the
idca because of the cost? Perhaps it's
time to take a second Jook.

The cost is within reach of many
families according to the Canadian Spa
and Pool Association (CANSPA)
which ¢stimates that many people who
buy pocls cach year eam less than
330,00 a year.

And pool ownership is an invest-
ment that pays off by making the home
a more invitng place, adding 1o its re-
sale value and providing an alternative
1o & crowded beach, resort or commer-
cial pool. The basics

A basic inground pool stans at be-
tween $8,000 and $10.000. The final
cost will depend on its size, the materi-
als used and the [andscaping required.
Even if you live high atop & mountain,
deep in & valley, or only have a small
amount of space in which 1o build, these
obslacles can be overcome,

Name your fantasy! A desert oasis,
vopical paradisc, oniental garden, or
Spanish courtyard are not out of reach.
It’s up 10 you 1o create an aquaric envi-
ronment that reflects your personality,
[ifestyle and budger.

One distinet trend in pool design is
t0 add natursl thatenials and elements to
enhance the natural seuing - stones,
boulders, bricks and wood combined
with colourful foliage can create a de-
tightful cifect,

Challenging sites such as sloping
backyards, difficult tandscaping ot lim-
tied space shouldn't deter you from
buying a ‘pool. Cliff-hanging pool,
kidney-shaped pools and aboveground
pools can handle even the most de-
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(NC)}—Pools with lountaine sdd an
sxolic touch to your backyard.

manding nceds. And remember, pools
can be custom-fitied to a lei in afmost
any shape you desire.

The most practical shapes are simple
geometnic designs that complement the
lines of your home, won't compete with
landscape and allow for creative use of
the surrounding arca.

A rectangular pool is best for serious
excrcise.  An L-shaped pool is ideal
because edulis can swim laps in the long
end while children can play and be
taight to swim in the shoner leg of the
L.

An unusually shaped pool may be
the only way to save & favourite trec or
conform 1o the natural terrain. You can
creale your own fantasy istand by build-
ing a free-form pool with a waterfall
chuming from an underwates ledge and
& bridge croasing to the raised deck, spa
and barbevue,

If you do a lot of swimming, but are
short on land - small pools are the an-
swer. The long, narrow shape of a lap
poel 1s ideal for nght spaces or sloped
propertics. It may measure 10 by 0 eet

choosing

andd range in depth from three to five
feet.

Another aption is a play pool with
shaltaw depths of one metre al both
ends. 1t's perfect for adults who wa to
play water basketball and volleyball a1
one end while children play at the other
amt swimmers do their laps in between,
Create a haven

If your family does a lot of ouidoor
entertaining. design a pool area that is
picturesque.  Gazebos, sunscreens,
cabanas, pool houses and barbecue pits
<an Create a to1al ouldoor living area.

Have a barbecue on your patio deck.
Use your pool house 10 dey off afier a
swim or [0 enjoy a late-aftemoon re-
freshment.  Create a haven for your
family and friends,

If your budget is Rexible and you do
a lo1 of enteraining, build an enclosed
hospitality centre. ?t allows you to dine
and lounge without having to run in and
oul of the house 10 get your food and
beverages. Consider equipping your
pool arca with a guest house complete
with kitchen. Or build a greenhouse 1o
use as 1 pool house and dining room.

Even for a limited bud;cl. the list of
moderalely-priced extras 1s long: heat-
ers (o7 as an option, solar pancls); auto-
matic pool cleaners which do over R0
er cent of the job of cleaning a pooi;

cat-rclaining pool covers; shdes;
whirl||:nb| spas and hot tubs and addi-
tional [encing and landscaping items.

Whatever your dream, there's surely
a pool that can march it. But den’t wait
for ibe heat of the summer 10 make your
dream come true - now's the time for
thinking about the hor days that lie
ahead.

For the name of a CANSPA dealer [n
your area contact: Canadlan Spa and
Pooi Assoclation, 6303 Alrport Road,
Sulte 305, Mississsugs, Ontario LAY
1RA, or call Toil Free 1-B00-263-610%.

For winter/summer savings
try a set-back thermostat.

This device automatically adjusts
your thermostat setting as needed
to save on heating or cooling costs.
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Home Comlort News from ICG Heanng & Air Condiipning

The setback

NC

thermostat

— a good friend to your
heating/air conditioning

INCE - This deswe Pregraiis the tem-
PTMHEC vy o Banue to sun your re-
guremeats at dhilfenem times. In thy
WHHCT 10 can ot ally fower
winle sou sleep. then vaise 1t agiun st
belore you wake up. 1 can oo the same
when you amd yeur tanuly are dwany . In
SIS I reverses the process - askang
your air vendiboner for Jess coalmyg
eltedt when the house is CINply and inone
Just betore you rerarn home.

Setback thenuostsis have e atoumd
ot years but rdas they “re “snurer”
than ever The most modems version
actually nuke o judgement as to how
»on they must begin the cool-down ur
WAMH-UR provess 1 onder 1o have the
house temperaiure w here vou will wan
st gven e And they plan ahead
tor weekends. hnowing your routine
will be dilferent

Undrape your registers

-,

Home
Comfort
Ne_ws

L ol

They contribute greatdy 10 the cumton
ol yuus hinne They save wear and 1ear
oL yuur heating and coohng cquipment
angd can save mighlily on energy cos.:

A yuabfied deales-contraeior can in-

stail a wetback theemuestal in your home
and explain tis operation in a very short
hime.
For all of your home comlort solu-
tions, contect your local ICG Healing
& Air Condltloning dealer, or for your
nearest dealer caill 1-800-387-1300.

T

’ Avoid having drapes or curlains closed {‘f
over registers, otherwise heated or

cocied air is kept

from circulating
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“Jhis centificate entitles you to a
professionally accunate estimate of the manket vafue
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RE/MAX SUBURBAN
REALTY INC., REALTOR

CONTACT ;141 \h1'11~TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT >4
It 13 ot our intenbion lu solic histings It om oUvr real estale broders FPlease diaregard thia offer of your home 13 currently s led Pager 1-552.7298
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Looking for a New Roof over your Head?
Then look to

theHERALD

REAL ESTATE SECTION
Wednesdays & Saturdays

You'll find the most comprehensive  We're sure you'll find the roof and
listings of properties in Halton Hills.  whole house you've been looking for'

877-2201
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jim alkers

associate broker

bum: (418) ¥77-5211 RES: 877-7551

roronto dne: 487172
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