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Book review Two’s a Crowd

By BILL BUTTLE

Crying foul
over fish

Staff

Comment

Good concept produces
only “s0-s0’ resulits

" By Mﬂmﬂ - of Western Dniuﬂ?: tﬂetmti“n Ttr:

The concept s wonderful, but r.:amagnn ter 1|
execution is only so-s0. The idea was resuit; fess than = hatchet
for one of this country's major book on “Enn.n Writing 1967, It'a
publishers, Macmillan, to put out ar  fun to read a scathing attack on the
anmial anthology of writing in  highly praised ecritie, B.W. Powe:
Canada. The execulion, as seen in “'His style in a bizarre mixture of the

the Macmlillan hnlhulnmr 1 (™ gdmmﬂlt!iidﬂliplicﬂmmﬁan
deneri aa ne

p.-lgﬂ 114, perback), odited by
enm'f' and talented m'iten Alwood'.”
.Iuhn Hut nlu harsh words he' has

By
RARIAN MacLEOD

A '.l

-y
1 5

Frustrolions beiled aover at the Ac-
ton quarry dump hearings Moy 26
when several members of the com-

|.-|'..l

etcalf and Leon Rooke, ir

ultimately qulte unsatisfactory,

Ope would long {or a more positive
response, becpuse the thou ¢ of an
annual anthology of Canada's bead
lictlon, profiles, memolre
and reviews filis one with hope and
antlelpation,

After all, with most ficllon
between £20 and $25 in hardeover in
this country, and with so many fine
poets and essayliats being read
very few in any mumber of exeelleni
Hitle magazines (such as The Fid
dlehead, The Melohat Review and
others),- a reasonably priced, thick
anmial edition of and poetry
could do wonders for our future At
woods, Laurences and Rlchlers - and

ide them with a wider audience
11 they might ever dream of.

This sort of Lhing has been done
before: back in the lale 19708,
Doubleday published an annual col-
lection called Aurgra, It dled & zad,
early death, The editors of Lhis new
anthology had better show beller
and more consistent taste than they
have exhibited in this collection,
should they hope to see The Mac-
milinn Anthology 2, 3, 4 and beyond.

EXPERIMENTSE
Still, what Iinteresting ex-
periments can be found betweeo
thesa aoft coveral
Short-story writer Diane
Schoemperlen has two quite
I.'nar.'innu eniries, hothw -ﬂ!

hlﬂhir

Stmple Slory, s but, in Iu
presentation. After a pingle
tells of a melodramatic
car & t, the authnr then listy 2
dozen entries: ‘‘Describe the ex
lover Jim's ex-lover’™ (after whic

ghe does), “Describe the hn
times... Describe the daughter.
Her oiher story, The Man of My
Dreams, comsists of 28 mumbere
ra phu with which we plood
n falled relationship. It i
nearly as daring and almost g8 suc

cexxful.

Alas, for every Schoemperlen
there are two rather dreadiul
failures, The brilliant and gited fitm
¢critle of The Globe and Mail, Jay
Scott, has a brief {ictional entry that
relles on a cheap ., and it

In & htﬁ:ﬂ' ::re:tlw writing

The three
sturleu by Vnncnu\rer l Keath
Fraser are, ({rankly, qulte
unreadable,

Also dlu ting, whem {t had
such tential, in the

m i:hhe.lnlrllngln

m at the Unlvernity

Date Jine

The International Date Line, a zig-
&pru:imalzl;r coincides
lrilh the 180th meridian, 1s where

zag line, that
each calendar day begins.

tHest director

Mike Nichols won an Academv
Award as Best Ditector in 1987 {for

“The Gtady=*- "~

« jogrmalist and aunlhor,

tor Powe (‘i3 this supposed to pass
for wit, for Insight, for informed
reflection on the state of Cunadlan
writing?") can be applied equally lo
[ All tog dlen when Darling
tries to be wilty, he ends up being on-
iy half that: "Echml:n Men whien
rinled In paperback, will =it ha
51: on lhe supermarket shelll wi
MNational Enquirer and the mon-
thiy horoscope, and go home in the
same bag with the Llte Delight
weight-walcher dinners and the col-
or co-ordinated panty lners.”
Encugh! Give us Insightful
ctiliciam, or give us depthl

RICHESR

5till the riches here must be noted.
The phutugrmu of authors
throughout grepnt Sam Talh
are richly satisfying. The memoir by
e T S
mo a tou ecply
study of The Making of an Artist.
Jnnir.:e Kulyk Keefer's rulfile of Lhe
brilllant npntrinl—Camdinn writer,
Mavis Gaillant, is both Enlalllaﬁﬂ
and thought-provoking snd
one long to r:ad Gaollant's up-cmrdnﬂ

gtud u{Mf Dﬁif(
}F best of an ectual short

lt b pmfmuﬂ]r glfted
Gnllmt Kcrneu - The Chosen Hus-
band, with a Hmhul locala - nnd
French-Canadian ch.nrittm -

altumr.tly hilarious nnd
ﬁ: d

(“Instead of {lnf
Marie had {alien
the Grecks who were stnrtlng
mave into Lhelr part of Montreal
‘Ihere had npever been n foreigner In
the family, let alone a pagan. Her
uncle intermupied fo remark thal
Greeks were usually Christiamne,
though of the wrung kind for
Marie ) This ia a remarkable short
story, with an ending that will haumt
the reader long after.

One camnot conclude d
this uneven anthology without men-
ttoning the fine poet Luma Creaier,
Moat of her s very good,
but ohe ¢ Mulf Mth Iall'.!
upmarimu t devastat ng, the
ter In itnﬂdunulltiﬂn of macin
writing and machoe men. For Lhis
poems and Gallant's short ston
alone, Lhls anthology is worth th
cost. But, oh, how one longs fof It
be beiter and more consistenl
Maybe next year...?

—Allan Gould Ia » Toronto-bases
His lates

tnclude the co-written Firs

Bisge: The Making of The Biratfon
Festival and The Violeat Yearn ¢

]1at submarine

On June 9, 1950, the

U.s

Immigration

Inglmunu to the United States [s
to 270,000 people per year.

George Wash-
in . the first U.S. ballist!c-rnissile
submarine, was launched at Groton,
Cenn.

RS "

[]
s

"Why not pliant weed seeds and see
if they get overrun with vegetables?”

Nickel prices skyrocket:
Sudbury miners demand
a share of the profits

A spectacular 'rise in gpot nickel
prices this spilng |Is posing o
challenge for Inco Lid. and |is
unlonized workers in Sudbury, Ont.,
&s they sit down to negotlate a e
coniract. The cid contract expires i
themdnnlummm

Inco made a depl with ita worken
that when nickel prices and ity
rebounded, they would get a pisce ol
the actlon. _
Well, nickel ﬂcu h;:
skyrocketed. Spot nlckel prices
Fﬁ'cmn £ (US5) a o1 he
Lonvion Melnl Exchange in  early
December lo more than $10 in the
flrst quarter. The spot price Is whal
desperate nickel users must pay or
the commodity markel for Im

medlate dellvery,

use supply has been so tighl
lalel;r dgmndhummd Bul
mnpmﬂumﬂ:ulnmnﬂlmmtnt
their nickel under contract, so the
:licaﬂuymtllmhmmslablamﬂ
e e first quarter, for exsupl

n 4 , lor example,
Inco realized man avernge of B3.47
(US.) a for its nickel, io-
duduﬁumﬂonﬂ sales on the spot
mark

UNEQUAIL SHARESR
Workera sharod {n Lhe windfall,
but not ally, leaving some
workers feeling dedly I-

ed.

Sorme mine managers
wid foremnen reaped & bonus of more
than #1,000 each, thanka to the surge
in nickel prices. In Thompaon, Man,
mmmwnll:adlwnywlthlbmuci

about $78. But ' Stdbury, miners

who had struck a different deal with
the company ended vp with $150.
Their boous formula had been cap
ped at a realized nicke! price of $2.90

""Hhm we took the deal three
ago, our crystal ball didn't
mca.l $11 nickel" Garry Paltterson,
a union vice- president, said.
Membershlp s livid, Mr. Patterson
galid.
"We‘ra Ing to get some of that
1 don't mean tlod to Lhe
eu" ha told ers. Instead,
miners want a [ncrease In basie

Wages.

OTHERS HAPPY

The company, of course, ls reluc-
tant to rolse wages In case the nickel
price risc does not stick. Indeed,
realized prices will continue much
lower than the volatile price.

In a recent . Thomas B
ninlng analyst at MeLeod
#elr, the big investment dealer,
forecast that prices to producers
would nverage $3.85 (US.) a pound
this year, compared with $2 in 1987;
mngcmudmmnboutunpmmm
1

But Inco and Its workers face a
further test. The mine
workers with the price cap are
umhappy with the bonus schetne, but
Hmtlumtullk:lheih
Wi different of workers splil
on such a fundamental Bpa ns

proflt-sharing?

Steelworkers have ncceptud {haxi-
ble wage rates in other companies,
but on offlcials still soem une
comfortable with Lhe idea.

"1'd rather see an increase on ihe
baslc wa that will hold up over
Lthe lony " one union executive
sald. “But irnnkly, the membership
seems happy."”

mintrs feel cheatad,
urﬂmlmdnbl The solution may
be 1o aak for higher base wages or {0
strike a betler deal on bopuses. It
will be Interesting o ses which way
the union goes,

mittee necused the proponents of
trying to rush throegh the meetings,

Councillor Pam Sheldon, sitting in
ch  her {irst meeting siice they
began discussing the technical
agpects of the dump, 1eld Eco
Logic's Douglas Halleit there's “‘too
much at once meeting and not enough
inadvance."

Evidenee of the henvy agendas
was backed up by the fact that only
odors were discussed May 26. The
agenda called for dust and noise to
he discussed o well.

Committee members also  gave
Dr. Halleit a tonguc-lashing for the
compiexity of the documents,

[f, as the Ministry of the Environ-
ment says, these meetings are sup
posed to be an “information ex-
change ferum, then things musi
change. How can the commitlee
members posaibly  disseminate I
formation to the public when they
can't undersiand the documents
themnselves, '

Jim McColl, drawing on his own
engineering cxperience, is becoming
aidaigmﬂcnnl ™ In Eco Loglc's
side,

He sayz he works with the con-
sultants Eco Logic's using and
they're perfectly capable of putting
the information in laymen's terma.

In our system of free enterprise
RSI haa every right to attempt to use
their land for a dump.

But they've got (o convince

everyone involved that It"'s gale.

put their intentions under
suspicion right from the stort in the
eyes of Lhe public when they (imat an-
nounced th.at the *‘publlc Informa-
tion meetings'" were not going to be
open to the press or the public,

Eco Logic seems to want the
meetings to wrap up in October.
Some people are anticipallng an a

licatlon for the dump shortly

realter,

But after the May 26 meeting one
message seems clear, residents are

to .need many more mectings
the nine remalning om the
schedule, before they 're satisfied,

Regl counclllors are crying
fou! now that they have to look at the
effects of urban growth on fish In
Halton's atreamx and rivers, The
Ministry of Nalm?w his
developed a new es manage
ment plan, which includea sport
fishing and new salmon In the Crecdil
River, 'Ih;nlniégﬂy hut: “majnr con-
oans'' about etown's growth
mdltld’fmmthergmdl

It's not fair to start ' lhmwing fish
Into the equailon now,'” say Reglonal
councillors,

not?

it bureaucracy but that's why
the taak of conservatlon falls Into the
hands of government. Moat private
flrma dn't give a lUnker's damn
nbout lsh in the 1t.

It's to the MNR's credit thai
Iﬂm at least thinking ebout the ef-

of mthamvhmmnt,

stop EN
ETE S i




