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connection

in the year 1884

By WALTER LEWIS

The opening of the Bell Telephone
exchanges in Georgetown and Acton
in November of [884 was greeled
nlmost casually, The Acton edifor
reported o  satisfaclory ‘'social
chat” with his Guelph counterpart
and went on in the next issue o com-
lain that nothing had been done to
ix a streel lamp broken sometlme
previous by Bell's corelexs
employees.

But why should anyone, at least in
Acton, get excited about the arrival
of the Betl monopely, when just two
L-:nrs before this another telephone

d been invented locally?

Acton's Early Days altribules the
Inventlon to I‘.{y Stafford and Bob
Rae. While RBae was. never mention-
ed. In the contemporary accounts of
the new wonder, shortly after It was
atenled, he did take six months
cave of absence from his post as the
Grand Trunk Railway station agent.
Most of the credit, however, was
hepped on Cyrus V. Stafford, 8 23
enr old teamster, who annpuniced
s palent in December 1832,

Other men mentloned In connec-
tion with the new enterprise includ-
¢d Henry F. Hill, who came home

frotn Buffalo to manage the office, . ot 7 -
andd A.H. Selwood and James Mat- r w L
JAhews, who took up the rights to s '
market the new product, 3 5 é i-. ﬂ @‘
ACOUSTIC TELEPIONE . ;
Stafford's Acoustic Telephone TOTAL FAMILY HAIR CARE

was desctibed s being “on an en-
tirely new principie, being on a wire
wilhout battery or electricity in an
form.” Tt was, H.P. Moore claimed,

K, clesten on gon maae Come To Booth No. 111

than the eleclric telephonpe” and
from ‘home to otrics or tactory, o | [l And See Us At The

from hotel room to front desk. To |
sreiiens | | BJG. CELEBRATION
stalled between Moore's newspaper ala® i a
office and J.E. McGarvin's drug . .
store, another line between Mal-

thew's post office and Nicidin's
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All three atiracled considerable
attention and much “helloing” en- 1 Mountainview Rd. N.
sued. While Lhe “Stafford Acousllc Georgetown, Ontarlo

Telephone'’ ultimately falled lo be
cﬂmeg:litivn because It couldn't be 873-1 339
Integrated into the general
tel ne network, it certainly took

the odge off the enlhusiasm with

" he new Bl ageacies had been MEET THE AUTHORS

stablished i cGarvin's Drug
Storo in Acton and J.H. Jackson's EDNA STAEBLER
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telephone into their homes. Apart
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