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By CHERYL MOODER
Herald Stafl
Members of the Hallton onal
Police Force do not regard the

future with fear, but rather as an

adventure land,
Mount Everest has been clim

bed
the Everglades have been ﬂ:p.lom:l
and the source of the Amaron has
been discovered, said Chief of Pollee
no one has
ure. That ia for us

James Harding. “But
been into the Fut

Eh_lr,r!’ James

Harding

Having the courage to face Lhe
future is one thing the chief tells the
new recruits, wha join one of the best
forces in the world. :

The [lorce's philowgllw. which
ha on theh?olir.-e chief's office
wall, states: *“'My interest i3 in the
future because 1 am qeing lo spend
the rest of my life there,"'

These words dictate the force
operates and helps to keep the future

Halton’s pollce [orce exciting.

Kn:.!ging. the Halton region force
ranked as one of the top policing
bodies iz the result of a comblnation
of factors, the police chief sald,

First off, the force hires bright,
energetic and Intelligent recrulls to
man their stations,

Police officers, who arc sparkling
with cnt}msinsmi, iam dynamic and
comprise an exciting organlzation to
bring the pollce force into the future,
Chief Harding sald.

The sirategies and policing

llosophies, which govern the

alton force, also help make the

region police special,

Region pushes
~ for control of
police commission

A move to bring the police com-
mission into the Regionpl fold by

making it an elected y has pass-
ed the first hurdle,
Haltlon's Adminiastration and

Finance Committee decided Bhay 11
to ask the solicitor-general of On-
tarlo to “‘review patltern of
governance of police commissions
and thelr current suitability.”

The motion was initiated by
Oakville Councillor John Graham
‘'who wanls the current system
abelished.

Right now the police commission

. -+consists of two reglonal councillors
. and three appointed citizens,

The Police Commission sets . the

i 4 budget and council cannot formally:
-+ relect it. Halton Region can only ap-
: «peal the commission’s budge
/“Ontario Police Commission, which

Coun. Graham says, has never been
decided in favor of the politicians on
budget {ssues.

Coun. Graham became jnvolved In
a heated debate wilh Hallon Police
Chief James Harding last - month
when Chief Harding strongly
disagreed with Coun, Grazham's in-
itiative,

Coun, Graham was angry with the
nine per cent increase in the police
budget this year. _

"Councillors who are #ccountable
for a budget must surely be respon-
sible for il- ns well," sald Coun.
Graham.

“There .must be somebody In
Halton which can arbitrate the com-
peting demands for services and

Boating deaths
on the decline

Last vear, 43 people dled in 22
separate fatal boatlng accidents on
walerways patrolled the Ontario
Provincial Police. In 1986, 55 le
dled in 48 boatlng accidents, while In
1985, 100 people died.

“*The reduction In fatalitles shows
that the OPP Marine Awareness
rogram works,”” sald Provincial

arine Awareness Coordinator
S/Sgt. Larry Smith, ;

OFPP Marine Awareness pro-
Eram is & two-prong approach con-

sisting of safe huaun? education
| mmtt:dned with vigorous law enforce-
- ment, g
“In 1987, OFP Marine patrols
checked 33,521 boats, 58 le were
charged with impaired boafing and

. 687 were cha with other liquor

law nlfmccs,l'-g sald S5/Sgt. Smith,
. "“Safe boaters wear life jackels and
refrain [rom drinking alcohol while
on the waterways.”

Last year, 2,1B4 ple were
charged and 6913 lssued warnings
for violating safely and shipping act
_ regulations,

Scmon
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 Police Week: Beyond The Uniform '
Chief looks ahead to future
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of the communily in a preventative,
proactive and reactive way, the
chief said. Fifly per cent of ils
resource time is' dedicaled 1to
preventative pollcing.

This resulls in a safer lon to
live in, Chie! Harding sald. The
crime rate has dro a greater
degree In Healton Region than in-all
of Canada, he said.

Community-based pallcing en-
mrnf:a members of the com-
munities to become actively Involy-
ed as volunieers, and to participale
in the setting of priorities as to
where policing activities should be
directed through the development of

P The Hal

Halten {orce keeps ils eyes to
the future, implementing modern
technology as it becomes avallable.

For example, In past years, lhe
Halton Hegion has computerized its
records, has a computerized
dispatch system and is installing
mobile display terminals ioto police
w’ﬁﬁ: theri:] ef gaid,

police use compulers to glve
back parcels of time that ean b-eguu-
ed more wisely by the force, he sald.

Helion's police force is dedicated
to the total well being of pollce of-
ftcers. “'Seventy. per cent of the force
a3 involved In nal filness,"
Chief Harding said. “When an of-
ficer is it he does not have to be a
burden on fellow of ficers."’

Pollclng networks around the
world are so0 taken with the structure
and workings of the Halton foree,
llt:leg !ﬁnd their lenders to Canada to
study it.

The comumanders have read about
the Hallon experience and want to
take a look at the | ents, which
hove gone inte making the force
what It is, and will take these deas
back to theri own lorces, Chief Mar-
ding said.

Halton will host visitors from
Australin and New Zealand forces
who will study what they do, and It
recently had visllors over from
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Andrew Flelcher of the Hallon at Burlinglon Mall Iast Saturday.
Heglonal Police Force's Tactical The TRU is housed In Milton and
Rescue Unit displeys some of the responds to emergency and crisls
department's heavy equipment dur- situations, {Herald pboto)

Ing the Pollce Week demonstration

feels It can achleve this task,

Halton's police chief lives by a
quote by Sir Robert Peel, wﬁidm
stales: Pollcing is a part of, not a
part from, the public,

“It is up to us to teke the police
force into the future,” he sgaid. “In
deing so0 it must remain flexible and
\"Eﬁ?ﬂlﬂ in order toc best serve the
w c‘u

ublle and pelice foree in the upeom-
ng years.

When you involve the community

aspect ¢ ‘poIlEIng and have a joint
venture with the public, you maln-
teln n safer environment In which to
life, he said.

Er measuring the oamount of
public support the force has thus far
receiyed, the police chief said he

IT'S

ief Harding plans to keep Im-
proving the relatloaship bttwﬁ Lhe

funding. Having the police commis-
glon made up of elected councillors
is proposed 89 a major (mprovement
over present practice,'” he added.

e police commission, as it has
been set u? i8 RO longer necessary in
Ontario, il it cver was. ™

Halton Hills Mayor Russ Miller,
who slts on the Administratlon and
Finance Committee, a with the
proposal {o give politicians more
control over the police force's $25
mitlion budget,

“I'm in full agreement of It,” said
Mayor Miller,

Mayor Miller sald he probably
would have voted for the police
budget il he were given a vote on I,
but politiclans are upset at not hav-
ing more control gover the budget.

“We've been sr?’ﬂng this for many
years now,' sald or Miller, =

The Mayer sald {t is important to
police protection .
doesn't  llke "'rubber
stamping" the budget,

“We're looked wupon
responsible for it,” he said,
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of policing optimistically

Dennis Gibbons, o reporter with
recelved a
media award for best police
editorizl from Depuly Chlef John
Rarratt, Former Herald reporters
Ani Pederian and Sandy Campbell
recelved an honorable mention for
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