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Cutlook on Litfest

Grannies packing potent message
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Hy JANET DUVAL
Member of HAMND
i11alton Hills Aclion for
Nuclear Disarmament)

One of the more delightfully off
beat groups to arise out of the Cana-
dian peace moavement is Victoria's
“Roging Grannies”. Ranging in age
from 47 to N, they dress in outlan
dish costumes, an serenade malt
shoppers, threatre-goers, and politi-
ciana with songs about the arms
race.

One song, 1o the tune of **Clemen-
tine'', ex concern for the
presence of US Trident submarines
in Canadinn waters:

On our waters, in our harbour
US ships do come and go.

Many of themn carry warheads
But you're niet supposed to know.,

Ol my darling oh my darling
. Ob my darling Vander Zalm
There's a problem in Esqulmault
. That could make us go Kerblam!

Other *‘hils™ include "1t's a Long
Way to Viadivostok', and '‘Rudol
the Hadioted Reindeer”, about the
widespread effects of radiation from
nuclear explosions such as Cher-
nobyl. A recent focus is the planned
purchase of nuclear-powered sub-
marines for Arctic walers, at a price
of 10 to 15 billlon dollars. The Gran-

' nies wonder why we need them?

Perhaps the Grannies' most am-
bitious performance was last sum-
mer, when three of them paddlied o
canoe out to a nuclear submarine in
Esquimault Harbour to sing to the
sajtors on board. A fourth Granny
rowed out with a camera operator,
who captured the whole event on
videotape for the local TV stalion.

Like most peace groups, the Gran-
nica ry to “'think globally, bui act
locally™. Their particular concern is
tho nce of a nuclear weapons ac-
cident while foreign ships are in har-

Peace Beat

bour, and they feel thal by allowing
such ships 1o visil Victoria Harbour,
that Cannda is supporling the naval
nuclear arms race.

Most of lhe Grannies’ sangs are
set to familiar okl favorites, and the
pudience s inviled to sing along,
Musical optitude is not a prere-
quisite. *“We are a far cry from pro-
fessional,'” says Fran Thoburn.
“One or two are alonal, acluallr.'
and this gives our songs o lovely
homespun effecl.”” The Grannies
believe that sometimes one can best
mnke people think and respond by
making them laugh. A lot of le
are nuclear-phobic,”’ says Granny
Linda Golden-Siegel. “They can'
read about puclear issues. It's too
horrible. But because we are dress-
ed Up and positive and it's done with
levity, they likeus,”

The Raging Grannies are
spreading, Groups have now formed
in other BC commaunities and Ed-
monlon as well. Raging Grandads
and Raping Grandkids would be
welcome iversificatlons for the

Rroup.

18 Halton Hills ready for o group of
Ragipg Grandfolk? May we h Lo
s¢¢ [ocal seniors dressed in
hats, pink running shoes, and gnrig
clething performing on Main Sireet?
Stay tuned!
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By Glenda Hughes, Sales Rep.

Mare recently, you have probabl
aren of building off Wildwood Road. Cheers! However, this is not golng
ple on the lower end of the scale that are trying to
buy, for this development is a pricey one and not for the budget mind-

I was highly amused to read that our population was up by just over
30} people this year! What an increase!. [t really boggles the mind, far
I don't know where we have pul most of them. Sure, there has been
some very isolated building in the past year, but not enou
that many peeple, How are our busincss' surviving with

th? Surely, many must be starving or barely hanging in there. It

ts very difficult to attract growth in industry when there is not a
growth in po‘pulntinn to help it along. Another one of our stores has
ntly, and one that | thought was doing quite well - but alas,

there is the iraditional paper on the windows
down. Too many people on a diet I guess, to support this business any

to house
ts kind of

the lighted sign is

nohiced that we are getling a new

—

ed, to be sure. [t is “development” however, and for that 1 have to be
pleased, for it will encourage some movement intown and perhaps we
can place a few more families within the next year, In our profession,
tin this town), we learn to be grateful for small mercics. Now, if we
can just get that development going down the 9th line, things will improve
drastically for the average buyer, for prices are still on the increase, and a
shortage of homes is stsitl the cry from us in the Georgetown market. AMost
of ushaven list of le willing o buy in the lower price bracket, and even
the middle brackel - which is now around the $200,000 mark, by Lthe way -

and it is extremely difficult to place them. Certainly lhere is no choice to

speak of, and who wants to buy a home [!l.:sl.' becase it is the only one
available in that price range. What o terrible situation to be in for & pur-
chaser - and unfortunately, that is what we are facing al present,

Maybe next year, our population will be “staggering’” if the bulldozers
Ret gotng! Keepsaving - you're going to need it !
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