By JEANNETTE URBAS
‘Thomson News Service

To have a child irrevocably snat-
ched (rom you is the uitimate dread
of any parent. This is the nightmare
that engulfs Stephen Lewis when his
threc-year-old  daughter, Kate,
disappears in o supermatket,

lan McEwen, author of The Child
In Time (Lester and Orpen Dennys
Lid.,, 2 pages, $14.35), says L
novel, set in Britaln, was inspired by
an actup] event. Around this centiral
theme, he has developed an abaorb-
ing story about & couple's adjust-
ment Lo the loss and a critique of the
iarltadeq;:cqgimﬁl of gn;ernmmti He

50 § ales on the meanin
childhood and time. o

The book is a serious one, but
richly leavened with humor.
McEwen has a strong  satirical
thrust t(he characterizes game
shows on Lelevision ag *'a
dernocrat’s pornography”').

The loss, instead of uniting the
parents in their sorrow, drives them
apart, each isolnted in his or her own
grief. The only tl1.'lr;£1 that gly
structure to Stephen's day is that, as

a successful writer of children's
books, he sils on the sub-rommitiee
of the Officlal Commission on Child
Care, sel up by the Britlsh prime
minister lo examine childcare prac-
tices,

There are subtly hilarious se-
quences in which earnest advocales
of various causes appear before the
commliitee; a proponent of a

honetic alphabet, another who

levea children should not Jearn to
tead or write until they are 10 or 12,

a third to iHustrations in
chuctren';%u. |
CONTRADICTORY

No wonder Stephen decides Lthat
child care is a fleld in which speculn-
tion can be dressed up ns fact, where
- for three ceturies - mothers have
been rubjected o contradictory ad-
vice, provided mainly by men A
CTOWTHNE lmnrﬂ occurs when the
commitiee finally submils ita r:rart
and the ical praclices i
hypocritical government are reveal-
o, :
Theories aboul timme are presented
by a character named Thelma, a lec-
turer In physics, who wrote a thesis

Be a park attendant

Are looking for something to
do with your evenings one or two
nights a week or occasionally on
weekends?

around

Do you en being
adults and ldren, especiall
while they play or engage In lrienif:
ly competition?

Do you llke the out of doors and
Challenge is up

The Town of Halton Hills has
challen the Town of Oakville in
the rownlife Participaction
Challenge!

On Wednesday, May 25 every
resident of Halton Hills should par-
tici ate in a physical activity Iiﬂce
walking, Jogging, swimming, etc.
for 15 continuous minutes.

Thanks to a generous donaltion
from Wm. Neilson Co. Lid. the
Recreation and Parks Department
will pgain, this year, be able 1o
register Fitness Challenge activity
by phone. ]

On Wednesdny, May 25, after ex-
ereising for 15 minutes calli the
Neilsan's Challenge Hotline,
O73-2828 to be included in the final
caunt,

Walch the news r for more
delnﬂsnsth&datem?nuup:nmmn

A blooming
good time

Stafl members of the Mountzberg
Wildlife Centre welcome visltors to
join them in exploring nature's
awnkening, on May 1 and May 8.

The centre is conducting
wildflower hikes, which will consist
of a slide show dealing with
ﬁdﬂwm' followed by a guided

8.

The Moun Wwlidlife Centre is
giluated five kilemelres west of
Campbellville on Milborough Line,
ofl of Campbellville Rond, south of

Hwy, 401.
For further Information on any of

the Mountsberg special events and
Etr;, rams, contact Lhe Halton

on Conservalion Authorily, at
336-1158 weekidays, and 8542276 on
weekends,

Arals Ladies’
“Faakions

NORTHVIEW CENTRE
211 Guelph St.
Georgetown

T

want to spend time at our ?
Why not consider working with the
Recreation and Parks Department
ag a Park Altendant.

We are secking mature, respon-
sible edults to occasionally work
evenings and weekends at the
Georgetown Falrgrounds or at
Prospect Park, Acton - May to
September. Responsibilities In-

clude keeping the parks clean,
helping us keep records on

Tleld use and acting as a guumﬁ
linison between the field users and
our department, This is an ex-
tremely important service that we
offer our communit ups and if
yot are inierested In Ing in-
volved we would encourage you lo
contact our office at 2% James
Streel, Georgetown, between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Fri-
day or call B77-5165 ext. 261.
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ent Cutlook

on (he nature of time, She is maerried
to Charles, a suecessfi) man in the

bic eye who abandons a promis
ng career lo obsessively pursue Lhe
childhood he feels he never had, with
disastrous resulls. Time ia pol an ab-
solute. It goes beyond the linear, se
queniial time we npccept as part of
our avugd.ny living. In a maoving

tsode, Stephen sees something out

lime, a scene that took place bel.
ween his parents in a3 pub before he
was born, now reliwdp:llml repented
in his mind.

The lost child is also related (o
llrll}e, ﬂ:ﬁ h}rri} imgi 2 threr-}'l!tli:‘-ﬁld
self capable of imaginary growth on-
ly in the mind of her father.

Two years after Kate's disap-
pearance, Slephen Is convinced he
ses her In a schoalyard, skipping
rope wilth o group of girls. He seeks
out the headmaster In order to claim
her as his own, but is [orced to
tedlize that he hps made a mistake:;
she only looka like what he thinks
Kate might look like at her age.

“"Children change, you know,”
says the headinaster, "On top of
that, you must be wanting it to be

her."
i SUSPFENSE

McEwen deftly manipulales the
suspense in the novel, It has
clements of the detective story, not
in the sense of reading on to {ind out
“whodunit”, but to see how Lhe
pieces of the purrle be has assembl-

" ed finally (it together,

They do fall into place at the end -
in an unexpected and excillng way
when Stephen and his wife, Julie,
face their grief.

This is the first Canadlan publica-
tion of The Child in Time, which ap-
Eeured In the Unlted States and the

nited Kin in the fall of 1987
The story is told t from
Stephen’s point of wview, narrating
his experience. Julie's cotrespon-
ding emotional voyage is telescoped
into the last few pages. One could
wish that her side had been
developed more completely, but it
may have deiracted {rom the efiee-
tiveness and urgency of the ending.

Jeznnette Urbas Lleaches Women's
Biudies and Canadlan Literatore st
{Iendon College. York Univeralty.
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Kevin Rypuirn, 9. intenty palints a chlldren on hand Saturday aliermoon
bumble bee on a window at the (o belp paint  Lhe wi:dum and
Georgelown Children’s Library, hﬂghlmthelihrlryhrlpring.
Kevin was one of a number of

Below is the professional help and
advice you're looking for in your
wedding plans. These advertisers //}
will provide the experience and /, jé
expertise to help you with a
successful wedding day.

99 MAIN ST. 5.
ODOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

873-2334
Engaged!

Now is The Time For
Your Wedding invitations,
See Our Selection
From "'Sunset”

J. N, Fishback
Photography

85 King 5L, Qeorgetown 877-2322

u _."‘___.
'lbel ACOUTts

427 MAIN STREET

- 878-0050

MILTON

we'll hﬂ? ?ruu look
yourr best for your
SPECIAL DAY

THE WORKOUT THAT
WON'T WEAR YOU OUT!I™.

MO QUELPH BT, UNIT S
GEQROETOWN
Mad ol Plaxa) -4

The
Paper

Your One
ST0P

Fact

AT 710 Bridal Shop!

Pos Wedding Decosalions
aned Sfecessnnics !

Register tor your PREFERRED
IDAL CARD & Recelve
10% OH all Invitalions and
- Bridal Suppliss.

355 Main 81 E., MIllon
(Puriing A Ensrance At The Maar)

. Mon.toWed hSat.  9:004:00
HOURS: i aFn §:00-9:00

WEDDING . INVITATIONS

22 Muary 5t Georgetown Ont. LG M5
{418} A77- 1004




