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- Premier’s head in sand

on Meech Lake Accord

By Derek Nelson

Thomson News
ce

The head-In-the-sand attitude of
Fremier David Peterson to the
Meech Lake accord has to end.

To Pelerson, the accord Is o dig.
mond In the rough. He re{uses to pro-
posa any ®3 unless someone

comiry - 8 French-only Quebec and
bilingualism elsewhere, ™

Some rather remarkable
statements by D'Hberville Fortler,
(ederal official languages commis-
sloner, make that clear.

Fortler, of course, has been widely
condemned for pointing out the ob-
“vious In his annual repert - that the
Quebee govermment's linguistic ap-
pmach resulls in the “‘humbting’ or
‘humilitation" of English. :

It i=' the firnt time a (igure from
Canada's (rancophone establish.
ment has arllculated what most
anglophone Quebecers feel,

Interestingly, Quebec's elected:
anglophones - including Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney - all scur-
Hed for cover, They fear French na-
tHonallam and prefer the “'hear no
evil, se¢ no evil” stance that has

- marked thelr decadelong  weak.

kneeded defence of .anglophone

rights.
AGREED

On the other hand, unelected
engloptiones nodded in  agreement

with Fortler in print and sfv:ed)
The repression of English s a fact,

mmethin\T that all the howis of
outrage 1in (he [rancophone media
and from francophone pollticlons
can't obscure, :
Fortier repeated an observation

who trako re
legislative committee that Is ex-
amining the Meech Lake deal.

In Quebee, the distinelive nature
of that province's soclety is equated
solely {ts French aspect. *

Yet, as Fortier sald, "'the distinc-
Uvenezs of Quebec soclety seems 1o
us inseparable, both In histordeal
and contemporary terms, from the
contribution of the English-speak
conmunily in that province a
should be recognized as such."

It isn't, of course, The Meech Lake
accord simply recognizes the
Quebec governmenl's rlght to
“preserve and promote the distlnet
soclety of Quebee,” it French com-
ponent only.

And that brings us back to Peter-
£01,

If he were a Ingualist, so0-

meonie willing to def Ontario's

cmuﬁjrﬂld triilditimt r:: Ellzn[i] Fnglish-

speaking province, 8 support

fifblum Lake might be understan-
e

. We Canadians could then retreat
into and enshrine our splemlid Isola-
tions, Quebec would be French, Lhe
reat of Conadn English, and the
federal government {ln Ottawa on-
Iy} bilingual. -
BILINGUALISM
But Peterson clalms (o favor bil-
Ingualism, which is why he says he
will someday make Onlario official-
Iy bilingual. '
NDP  Leader Bob Rae thinks
Peterson should have proclaimed-
Ontario bilingunl yesterday, while

official bllingualism, randt’s
stance, the opposite of former Tory
leader Larry Grossman's during the
provincial election campalgn, shows
that same firmness of Tory principle
Bs we 8aw in Issues such as separate
achool [undln?and rent control,)
‘With all of these parties on-zide,
you would think there might be sy
fromm one or more for explici ¥
ncluding protection for Quebec's
ggﬂnphonﬁ in the Meech Lake ac-

“instead of going ahead with the Steaith
bomber, why don’t we use the money to buy

Nicaragua?”
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Man goes to jail

2 News Service

Gosh. Just when you've begun Lo fear
that traditional values have gone Lhe
way of the Dodo bird, the flvecent ci.
gar and the Liberals' chances of form-
ng the next government, someone
cores along and makes a glorious ges.
ture Lhat restores your falth.

This is why we were so moved lo read
about the chap down In Texas who has
chosen Lo go to jail rather than remove
his cowboy hat.

Apparently, the episode began with
ﬂgenr-uld Keven Beaird summened 1o
a

ort Worth courtroom as a prmm boll

live juror. When the judge ordered

to remave his large black Stetson, Ke-
ven replied, “[ don't Lake off my hat for
no one, but my momma,’ and was
promplly given 10 days for contempt of
court.

Now granted, Keven's gesture may
nol be quite destined {0 go down In his-
tory n!un%:lde the olher great sacri-
(ices that brave men have made In the

. cause of personal integrity. ;

St. Thomas More, for Instance, faced
a roughly slimllar cholce when H
VIII ordered him to sanction his di-
yorce or lose his hat, Bul (he stakes {or

Tom were just alightl hjil:r. consid-
ering thal his h:atﬂr:i to be inside the
hal when it came off.

Stll, there ls an undeniable nobility in
the stand of young Keven Beaird.

To begin with, you have to be moved

RLI young man who refuses to take off

hat for anyone but his momma —
particularly for a momma who doean't
even koow how 10 spell “Kevin,” Such

reverence for one's mother Ls tragioall
uncommon (n these troubled Untey, - 2

Moreover, you have to admire some-

s aitiet to keep his Stetson

one who would sceept a fall-termn rather
lhu]n sacrifice any sart of personal prin-
clple.

(Keven's financ¢ee, Merri-Mari Gal-
liand, s quoted as saying that he has a
bit of o stubborn strepk, but is “really

ood o]’ boy." And we cannol doubt

or an jpstant — what else would you
call 2 man who has a liancee named
Merri-Mati? On this evidence alone, we
can safely assume that Keven has o
brother named Billy-Bob, n hound
named Blue and season tickets to (he
Mud Race and Tractor Pull,}

But most of all, you have to admire n
man who would face jail rather than
part with a cowboy hat.

There are, perhaps, people who will
not Insiantly grasp the deep signifi-
cance of 8 man's altachment to his Stet-
5an. This Is passibly because the world
i3 {ull of people who would not be caught
dead wearing one.

But 1 speak as one who has worn a

cowboy hat — and, therefore, as one
who appreciates whal the Stetson sym-
Ies.
A Stelson symbollzes rugged mascu-
iinlly tempered with compassion. It
represents respect for momma, and
equare-ahootin’ and stralght-talkin', It
represents, in short, the traditional
manly Weslernideal, . |

This i3 why, when people see someane
lke me wesring a cowboy hat, they Im.
medintn!y exclaim: “'Look at the gool-
1'::" who'a trying to pretend he's a cow-

},'H‘

Which explalns why I no lenger wear
a Stetson. At present, you'd have to
classify me as & sort of elosel hat-
wearer — gomeane who fongs to go pub-
Ilc with his hat-orlentation, but who
{acks the courage of a Keven. Or &
Svend.

But 1 mﬂ : Wa v.;rm dl:cmhlns

the & ealure of a man whose

l;“i; uluaf are 3o fully symbolized

by his Stetson that he would go to jal
nlbutha.ndoﬂlll. :
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W?lldng the pickel lines i3 never
any fun,

've done {t myself, albeit for only
twe days, during a strike at Nor-
thern Telecom in Bramalea when I
wis a summer student there several
YEATrs ago.

When you first arrive for plcket
duty there Iz a certain amount of ex-
cltement, followed by a long period
of waiting. The novelty wears off
afler about an hour.

- Then, you want to throw down
your placard and go back to work,

Here in Georgetown, we've chl
almost 420 people walking the picket
lines at two compan|es.

smith and Sione employees walk-
ed out March 6 and Stendard Pro-
ducts walked out just one week later.

The strikes are the second and
third in Georgetown in recent mon-
ths. Curwood Packaging endured a
slx-week strike before manag-
ed to sclllo with the Graphics Inter-
aallonal Unlon.

The Canadlan Auto Workers Union
120 workers currentlly
Lhe plcket lines,
tmagine having to go for
any I:ng!].h of time carning the $100 a
week strike pay the union workers
fet for thelr stints on the picket line,
'd gobrokeina day. |
It's ama:.in&lel.lg manage (0 hold .
out ns long as they do.

On the companles’ side, they've
got ta be hurting too. Good business

opernt]
I can'

~ relationships are crucial to a com-

pany's reputation and the decreas-
m?-pmduttiun during a strike can't
help any. .

But the one thing that seems (o be
common In moat slrikes is a distinet
Jack of communicailon.

If you look back to the post office
T e oA e e, et

papers the sirike was zel
the workers here hadn't heard
anything from their union or the
company.

. They only knew what was in the
papcrs.

But that's the way our labor
system seems Lo work,

Both sides talk, both sjdes
dizagree. The union walks out or the
company locks them out and (hen
everybody just sits with their arms
fnlldadnv;:r ir chest ar:ld wtxti&ta. i

t's a funny way to do things,
that money on boih sldes down the
drain and people just wait,

Of course you always need a cool-
ing off period afier negotiations
break down, but how long that
have o lagt?

Some stilkes bencflt from a
government e?pointed mediator.
But even a medlator can only do so
much I each side tells him “we're

not moving I they do."

it seems 1o be the you first syn-

drome. -

1 wonder what would happen if the
overnment took a stamce -
Ike locking the chief negoliators

together In a padded room with on
izza and beer for nourlshment un
work out n deat
once the boi-

I bet they'd settle
tles were empty and plza tutned

cold,
_ Qur financial witards down gt
Halton Region have & nice teather in
thelr cap. They picked up &
“‘dint] preaentation
from the Goveroment
Finance Officera Association of the
U%u:i!rsmum:duﬁmda. i
eir presenialions are ed on
the actual document, the Hona
ﬁd:, the financial plan how tha
el is communicated {o those
wwhmll'
¢ 1964 only 200 government in-
stitutions - throughout North America
have won the award. N
All this and a tax hike within the




